Lebanon reopens bombing files 

BEIRUT (AP) — Authorities are investigating possi- 
ble links between two Shine Muslim militants and the 
1983 twin suicide bombings of U.S. and French mili- 
tary bases in Beirut that killed nearly 300 servicemen. 
It was the first major legal action taken by authorities 
in the case and it appeared aimed at assuaging U.S. 
k anger that Lebanon has done nothing about the explo- 
sions. the country’s most notorious bombings. Riad 
Talih, a military magistrate, said he had ordered police 
to investigate the backgrounds of Hassan Ezzedine and 
Ali Atwi. He issued formal charges, but did not specif- 
ically list the men as suspects, nor did he say which 
group they belonged to at the time of the blasts. Mr. 
Ezzedine and Mr. Atwi were believed to have been 
senior security officials of the Iranian -backed Hizbol- 
lah in the 1980s. They are at large, and no arrests have 
been made in connection with the bombings. 
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Rabin widow opposes ‘unity’ coalition 

TEL AVIV t.AFP) — Leah Rabin, the widow of slain 
Labour Prime Minister Vuzhak Rabin. s:ud Wednesday 
that rumoured move.s to organise a "unity" government 
between her husband's party and the Israeli right would 
be "disastrous” “It is only for purely political reasons tltai 
this option is being considered." Mrv Rabin said in a 
radio interview when asked aboui reported efforts by her 
hushand's long-time rival and successor ;ls Labour leader, 
Shimon Peres, to join a "unity " government under Prime 
Minister Benvamin Netany;ihu. “Such a goiemment 
w ould be disastrous." she sajd. Several leading members 
of Mr. Netanyahu's right-wing coalition have come out in 
favour of a "unity" government witli Labour to ensure a 
broad national consensus ahead ot crucial negotiations on 
a permanent peace settlement with the Palestinians. 
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Ross in tough bid to jumpstart 
Jsraeli-Palestinian negotiations 

Both sides want U.S. to pressure the other to back down 

No let-up in violent clashes 

Ross launched his toughest 

Mideast peace mission ~W • A ■ T A "■ • Of) a 

despite PJNA police efforts 

he make the other side back -ft. ft. 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.S. MEDIATOR Dennis 
Ross launched his toughest 
Mideast peace mission 
Wednesday with Palestini- 
ans and Israelis insisting 
he make the other side back 
down in an explosive face- 
off over Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Mr. Ross headed first for 
Morocco where he was to 
meet Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, as Palestini- 
ans clashed with Israeli 
troops on the West Bank 
for the seventh straight day. 

The U.S. envoy was also 
due to hold talks in Israel 
with Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu, 
whose decision to build a 
new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem 

parked the outburst of 
nolence. 

The two sides on 

Wednesday reaffirmed the 
differences that have 
plunged their peacemaking 
into crisis. 

“I hope he (Ross) accom- 
plishes the one and only 
tiring thar can save this 
peace process and that is a 
change of mind on the part 
of the Palestinian t Nation- 
al) Authority (PNA) on the 
issue of terrorism and secu- 
rity," Mr. Netanyahu’s 
adviser David Bar- III an 
told Reuters. 

Clashes began a week 
ago. Then on Friday, a 
Palestinian suicide bomber 
killed three Israeli women 
at a Tel Aviv cafe. 

"We hope that Mr. Ross 
will be speaking loudly and 
clearly to Mr. Netanyahu 
to stop the causes that led 
to violence — to stop his 
bulldozers, to stop his set- 
tlements and to put the 
peace process back on 
track,” Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat said. 

£ President Bill Clinton 
said he sent U.S. negotia- 
tor Dennis Ross to the Mid- 
dle East because he was 
"concerned" about the 
peace process. 

Asked why he had sent 
Mr. Ross to meet Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu, 
Mr. Clinton told Reporters: 
"Because I am concerned 
about the peace process." 

He said the United States 
was searching for ways to 
stop violence in the region 
and to restart negotiations. 
"We have been talking 
among ourselves here 
intensely over the last sev- 
eral days about whether 
there are some ideas we 
ought to advance with the 
Israelis and the Palestini- 
sns, and particularly what 
can do to minimise the 

riolence and to get the 
negotiations back going," 
Mr. Clinton added. 

Asked if he would con- 
sider a summit to gather the 
Mideast leaders, Mr. Clin- 
ton said he did not want to 
comment before being 
briefed by Mr. Ross, who is 
expected to return to Wash- 
ington by the weekend. 

“1 am concerned abouiit. 1 
I think everybody in the ; 
world who has worked for 
peace in the Middle East is 
concerned about it. We're 
all going to put our heads 
together and do the best we I 
can,” Mr. Clinton added. 

Responding to a tele- 
phone call Tuesday night 
from Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, Mr. 
Arafat agreed to meet with 
Ross, administration 
officials said. 

Ms. Albright called Mr. 

(Continued on page 7) 


BETHLEHEM (Agencies) 
— Palestinian police 
turned out in force Wednes- 
day to rein in a seventh 
straight day of protests over 
Israeli settlement policies, 
but there were still sporadic 
clashes with Israeli troops. 

Palestinians burned 
Israeli and American flags 
in Bethlehem in a protest 
against Israel's settlement 
policy they perceive as sup- 
ported by the U.S., witness- 
es said. 

More than 30 Palestinians 
were hurt by rubber bullets, 
medical sources said. 

Protestors in several West 
Bank towns and villages 
rained stones on Israeli sol- 
diers, who riposted with 
rubber bullets, tear-gas and 
stun grenades in what has 
become a routine day of 
sporadic though limited 
clashes since Israel began 
work last week on a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Wednesday's clashes 
spread for the First time 
Thursday to Ramallah 
north of Jerusalem, where a 
similar student protest in 
September degenerated into 
three days of bloody gun- 
banles between Israeli 
troops and Palestinian sol- 
diers that ultimately left 
more than 80 dead. 

Nearly 300 students from 
the town's Bir Zeit Univer- 
sity marched towards 
Israeli positions on the edge 
of town despite a timid bid 
by Palestinian police to 
hold them back. 

The two sides traded 
rocks and rubber bullets for 
about three hours. .Ambu- 
lance workers said more 
than 20 Palestinians were 
hurt by the rubber bullets, 
but only one seriously 
enough to require hospitali- 
sation. 

As night fell, Palestinian 



Palestinian policemen stop a Palestinian youth from 
throwing stones at Israeli soldiers in Bethlehem on the 
West Bank, during a demonstration Wednesday (AFP 


police moved in to disperse 
the protesters. 

Earlier in Bethlehem, the 
self-rule town closest to the 
Jerusalem settlement site, 
Palestinian police turned 
out in force for the first 
time since the latest unrest 
began to rein in stone- 
throwing protestors. 

About two dozen students 
broke briefly past the police 
lines to throw stones at the 
soldiers, who responded by 
firing rubber bullets, tear 
gas and stun grenades. 

Two youths, their faces 


hidden behind head- 
scarves, also moved unhin- 
dered past the police line to 
bum an Israeli and a U.S. 
flag — a clear message of 
distrust of the U.S. 

Similar protests erupted 
in villages around Bethle- 
hem, leaving in all about a 
dozen Palestinians hurt by 
rubber bullets. 

An Israeli security source 
said troops had orders to 
exert restraint in dealing 

( Continued on page 7) 


GCC calls for reassessment 
of Arab relations with Israel 


RIYADH l AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia and five other 
Gulf countries slammed 
Israel on Wednesday for 
building a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem and urged Arab 
states to reassess their rela- 
tions with the Jewish state. 

The call for a review of 
ties was made in a state- 
ment released at the end of 
a two-day meeting here of 
foreign minis ters of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), which groups 
Bahrain. Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar. Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

The Gulf states also hint- 
ed they were prepared to 
improve fractured relations 
with Iran following a recent 
diplomatic drive by Iranian 
Foreign Minister Aii Akbar 
Velayati. 

The appeal for a review 
of ties with Israel was the 
first such call by the Gulf 
states since the Middle East 
peace process was 
launched in 1991. 

In the statement, the GCC 
condemned "the irresponsi- 
ble policies and illegal 
actions of the Israeli gov- 
ernment" and urged Israel 


to reverse its decision to 
build a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

"The decision to build a 
new Jewish settlement in 
East Jerusalem is provoca- 
tive and may result in 
renewed violence,” the 
statement said. 

The GCC also “deplored 
the use by the United 
States, a friendly country, 
of its veto in the U.N. 
Security Council" against a 
resolution condemning the 
Israeli plan. 

The GCC statement urged 
Arab states to "review then- 
relations with Israel ... and 
to pressure Israel to honour 
its agreements," but it 
shied away from making 
any concrete decision on 
the issue. 

One of the participants, 
who asked to remain 
anonymous, said the Gulf 
countries wanted ro hold 
off making a decision until 
a meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers in Cairo on 
March 30 and 31. 

Oman and Qatar are the 
only members of the GCC 
to have embarked on a 
process of normalisation 
with Israel, establishing 


trade ties with the Jewish 
state. Egypt and Jordan 
have both signed peace 
treaties with Israel along 
with the Palestinians. 

The Gulf countries have 
also ended an indirect boy- 
cott of all companies 
which had dealings with the 
Jewish state, and are 
involved in the multilateral 
track of the peace process. 

Both Oman amd Qatar 
froze the process of nor- 
malisation last year in 
response to the hardline 
policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, and Oman on 
Monday threatened a com- 
plete break in ties with 
Israel if Mr. Netanyahu did 
not change tack. 

Qatari Foreign Minisrer 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jabr A1 
Thani, who presided over 
the meeting, said his coun- 
try would break off ties 
with Israel if a decision was 
taken in Cairo and if Mr. 
Netanyahu persisted with 
his current policies. 

“However, Qatar still 
retains a slight hope" that 
Israel will change course, 
he told a press conference. 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNHR 

censures 

Israel 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
The U.N. Human Rights 
Commission (UNHRC) on 
Wednesday condemned 
Israeli settlemcms in the 
occupied Arab territories, 
saying they were illegal and 
an obstacle to peace. 

The motion was one of 
three critical of the Jewish 
state, notably over the con- 
troversial opening of a new 
entrance to a tunnel near the 
AJ Aqsa Mosque and the use 
of torture against Palestinian 
suspects by the Israeli secu- 
rity services. 

The commission, meeting 
for its 53rd session, sJro took 
Israel to task for its human 
rights violations in the occu- 
pied territories and called on 
the country to withdraw 
from the embattled regions. 

The United States was the 
sole dissenting voice in three 
of the voles. 

Countries supporting the 
resolutions urged Israel to 
withdraw from Jerusalem 
and the other occupied .Arab 
territories, the Golan Heights 
and Gaza Strip. 

They also condemned 
Israel’s use of torture against 
Palestinians during interro- 
gation. which the Israeli high 
court of justice has legit- 
imised, and for its policy of 
enforcing closures of Pales- 
tinian territories. 

Kaddoumi: Netanyahu 
is Hitler 

Farouq Kaddoumi. a 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official, 
on Wednesday compared 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
Hitler and called for a firm 
Arab stand against his poli- 
cies. 

"Netanyahu resembles 
Hitler in his behaviour, his 
arrogance, his intransigence 
and his refusal to use peace- 
ful means to resolve the 
Middle East problem," Mr. 
Kaddoumi told joumaJisis. 

The Palestinian official 
was speaking at Cairo airport 
as he left for Morocco for a 
meeting of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference’s 
(OIC) Jerusalem Commit- 
tee. “We will demand the AJ 
Quds Committee take the 
necessaiy measures to stop j 
the deterioration in the peace 
process," he said. 

“We ask the international : 
community to impose politi- 
cal and economic measures 
against Israel and if possible 
lo freeze its membership of 
international organisations 
as happened to South Africa 
in the past," 

He warned of a new wave 
of violence if the peace 
process collapsed which 
would be a “failure for 
American policy which aims 
to maintain stability in Lhe 
region to suit its interests.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi told 
reporters after meeting Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abul Meguid that a 
"firm Arab position is nec- 
essary' to prompt the 
international community to 
back the Palestinians.” 



FESTIVITIES: Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
Princess Sajrvath are greeted by schoolchildren upon their arrival at the Royal 
Scientific Society on Wednesday to attend a ceremony marking the 50th birth- 


day of the Crown Prince (photo by Boghos) 


Regent stresses need for scientific research 


AMMAN (Petra i — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, attend- 
ed on Wednesday a ceremony held at the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) and urged 
the concerned authorities to develop scien- 
tific research. 

Stressing that Jordan’s wealth lies in its 
cultured and qualified men and women. 
Prince Hassan said that survival in this 
world is for those who are qualified and 
capable of adapting to the changing world 
and catering to its requirements." 

Prince Hassan expressed confidence in 
the Jordanian people's potential to build 


and promote a democratic system where 
stability and security prevail. 

The ceremony was organised by the RSS 
on the occasion of the Crown Prince's 50th 
birthday. Prominent Jordanian personali- 
ties were also honoured on the occasion in 
recognition of their role in public service. 

Attending the ceremony were Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and representatives of 
scientific and academic institutions which 
are supervised by Prince Hassan and which 
contribute to the country's socio-economic 
development. 


Administrative and economic 
reforms inseparable — Majali 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali said Wednesday it was not possi- 
ble to carry' out economic reform without 
administrative reform and the country could not 
develop and progress unless reforms were car- 
ried out simultaneously in all other domains. 

Addressing a meeting of senior civil servants 
organised by the Ministry of Administrathe 
Development at the Royal Jordanian Geograph- 
ic Centre. Dr. Majali said it was the duty of the 
heads of departments to ensure that public 
administration was offering the best service to 
the public. 

"Public administration is a solemn trust and 
we have the duty to carry out reforms and at the 
same time ensure harmony and affection 
among the various employees working in this 
administration." said Dr. Majali. 

To ensure reform, he said, each minister will 
hold morning weekly meetings for his staff’ and 
the ministers will report on their outcome to the 
CabineL 

Dr. Majali said that during the meetings at lhe 
ministries' employees should air their views, 
proposals and criticism about any matter and 
enquire about the Cabinet's decisions because 
everyone is involved in the reform campaign. 

Unemployment and poverty. Dr. Majali said, 
cannot be tackled successfully unless Jordani- 
ans change their attitude towards trades and 
occupations many of which are now assumed 
by non-Jordanians who cost the country 
between JD 400 million and JD 500 million 
annually. 

He said the government cannot offer each job- 
seeker a white- collared job. adding that it is far 
better for people to work in any occupation 
than lie idle and allow non-Jordanians to take 


their place. 

Stressing that the government will apply 
decentralisation policies, he said: "It is unrea- 
sonable to force people to travel from tlieir gov- 
cmoraies to Amman to secure deal with gov- 
ernment departments, li is imperative on us to 
give local depanmcnLs wider authorities to deal 
with matters in their respective areas.” 

Deputy Prime Minister for Services Affairs 
and Minister of Administrative Development 
Abdullah Ensour addressed the meeting, stress- 
ing that the government will carry c»ur the direc- 
tives of His Majesty King Hussein and declar- 
ing that the civil service will shortly witness 
changes to improve the system's performance. 

Dr. Ensour said that this emails providing 
training to employees, revising the distribution 
of positions and creating incentives lor the cre- 
ative personnel. 

Noting that Jordan's public administration 
si stem was bloated as a result of ill-planning 
over the past 70 years. Dr. Ensour said he will 
be asking the secretaries general of each min- 
istry and senior aides to give advice and help to 
bring about reform. 

Bul he noted, the government will refrain 
from taking any rash measures and it will be 
careful in reorganising the work of each depart- 
ment without being unfair to ;iny employee. 

Admitting that the public administration was 
offering poor production, the minister said that 
the private sector is now being given greater 
role in handling the country 's economic affairs 
but. the government will retain iLs role in educa- 
tion and health affairs.. 


Sanctions on Iraq as long as it takes 
to topple Saddam, Albright affirms 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright on Wednesday 
reaffirmed the hardline U.S. policy towards 
Iraq and warned that a U.N. oil-for-food 
programme could end if Baghdad did not 
live up to its promises. 

In a speech to Georgetown University, 
where she once taught international rela- 
tions, Ms. Albright indicated Lhut U.S. 
insistence on tough sanctions and other 
punishment against Iraq would no! change 
so long as President Saddam Hussein 
remained in power. "If past is prologue, 
under the current govern men l an Iraq 
released from sanctions and scrutiny would 
pick up where it left oft' half a dozen years 
ago — before the mother of all coalitions 
stoppped it dead in its tracks,” Ms. Albright 
said, according to a text prepared for deliv- 
ery. “For these reasons, our policy will not 
change.” she said. 

"To those who ask how long our deter- 
mination will last, how long we will oppose 
Iraqi intransigence, how long we will insist 
that the international community's stan- 
dards be met, our answer is — as long as it 
takes." she said, adding: "The evidence is 
overwhelming that Saddam Hussein’s 
intentions will never be peaceful." 


Ms. Albright led the U.S. campaign 
against Iraq as U.N. ambassnr from 1993 
until last January. Her speech signalled that 
resolve remains unshaken now she is the 
top U.S. diplomat. 

But she also made clear that if Iraq had a 
change of government, there could be a 
change in U.S. policy, including efforts to 
ea.se Iraq's re-integration into the world 
economy. 

President Saddam accused the United 
States on Tuesday of trying to impose i(> 
political and economic wilF nn the rest uf 
the world. 

Speaking to his cabinet, he also promised 
he would stick with Iraq's stale-run. social- 
ist economy, saying that it was indispens- 
able to the country’s development. 

"The political objective of the American 
capitalist system is to annihilate the cultur- 
al and social fabric of the people to facili- 
tate the infiltration of American compa- 
nies." he said. 

"We have a lot of examples of American 
hegemony ... through the political game of 
the market economy, democracy and rights 
of individuals." he was quoted us saying by 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Egvptian women demonstrate in front of the Arab League headquarters in Cairo on Wednesday in protest against 
the construction bv Israel of a new settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. The women shouted anti-Israeli slogans and 
called for the expulsion of the Israeli ambassador in Cairo (AFP photo) 


□nkel rejects Turkish 
ttack on EU members 


Israel says attacks foiled; 
Shin Bet powers boosted 


ANKARA i AFP i — On a 
\ i'ii in Ankara. German For- 
eign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
•■aid Wednesday Europeans 
had no intention of "hanging 
their heads" over European 
Union (EU) policy to Turkey, 
rejecting criticism by Turkish 
Prune Minister Neemettin 
Erbakan. 

"No European, and certainly 
n*u Mr. Kinkel. will hang his 
head." Mr. Kinkel said at a 
press briefing ahead of a meet- 
ing with the premier. 

He also criticised what he 
called Mr. Erbitkan's “mega- 
phone diplomacy." 

Bonn intended to use the 
mo-dav \isii to promote sonic i 
quiet discussion of Turkey's ; 
ambitions to join the European 
Union. These ahupes evapo- 
rated Tuesday. 

Turkish media reported Mr. 
Erbakan as telling a pur., 
meeting on Tuesday dial the 
German official would have to 
"hang hi* head" over Europe's 
reluctance to admit Turkey to 
membership of the EU. 

A recording of Mr. 
Erbakan's remarks at a meet- 
ing of hi' pro- Islamic party in 
Ankara broadcast by Turkish 
telex isimi showed that he had 
sjiJ the Europeans in general 
should hang tlieir heads, 
because "Europe has not kept 
i is promises to Turkey." 

Mr. Erbakan wanted that 
Mr Kinkel would realise this 
.luring his \isii. 

The Turkish Foreign Mm- 
i'ir> later issued a statement 
sa> ing dial die remarks m inh- 
aled in Mi. Erbakan did not 
relleel out cell) xxhat he had 
'tinl 

Tlie pi mie minister had 
"dr.ixxii alicniil'n lolhc under- 
taking'. ol die Eiir>xpean Union 
C'licemine it' relations with 
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Turkey." the statement said. 

Mr. Kinkel — in Rome for a 
celebratory meeting of Elf 
foreign ministers Tuesday — 
delayed his arrival in Turkey 
by txxo and a half hours Tues- 
day while the comments were 
x erified. and only agreed to go 
forward with the visit after the 
foreign ministry statement 
xx as issued. 

Relations between Turkey 
and the 1 5-member hody have 
been strained recently by the 
reluctance of some Elf mem- 
bers to accept Turkey as a 
member. 

Europe and Turkey have 
agreed to form a customs 
union but. this has fallen short 
of Ankara's expectations..-. . 

“Europe has not kept its 
promise concerning the cus- 
toms union. It has not given 
Turks the right to moxe freely 
(in Europe) and it has not 
awarded Turkey the grants." 
foreseen in the signing of the 
customs union deal. Mr. 
Erbakan said Tuesday. 

The United States for its pan 
is particularly keen that 
Europe should not cold-shoul- 
der Turkey — criticised by 
some countries for its poor 
human rights record — con- 
sidering its key strategic posi- 
tion bcixxcen Europe and .Asia 
and its role in the North 
Atlantic Treatx Organisation 
iNATOt. 

But Germany in particular is 
reluclani to speed Turkey's 
closer inlegralion into Europe. 

Kinkel said that the EU had 
"made every effort" over the 
customs union I nil added tltai 
he xx as “not a magician." 

He reiterated die German 
position that "Turkey belongs 
to Europe” but EU member- 
ship xx;t> ‘imp«i'Sible in die 
near future. “ 
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Bulletin supplied by ilw Deptin- 
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Sharp rise in temperarures is 
expected today with humidity' 
dipping. It will be xvarm. dry. and 
dusty. Scattered showers are 
expected in the exerting and 
winds becoming southeasterly 
moderate to acme. On Friday, 
temperatures will drop, winds 
southwesterly moderate to 
active, xvith a chance of scattered 
.■ihoxvcrs. In Aqaba, it will be 
xx an n and dusty, xvinds southerly 
active and seas rough. 
Mini./Mux. Temperatures 

.Amman —.-.....-....04/ IS 

Aqaba IW25 

Deserts 02/20 

Jordan Valley — — 08/24 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Israel’s 
secret service has foiled sev- 
eral attempted Palestinian 
attacks in recent days, a 
senior official has said, call- 
ing on the Israeli public to 
remain vigilant for further 
violence. 

General Meir Dagan, advis- 
er to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said a 
suicide bombing by a Hamas 
militant Friday which killed 
three Israelis and wounded 
more than 40 in Tel Aviv was 
only one of a number of 
planned actions against the 
Jewish state. 

And he accused the Pales- 
tinian sell -mie government of 
Yasser Arafat of inciting 
rather than countering die 
violence to put pressure on 
Israel to back down on recem 
policy decisions, notably to 
build a new Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

“We have seen no notice- 
able change in the attitude of 
the part of the Palestinian 
National Authority concern- 
ing its battle against terrorism 
and we call on the public to 
be vigilant, keep your eyes 
open, the danger is out there." 
he told a press conference. 

"The Israeli secret service 
has foiled several attempted 
terrorist attacks in the past 
fexx- days, but there may be 
others we don’t know about," 
he said. 

In a separate move, Israel's 
Channel Two television 
reported Tuesday that the 
internal security agency Shin 
Bet had been given new pow- 
ers to cany out missions in 
Palestinian-controlled areas 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Channel Two said special 
funds had been freed up since 


the suicide bombing to fund 
Shin Bel operations in the 
Palestinian territories because 
of the Palestinian security 
forces’ refusal to cooperate 
with their Israeli counterparts 
against the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) and 
Islamic Jihad. 

Shin Bet spearheads 
counter-espionage and the 
fight against terrorism, and 
played a major role in 
quelling the 1987-1993 intifa- 
da in the Palestinian territo- 
ries through a network of col- 
laborators. 

It has an annual budget of 
SI 50 million and is answer- 
able directly to the prime 
minister, but - the Israeli 
army’s withdrawal from part 
of the Palestinian territories 
together with the resettling of 
many informants in Israel has 
blunted its effectiveness in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Gen. Dagan also expressed 
concern that Palestinian 
movements like Hamas, 
which claimed responsibility 
for Friday's bombing, and 
Arafat's Fateh Party could 
seek to foment unrest next 
week when Israel’s Arab 
minority marks “Land Day.” 

Israeli Arabs commemo- 
rate land day each March 30 
to honour six Arabs killed by 
Israeli police in 1976 during 
protests against government 
seizures of .Arab land in the 
Galilee region of northern 
Israel. 

‘The Palestinian National 
Authority. Fateh and Hamas 
might ay to use their influ- 
ence to spur unrest during 
Lund Day.” Gen. Dugan said. 
“It’s very worrisome," he 
added. 


Palestinian and Israeli 
panelists agree Netanyahu 
undermining peace process 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Follow- 
ing an unprecedented inter- 
view with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu on Sunday 
night, Emadeddin Adeeb, 
host of the nightly talk 
show Ala A1 Hawa, broad- 
cast on Orbit satellite televi- 
sion and radio network, met 
with some of the region’s 
top experts from both the 
Palestinian and Israeli sides 
to evaluate the Oslo agree- 
ment and its effect on the 
current critical state of the 
peace process. 

Representing the Palestin- 
ian side in the discussion 
were Ahmad Qouriea, 
chairman of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council. Nabil 
Abu Zunaid. professor of 
political science at Hebron 
University. and Saleh 
Tareef, a Labour member of 
the Knesset Serving as 
Israeli representatives were 
Ephraim Sneh, former 
Israeli health minister and 
Meyer Cohen, an Israeli 
television journalist 

Focusing on the Oslo 
agreement the panellists 
unveiled tbeir thoughts on 
the future of the peace 
process as it now stands fol- 
lowing Mr. Netanyahu’s 
decision to continue with 
construction of a Jewish 
settlement in Jabal Abu 
Ghnein, in Arab East 
Jerusalem, a decision which 
has sparked criticism, 
unrest and violence. 

Mr. Qouriea, who partici- 
pated in the Oslo peace 
negotiations, stressed that 
the original text of the Oslo 
agreement does not permit 
Mr. Netanyahu to continue 
building settlements. 
Emphasising that the agree- 
ment was clearly written, he 
added that the Oslo agree- 
ment “prevented both sides 
from taking any action that 
would undermine the right 
of the other party in the 
negotiations.” 

Later on in the telecast 
Mr. . Qouriea Wantedj Mr. 
Netanyahu, for the present 
crisis, accusing him ^“try- 
ing to rewrite the Oslo 
agreement with bulldozers” 
and removing the question 


of settlements from the 
Oslo formula, therefore 
transforming Jerusalem into 
a Jewish city. 

Mr. Tareef also offered 
criticism of the Israeli 
leader, refuting Mr. 
Netanyahu's claims that he 
is building residential urots 
for both Arabs and Israelis, 
stating. ‘The Jabal Abu 
Ghneim settlement is being 
built on Palestinian land to 
house Jews.” 

Professor Abu Zunaid 
expressed his belief that the 
Oslo agreement is dying 
adding, “the only way it can 
be saved is by a surgical 
operation.” 

Representing the Israeli 
point of view was Mr. Sneh. 
a main candidate for the 
leadership of the Labour 
Party. He stressed that the 
current Israeli government 
is unable to move forward 
xvith the peace process due 
to the opposition of a large 
number of its supporters. 

Mr. Sneh indicated that 
his party is prepared to par- 
ticipate in a coalition gov- 
ernment under Mr. 
Netanyahu to prevent the 
current situation from dete- 
riorating further, “providing 
Netanyahu is serious about 
solving the present crisis” 

Mr. Sneh said: 
“Netanyahu suffers from a 
basic contradiction between 
his beliefs and his political 
responsibilities which 
explains why he keeps 
changing his views and 
positions .” 

Asked about the differ- 
ences between the views of 
the two main Israeli parties 
regarding the future Pales- 
tinian entity. Mr. Sneh com- 
mented that the Labour 
Party supports a sovereign 
Palestinian entity alongside 
Israel. 

Both Palestinian and 
Israel panellists agreed on 
Ala A1 Hawa that unless the 
twQ ilf f$rpe£ return. to. the 
negotiation . table and tangi- 
ble ‘ progress ' is made 
towards peace, the region is 
pfobably witnessing the 
beginning of a third Pales- 
tinian intifada. 
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SIT-IN AGAINST SANCTIONS: Members of U.S. 
humanitarian group 'Voices in the Wilderness,' carry- 
ing pictures of sick Iraqi children, stage a sit-in 
Wednesday in front of U.N. headquarters in Amman. 
The group, which recently visited Baghdad, said that 
they publicly broke the U.N. sanctions by taking med- 
ical supplies to Iraq. It was the fourth time members of 
the group challenged the sanctions as well as an offi- 
cial U.S. ban on American nationals travelling to Iraq 
(AFP photo) 

Saudi Arabia pledges to 
continue UNRWA support 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Ara- signing of the Oslo peace 
bia has pledged to continue its accords in 1993. UNRWA pno- 
financial support for the Unit- vides education as well as 
ed Nations Relief and Works social and health sendees fra 
Agency (UNRWA - ) for Pales- more than three million Pales 
rinian refugees, said LlNRWAs n'nian refugees who are living 
Coraissioner General Peler ^ j 0rd3n , ihe West Bank one 
Han^n here Tuesday Gaza Strip. Syria and Lebanon 

The Saudi offices that I Mr Hansen has ^ ^ 

met promised me the king- . . _ . 

donfs support for UNRWA." f . <*““■ lht . U ™“£ 

said Mr. Hansen at a press eon- Eratrates. Kuwait turi Bahrat. 

ference; adding that' Saudi Ara 1 '' ^ of a Gu,f wur-aimed a 
bia currently rontributes $ 12 ’ forging a dialogue betweei: 
million a year to the agency. UNRWA and the donor coun- 
Mr. Hansen said that Saudi tries about the oiganisation’s 
Arabia had contributed $30 priorities and to discuss a fund- 
million to UNRWA since the ing shortfall. 
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Sudan expects talks to resume with Egypt 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan and Egypt are set to 
resume talks aimed at 
mending fences between 
the two neighbouring coun- 
tries, a senior Sudanese for- 
eign ministry official told 
Akhbar Al Yom newspaper 
on Wednesday. 

The foreign ministries in 
Khartoum and Cairo “have 
begun arrangements for 
resolving the disputes" 
between the countries, state 
Foreign Minister Jebril 
Rorec told the newspaper. 

Mr. Rorec added that a 
joint Sudanese -Egyptian 
ministerial committee set 
up in 1993 to discuss their 
differences, which include 
a dispute over control of the 


Halaib border region, 
would resume “in the near 
future.” 

Egyptian-Sudanese rela- 
tions, already tense, wors- 
ened after Egypt accused 
Sudan of involvement in a 
bid to kill Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in 
Addis Abbaba in 1995. 

“The Sudanese and 
Egyptian people are insepa- 
rable despite the Egyptian 
position regarding what is 
currently going on in Sudan 
as an internal affair,” Mr. 
Rorec said. 

Sudan has appealed for 
Egyptian and Arab support 
against an offensive 
launched by Sudanese 
opposition forces in Janu- 
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Amman 13. Aqaba 23 Humidity' 
readings: Amman 51 per cent, 
Aqaha 36 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Jbali 740740 

Dr. Walk) Al Masri - 675485 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 896301 

Dr.Jum’aAbuDhiab ..758848 

Kiras pharmacy -661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy —.637055 
Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ....644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy ....637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. GhariTa'amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy 1 . — ) 

ZARQA: 

De WaEd Halaseh 9S2799 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S5417 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency !99 
Resale Pofiee 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank — — 775121 

Highway Police 843402 


Traffic Police —896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints — 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ■ 897467 

A mman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reports 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 
66110] 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..7741 1 J 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electrical}- Authority 

SI5615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

Rj Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

- S 13813/32 

KbaKdi Maternity. -.64-4281/6 
Afcfieh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal A mman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman -636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 
Shmosani Hospital —.669131 


University Hospital . — 845845 
AUMuasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaE 666126/37 

AKAhE, Abdali -661164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Marfaa 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ebu Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al ffikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

— (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 

airport 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 


tion department or the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa iRJ) 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 Rivadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

09-.4S ,".._New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ I 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

11:15 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

19:05 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 

19:10 Moscow, Athens (RJ) 

19:25-.. Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19:40 —Casablanca, Rome (RJ) 


2335 Malaga (add) (RJ) 

2339 __ . 

Paris (RJ) 

0535 

Jeddah (RJ) 

06:00 

Brussels (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:05 

......Jakana (G A) 

11:00 

-J3oha (Q7) 

12:40 

.DohafGF) 

1**1 

Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 


16:15 

——Dubai (EK) 

2035 


“Myin 

Tel Aviv (LY) 


ary to topple the govern- 
ment in Khartoum, charg- 
ing that Uganda and 
Ethiopia were supporting 
the rebels. 

But Cairo has ruled out 
any foreign intervention in 
Sudan, saying the matter 
was an "internal" problem. 

Mr. Rorec said his gov- 
ernment had approached 
Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi to try to mend 
fences between Sudan. 
Ethiopia. Uganda and 
Eritrea and had also 
appealed to South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
to help resolve the armed 
conflict on its eastern bor- 
der. 

01:30 Amsterdam iKLi 

Royal Wings (RWj Flights 

09:20 — — Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RWj 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FEgfats 

06:20.. - Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 _Mo>coxv tRJ) 

08:15 ...Aqaba. Vienna. Zurich. 
Paris (addMRJ) 

10 JO ,_Abu Dhabi, AJ. Ain (RJ) 

11:15 — Athens. Rome fRJ) 

11:35 Malaga (add) (RJ) 

12:05 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ ) 

12:10 .. Paris (RJ) 

12:15 Amsterdam. Montreal 
Toronto (RJ ) 

12:40 —London iRJj 

18:15 Brussels (add HRJ) 

— -LamacalRJj 

20:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:00 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJ) 

2230 Jeddah (RJ) 

23:45 Cairo (RJ) 

00:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:05 —Amsterdam (G A) 

0&00-- -...-Istanbul (TK) 

07*35 ..—.Beinn. London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut ("ME) 

1330 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GFi 

*5:00 — -Algiers (AH) 

15:00 Riyadh ( SV) 

lfcOO Doha (Q7; 

17:15 — Dubai Damascus (FKl 

21:25 .Cairo (MS) 

2230 .Tel Aviv iLY) 

0230 Amsterdam ( KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0930 Marita tRW) 

2030 Aqaba (RW) 


UNRWA and the donor coun- 
tries about the oiganisation’s 
priorities and to discuss a fund- 
ing shortfall. 

Knesset moves 
against killer's 
memorial 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli 
parliament on Tuesday took the 
first step towards banning a 
monument dedicated to a Jewish 
fanatic who gunned down 29 
Palestinians in 1994, parliamen- 
tary sources said. 

Legislation put forward by 
left-wing Merecz Party Deputy 
Ran Cohen makes it illegal to 
put up a monument commemo- 
rating the instigators of "terrorist 
attacks.” The text of the law. 
xvhich xvas approved in a first 
reading by the parliament, is 
aimed at a monument in memo- 
ry of Barcuh Goldstein in the 
West Bank settlement of Kiryai 
Arba near Hebron. 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN j 

Dep. Amman 8:00 bjtl every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dcp. Damascus 730 am i 
every Sunday 

Ait. Amman 5:00 pm every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES j 

Upper/lower price in Jih per kg. i 

Apple 700/500 i J 

Banana. 600/600 [ 

Banana (imported) 950/700 j 

Cabbage 150/80 1 


Carrot — 

Cauliflower 

220/100 

160/100 

Cucumber (large) ... 
Cucumber (small). 
Eggplant 

20Q/L20 

.340/200 

. 220/110 

Fava beans 

450/300 


1550/600 

Grape fruit 

200H40 

4JUV750 

Marrow (large) 

-200/150 

360/180 


?qnrtS0 

Onion (drv) 

340/150 

500/350 

Peas 

.... 900/700 

Pepper (hot) 

— 600/400 
600/400 

Potato - 

370/220 

Radish 

150/60 

Spinach ...... 

String beans . 
Tomato.— 

360050 

_ 1000/900 
380/220 
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Home News 


U.N. denies permission for flights 
between Amman and Baghdad 

Rv a Tnrrian Timw Mirinnc j «■ i « ■ 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The U.N. 
Sanctions Committee has 
again turned down a Jor- 
danian request for permis- 
sion to operate RoyaJ Jor- 
danian (RJ) flights between 
Amman and Baghdad, but 
officials said the govern- 
ment would continue to file 
requests. 

Officials remained hope- 
ful that the United Nations 
Sanctions Committee 
would eventually allow RJ 
to operate weekly flights 
between Amman and Bagh- 
dad despite the negative 
decision on Monday by the 
panel to give blanket 
advance approval for such 
flights. 

Jordan has been filing 
periodic requests for per- 
mission to operate Baghdad 
flights on humanitarian 
grounds. The requests 
became particularly rele- 
vant with the implementa- 
tion of Baghdad's oil-for- 
food agreement with the 
United Nations which 
would bring about a regular 
flow of United Nations offi- 
cials in and out of Iraq. 

The six -year old United 


Nations sanctions against 
Iraq include a ban on civil 
aviation between Iraq and 
the outside world. Iraq's 
only official outlet is the 
1 , 000-kilometre overland 
route that runs through Jor- 
dan. 

The officials noted that 
the decision by the Sanc- 
tions Committee was that it 
would consider allowing 
Amman- Baghdad flights 

upon specific requests 
based on humanitarian 
grounds as well as for U.N. 
purposes. 

According to the officials, 
the Jordanian request to the 
Sanctions Committee said 
the flights would be used to 
carry U.N. observers and 
other staff as well as pil- 
grims to holy sites to and 
from Iraq. 

The U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee declined to give 
blanket advance approval to 
the request. 

The U.N. imposed the 
sweeping sanctions on Iraq 
in August 1990 following 
that country’s invasion of 
Kuwait. All air flights 
between Iraq and the out- 
side world were halted 
immediately, but Iraqi Air- 
ways continued to operaie a 


daily flight to Amman until 
Jan. 15, one day before a 
U.S.-led coalition launched 
a successful offensive to 
dislodge Iraq from Kuwait. 

Jordan has been trying 
since then to get approval 
for a limited number of 
flights to and from Bagh- 
dad. 

Iraq had also filed 
requests to the Sanctions 
Committee for approval for 
flights by Iraqi Airways, 
but these have been turned 
down. 

Jordanian exporters 
meanwhile started execut- 
ing export orders to Iraq 
under die oil-for-food deal 
following approval given to 

10 companies. The 
approved orders, from 
among nearly 50 sent to the 
Sanctions Committee from 
Jordan, are worth S26 mil- 
lion; the rest, still unap- 
proved, are worth around 
S95 million. 

The items covered 
include detergents, cooking 

011 and salt. 

The first trucks carrying 
salt to Iraq from Jordan 
arrived in Baghdad on 
Tuesday, reports from the 
Iraqi capital said. 


American students participate in 
exchange programme with Jordan 


Zeina Durra 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ON MARCH 22, a group of 
jpnth and eleventh grade 
American students arrived 
in Amman as pan of an 
exchange programme 
organised by the Noor A1 
Hussein * Foundation 
I'NHF). 

The majority of the stu- 
dents participating in the 
programme are' from the 1 
Jubilee school in Amman 
and the North Atlanta High. 
School in Atlanta, Georgian ■ 
Their impressions so far 
appear to be very positive. 

"The hospitality here is 
overwhelming,” one stu- 
dent said. “They take you in 
as one of their own.” 

Arab cuisine also seemed 
to be a favourite. "The food 
is delicious, especially the 
falafel!” another said. 

At the same rime, the sru- 
dents also seem to have 
realised that Jordan "isn’t 
all marble and falafel” as 
one explained. They are 
aware of the poverty levels 
and passing through 
Baqa’a. the Palestinian 
refugee camp on the road 
to Jerash, was one of the 
^examples given. 

^ When asked whether their 
expectations of Jordan dif- 
fered from their actual 
experiences, the students 
said, “We realised that Jor- 
dan wasn’t all desert, 
camels and warring fac- 
tions as we have been edu- 
cated. But sadly many 
.Americans hold this preju- 
diced view.” 

One girl mentioned that 
she thought people here 
would be more religious 
and another pupil recounted 
a story which reflected his 


surprise when two girls in 
hijjab pulled a prank as, he 
stated, he would have never 
expected someone so overt- 
ly religious to exhibit such 
zest for life. 

Another student was 
struck by the rocky terrain 
as he had thought that agri- 
culture was a main contrib- 
utor towards the country’s 
economy. 

They unanimously agreed 
that the general living stan- 
dards in Amman equalled 
those in the United Stales 
"except that there isn’t 
always hot water.” 

The pupils of the North 
Atlanta High School boast 
a variety of backgrounds 
and are taught in an original 
manner in which the pro- 
motion of understanding 
other cultures is stressed. 

They have the opportuni- 
ty to learn Arabic, which 
nine out of the eleven visit- 
ing students study as well 
as other Oriental languages. 
They also participate in 
multicultural lessons which 
heighten their adaptation to 
other ways of life. 

Evidence of this is seen in 
the students' broadened 
views, “all the news we 
receive has a biased slant, 
so its good to get the other 
side,” one student said. 
“That’s why I came.” 

The Jubilee School is 
managed along much the 
same lines. 

It too recruits students 
from diverse backgrounds 
and teaches in an original 
manner in which students 
are encouraged to question 
their teachers. 

As one exchange student 
said, “It’s veiy democratic.” 

The American students’ 
teacher. Mr. R. Hornsby 


said,”Our schools could 
learn a lot from [this 
method of instruction].” 

When asked if the stu- 
dents were afraid to visit 
Jordan in light of the inci- 
dent in the north in which 
Israeli schoolchildren were 
assaulted earlier this 
month, one replied, 'This 
type of incident happens all 
the time back home. If I 
were to be scared of things 
like this I’d never leaVr my : 
house!” 

The students visited the 
Royal Palace and met with 
HRH Prince Ghazi to 
whom they took an imme- 
diate lilting. 

“We were all really ner- 
vous about meeting him but 
in walked this really 
chilled-out guy,” one stu- 
dent enthused. 

When die Prince inquired 
as to their impressions of 
Jordanian youth, the con- 
sensus was that they are 
quite similar to American 
youth. 

To this Prince Ghazi 
replied that people are the 
same everywhere and that 
they have the same needs, 
ambitions, fears and wants. 

The students will contin- 
ue their tour of Jordan with 
visits to Madaba, Petra and 
Jerash. 

“This is the first of many 
exchanges,” said Dr. Mary 
Zumot. exchange coordina- 
tor for the American side. 
“Next time it will hopefully 
be for a more extended 
period.” 

The Jordanian students 
are scheduled to visit 
Atlanta in autumn of this 


Arab nations to discuss health insurance 


CAIRO (Petra) — Repre- 
sentatives of Arab nations' 
^health ministers will hold a 
meeting in Amman in June 
to discuss health insurance 
in the Arab World, Minister 
of Health Ashraf Kurdi 
announced Wednesday. 

Dr. Kurdi, currently lead- 
ing Jordan’s delegation to 
the Arab Health Ministers 
meeting at the Arab League 
headquarters in Cairo, said 
that the decision was taken 
at the start of a two-day 
meeting during which the 


ministers also decided to 
create a higher council on 
medicine to support Arab 
pharmaceutical industries. 

The ministers have 
reviewed pan-Arab efforts 
to combat drugs, a pan- 
Arab plan for child care and 
unifying Arab countries’ 
health legislation, he added. 

In their two-day meeting, 
the Arab ministers will also 
discuss a pan- Arab strategy 
regarding health develop- 
ment and other topics 
including the general health 


condition of the Arab popu- 
lation in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

Dr. Kurdi said that the 
ministers have examined a 
request by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
to join the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) as 
well as matters connected 
with the implementation of 
a pan-Arab health coopera- 
tion agreement and cooper- 
ation with world organisa- 
tions in dealing with health- 
related issues. 
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Prime minister discusses private sector role 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 

Majali Wednesday reaf- 
firmed the new 1 govern- 
ment’s support for the pri- 
vate sector in building up 
the national economy and 
addressing obstacles 
impeding trade exchanges 
and exports. 

In a conference with 
Chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
Haidar Murad as well as 
chamber board members 
who called to congratulate 
the prime minister on the 
formation of the new gov- 
ernment, Dr. Majali 
affirmed that his govern- 
ment would accelerate the 
process of approving legis- 
lation which aims at stimu- 
lating the national economy 
and attracting foreign 
investors to the Kingdom. 

Dr. Majali also stated that 
his government would do 
everything possible to pro- 
mote Jordanian trade with 
other Arab nations and take 
steps to ensure the market- 
ing of national products in 
the Arab World and beyond. 


He urged private sector 
institutions to adopt a 
decentralisation policy and 
launch economic and trade 
projects in different gover- 
norates- The prime minis- 
ter also pledged to lessen 
bureaucracy in government 
administration services 

Mr. Murad requested that 
the government allow pil- 
grims passing through Jor- 
dan on their way to and 
back from Mecca to shop in 
Jordan and visit holy sites 
in the Kingdom. 

He stated that such a 
move would stimulate com- 
mercial activity in Jordan. 
Dr. Murad agreed to his 
request. 

At the meeting. Mr. 
Murad pledged that the pri- 
vate sector would back gov- 
ernment plans in addressing 
unemployment. 

Prime minister meets 

with Bosnian general 

Also Wednesday, Dr. 
Majali received General 
Rasim Dilic, commander of 
the Bosnian armv, and the 





Subsequent to a meeting with the chairman nf the Amman Chamber of Commerce. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salara Majali meets with General of the Bosnian Armed Forces 
Rasim Dilic to discuss military issues (Petra photo) 


two reviewed regional and 
international affairs. 

Gen. Dilic paid tribute to 


peace keeping forces in 
Bosnia. 

The general later met the 


the role of the Jordan Chairman of the Joint 
Armed Forces within UN Chiefs of Staff of the Jor- 


dan Armed Force > Marshal 
Abdul Hale/. Marie K:t.tlv 
nch and the two reviewed 
military issues and hilaier.il 
relation^. 


Jordan to observe World Health Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will observe World Health 
Day on Apr. 7. under the 
theme of fighting conta- 
gious diseases, as~ directed 
by the Word Health Organi- 
sation (WHO), and has pre- 
pared a series of public 
awareness programmes to 
spread health conscious- 
ness in the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Health 
released a statement delin- 
eating a joint public and 
private sector committee 


whose members are 
involved in public health, 
combating infectious dis- 
eases and programmes of 
seminars, lectures in 
schools, universities and 
youth and sports centres as 
well as the distribution of 
leaflets and posters. 

The health awareness 
campaign will also be car- 
ried out with the help of 
mosque preachers and char- 
itable and voluntary soci- 
eties, the ministry stated. 


The Ministry of Health, in 
conjunction with WHO. 
will organise a media cam- 
paign through radio, televi- 
sion and the press and will 
organise a volleyball match 
in cooperation with the 
ministries of youth and 
higher education in which 
participants will don sports- 
wear with the WHO logo to 
promote health awareness. 

The campaign will be 
implemented in different 
governorares. 


A WHO memorandum, 
issued in observance of 
World Health Day. suited 
that despite major success- 
es in combating contagious 
diseases, outbreaks of 
malaria and tuberculosis 
are "making a comeback" 
while tetanus, diphtheria, 
meningitis and cholera are 
reappearing on occasional 
bases. 

WHO Regional Director 
for the Near East Dr. Hus- 
sein Abdul Razaq Jazairi 


noted that contagious dis- 
eases such as Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome (AIDS) have been 
on the increase. AIDS has 
heretofore killed six million 
people. 

Dr. Jazairi noted that 
WHO has implemented an 
integrated strategy to help 
nations combat di-eases 
through immunisation cam- 
paigns. health education 
and prompt responses to 
outbreaks. 


German ‘high-level’ group to be briefed on Jordanian society, politics and economy 


By Lola Kellani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN In a bid to. 
acquire both a more com- 
prehensive understanding 
and ’an authentic detailed 
analysis of culture, econo- 
my and the political scene 
in Jordan, a high-level 
group from the public and 
private sectors in Germany 
Wednesday arrived in the 
Kingdom. 

The TSnissteiner Kreis, a 
group of people who repre- 
sent the industrial and polit- 
ical sectors of Germany, are 
on an information tour in 
order to experience more 


What’s 


than just the “folkloric 
aspect” of the Kingdom, 
according to Manfred. 
Haack, representative of ifie, 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation 
(FEF) in Amman. 

The FEF, which is respon- 
sible for organising an 
information seminar ro pro- 
vide the group with “com- 
prehensive and well-found- 
ed current and future 
prospects in Jordan,” con- 
vened this seminar, accord- 
ing to Mr. Haack. 

The seminar is slated to 
provide the group, some of 
whom are members in the 
federal government as well 
as representatives of lead- 


ing German industries, with 
information about the situa- 
tion in Joirian in view of a 
merging Jordanian -Euro- 
pean partnership agree- 
ment. 

“The high-level group 
will nor only be educated 
about Jordan, they will 
carry the Jordanian mes- 
sage back ro Germany," Mr. 
Haack stated. “There they 
will convey it to other influ- 
ential people.” 

The 58-member German 
group includes Dr. Klaus- 
Dieter von Horn, a director 
from the Federal Ministry' 
of Economics in Bonn. Dr. 
Knur Kage. a director from 


the Federal Ministry of 
Finance in Bonn. Mr. 
Joachim Kraplin. secretary 
general from the Chamber 
of Industry and Commerce 
in Dusseldorf, Dr. Martin 
Seidel, ministerial adviser 
the Federal Ministry of 
Economics in Bonn. Dr. 
■Wolfram Rohde-Liebenau. 
director of Siemens AG in 
Munich. 

Addressing the group in 
today's seminar, are: Dr. 
Sari Nasser, sociologist at 
the University of Jordan, 
who will discuss the social 
structure of Jordan: Dr. 
Elias Salameh. water expert 
at the University of Jordan 


who will address the water 
situation: Dr. Mustafa 

Hamameh. director of the 
Centre of Strategic Studies 
at the University of Jordan 
who will focus on the 
democratisation process 
and Dr. Taleb Rifai. director 
of the Investment Promo- 
tion Corporation who will 
explain structural obstacles 
in relation to the Jordanian 
economy. 

The Tdnissteiner Krcis 
group, established in the 
1950’s*. promotes 

international relations and 
represemation of Germany 
and Germans abroad. 


On 


/ \ 
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FILM 

* “Edgar Degas; The 
Unquiet . Spirit” (with 
commentary in Arabic 
by Adrian -Al Sharif) at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh on Thursday at 
6:00 pjiL 

FOURTH AMMAN 
I THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Jordanian play: “We 
-Loved Each Other 5 -’ at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on 
Thursday at 8:30 pan. 
(Festival opening on 
Thursday at 6:00 pin.) 

' *French play: '^Entree 
dans le theatre des 
ore flies” by LaCompag- 
nie de rEneigurofene at 
the Royal Cultural . Cen- 
. tee on Friday at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Artworks by Egypt- 
ian artist Jamil Sbafiq 
entitled “Black and 
White*’; at Baladna Art 
-Gallery, Gardens- Street 
'. (Tel. 6S7598), until April 

lO- CThfi artist will be at 
-Bdadna Gallery on Sat- 
urday March 29 to sign 
fimited copies of prints 
of his work). 

. Display of. products 
by Jordan Design and 
Hade Centre of Noor Al 
Hussein: . -.Foundation, 
Wadi . Saqra (TeL 
69914172), until March 
•30. . 


\ \ UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
\ PRINCESS RANIA AL- ABDULLAH 

JORDAN RIVER FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Is organizing a fund raising campaign 

Gothsjoys, books, non-perishable foods, monetary contributions and anything 
that will put a smile on a child's face will be collected 

From March 25 until April 3, 1997 
Between 8:00am - 7:00pm 

Donated gifts could be sent to one of the following locations:- 
Jordan River Designs showroom (See map), Al Ahlia Abela - 
McDonald's (Mecca St) - Iman Early Learning Center (Abdoun) - Safeway - 
Fakherdin Restaurant - Aramex (Mecca SL/Infront of Dahiat Al Hussien ) 

Or you can deposit your contribution to:- 

A special Jordan River For Development Projects' bank account number 48/50493/20 
At Hie Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Following, allocated funds will be distributed all over the kingdom between April 6 until April 15,1 997 
An account of what is contributed will appear daily in local newspapers 

We hope you will join us in making this Eid one to remember for our needy children, even if it 

means a sacrifice. 




Jordan 

River Designs 


Rainbtm 

inn 


\n.r~7 


1st circle 


For further information call 613081 or Fax 613083 


Notes: 

. Items should be clean and in a good condition 

. When sending a parcel, kindly attach a brief description with a recommended age or size. 
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4 World News 


West Afghanistan fighting marks 


crucial stage in factional tussle 


KABUL (AFP) — Inten- 
sified fighting in Afghanis- 
tan's western Badghis pro- 
vince marks a crucial stage 
in the war between the Tale- 
ban Islamic militia and its 
opponents, analysts said. 

Badghis opens the door to 
Herat, and if the anti -Tale- 
ban alliance can capture 
Herat, the road is open all 
the way to Kandahar, the 
Taleban base in southwest 
Afghanistan, they said. 

They said that if the Tale- 
ban were seriously chal- 
lenged on their home turf, 
the religious militia gar- 
risoned in Kabul and the 
frontlines further north, 
would be obliged to pull- 
back to defend Kandahar. 

Fighting in Badghis has 
healed up and the ethnic 
Uzbek opposition forces led 
by northern warlord Gene- 
ral Abdul Rashid Dostum 
have reportedly pushed the 
Taleban back to the provin- 
cial capital of Qala-i-Naw. 

Reports from the Badghis 
frontlines are scanty and 
difficult to verify, but the 
consensus of sources is that 
Gen. Dostum's fighters 


have captured the Taleban 
outposts of Mangan. Buz- 
boy. Pul-i-Khana and proba- 
bly also Darra-i-Boom on 
the northern defensive peri- 
meter of Qala-i-Naw. 

Reports that the strategic 
heights called Sang-i-Atesh. 
less than 10 kilometres east 
of Qalaw-i-Naw. have been 
captured by Gen. Dostum 
troops might be premature, 
but the provincial capital is 
clearly under threat, they 
added. 

The official Taleban press 
spokesman in Kabul Mullah 
Amir Khun Muttaqi has 
repeatedly told journalists 
that claims of military' ad- 
vances by Gen. Dostum in 
Badghis were "baseless." 

Nevertheless Mr. Muttaqi 
admitted $00 Taleban rein- 
forcements have been flown 
from Kabul to Herat, from 
where they were trucked or 
helicoptered to Qala-i-Naw. 
a city which civilians have 
largely deserted. 

■‘In the past month around 
2.000 Afghan families have 
evacuated Qala-i-Naw and 
withdrawn to Herat city." 
Western aid workers said. 


Gen. Dostum's ally Ismael 
Khan, the former governor 
of Herat who was driven out 
by the Taleban in September 
1995. has been seen in Bad- 
ghis in command of his res- 
urrected ethnic Tajik forces. 

Ismael Khan's men are 
said to have been helicop- 
tered from their sanctuary 
near Mashad in eastern Iran, 
to the Badghis district cen- 
tre of Morghab. 104 kilome- 
tres to the north of Qala-i- 
Naw. 

Information about an ad- 
vance by Ismael Khan from 
Morghab via Mangan to- 
wards the Taleban-controlled 
border station of Tor-ghundi 
in neighbouring Herat pro- 
vince is sketchy, but logical. 

The terrain there is rugged 
and desolare, the road mere- 
ly a track, but locals who 
have travelled the area to 
harvest the wild growing 
pistachio forests, say the 
route would be passable by 
trucks and tanks. 

It is not clear whether the 
strategy of Gen. Dostum 
and Ismael Khan is merely 
to contain a large force of 
Taleban in Qala-i-Naw and 


Ocn. Dostum $ tigmcrs western aro worriers saio. laitoan in i^aia-wNaw 

French defence minister admits 
NATO command impasse with U.S 

\\. f \ C Li I M/ 7 TAM i A CDr _ nl iininn nnrl turtrt .in Hi 


WASHINGTON t.AFPl — 
French Defence Minister 
Charles Mi I Ion indicated 
Tuesday there had been no 
progress in talks with his 
U.S. counterpart on shared 
leadership of the NATO 
southern command. 

“To tell you today that we 
are in agreement would be 
wrong," Mr. Millon told a 
press conference, saying, 
however, that he had insist- 
ed to U.S. Defence Secre- 
tary William Cohen on an 
"equitable" division of 
NATO responsibilities. 

Mr. Millon. who arrived 
here Monday;, met at the 
Pentagon with Mr. Cohen 
Tuesday on a range of 
NATO issues, including the 
U.S.-French dispute over 
who should lead the Naples- 
based southern command. 

Before his three-hour 
talks with Mr. Cohen. Mr. 
Millon told reporters; “It 
seems evident to U.S. that 
to have a strengthened 
trans- Atlantic link, to have 
a true i runs- Atlantic renew- 
al. it would be convenient to 
move toward a parity of 


responsibility." 

France has proposed shar- 
ing the key regional com- 
mand. but Washington in- 
sists that it remain under a 
U.S. commander for at least 
a period of five to seven 
years when the issue would 
be reviewed again. 

The dispute threatens to 
halt France's return to 
NATO's military structure . 

The meeting "between the 
two defence ministers came 
as France and the Ltaiied 
States jointly try to find a 
peaceful resolution to the 
crisis in Zaire, which has 
caused both countries to 
send troops to the region to 
protect their citizens. 

Mr. Millon said that he 
does "not foresee an inter- 
national force” in the cen- 
tral African country. 

“Mr Cohen and I reaf- 
firmed our commitment to 
unity in Zaire and the rees- 
tablishment of civil peace, 
and wc agreed that if the es- 
tablishment of civil peace 
requires a government of na- 
tional union, we would fa- 
vour a 2 ovcmmeni of nation- 


al union and work on diplo- 
matic initiatives towards this 
goal.” Mr. Millon said. 

Mr. Millon said earlier 
U.S. and French diplomats 
were trying to get Zaire's 
President Mobutu Sese 
Seko and rebel leader Lau- 
rent-Desire Kabila to agree 
on a government that is 
backed by the people. 

Mr. Millon. who met Mr. 
Cohen for the first time 
Monday night aL dinner, 
reiterated that France will 
withdraw its troops from 
Bosnia when U.S. forces 
depart in June 199S when 
the mandate of current 
31.000-strong NATO-led 
Stabilisation Force runs out. 

With only 16 months to 
go, Mr. Cohen is pressing 
the Europeans to get the ci- 
vilian aspects of the Bos- 
nian peace accords moving. 

Municipal elections were 
postponed, resettlement of 
refugees has stalled, fund- 
ing for economic recon- 
struction has lagged, and 
the international police 
force is inadequate to the 
task of keeping order. 


Bhutto storms out of parliament 


ISLAMABAD iRi — Former Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto stormed out of an 
inaugural session of Pakistan's new parlia- 
ment with her opposition party deputies 
Wednesday, demanding that President 
Farooq Leghari step down. 

Members of Ms. Bhutto’s Pakistan 
People's Party tPPPt tried to interrupt Mr. 
Leghari’s address to a joint session of the 
Senate i Upper House* and National As- 
sembly (Lower House) by raising an uproar 
of objections before walking out. 

However, the president, a former Bhutto 
protege, appeared unruffled and continued 
his speech, expounding the government's 
policies at the start of the parliamentary 
year. 

Mr. Leghari's speech, and the opposition 
walkout, were shown live on state tclevi- 


Ironically. deputies from Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan Muslim League 
iPML). many of whom had shouted down 
Mr. Leghari on u similar occasion in 1994. 
helped him Wednesday by cheering and 
thumping desks to drown out opposition 
protests. 

Ms. Bhutio taler told reporters Mr. Leghari 
was no longer qualified to hold office because 
he had engaged in corruption and nepotism 
and broken a pledge never to use controversial 
constitutional powers to sack an elected gov- 
ernment and national assembly. 

Mr. Leghari dismissed Ms. Bhutto's 
three-year government on Nov. 5 for al- 
leged corruption and misrule and called 
elections on Feb. 3. which Sharif won by a 
landslide. 

Ms. Bhutto demanded the formation of a 
joint committee of both houses of parlia- 
ment to inquire into her allegations. 

Mr. Leghari denied the charges. “May 
God keep me from corruption and nepo- 
tism." he told reporters after his speech. 

Mr. Leghari was PPP nominee for presi- 
dent when the national and prov incial par- 
liaments elected him for a six-vear term in 
1993. 

Ms. Bhutto said he had “lost the moral 
justification and basis to continue in office" 
by dismissing components of bis ow n elec- 
toral college. 

She reiterated charges that the Feb. 3 polls 
had been rigged and said the PPP was still 
awaiting statements of vole count at every 
polling station from the election commission. 

“Mr. Leghari by his continuous conduct 
has shown strong bias, practiced political 


victimisation, interfered in holding of free, 
impartial and transparent elections, and dis- 
play ed favouritism and nepotism in appoin- 
ting his relatives and cronies to high gov- 
ernment positions." she said. 

Ms. Bhutto said Mr. Leghari had also pur- 
sued his own economic policy through an 
interim gov emment he formed after sacking 
her. 

“Subsequent events and the continued 
dow nward slide of the economic situation 
has clearly proved that the spurious presi- 
dential prescription for economic reforms 
has failed, making it thus incumbent upon 
him to honourably step down from his 
office forthwith." she declared. 

Mr. Leghari urged Indian leaders Wednes- 
day to take a realistic stance on Kashmir to 
allow revived dialogue to flourish. 

"We would expect the Indian leadership 
to demonstrate more realism during the 
resumption of talks." Mr. Leghari said. 

He was referring to talks between the top 
diplomats of the Indian and Pakistani for- 
eign ministries which are due to resume in 
New Delhi Friday after a three-year break. 

“i Then ) It would be possible for the two 
big countries of South Asia to have good 
relations free of bitterness and rift so that 
both countries can spend part of their 
incomes on improving the condition of their 
people." Mr. Leghari said. 

The last round of foreign secretary-level 
talks collapsed in January 1994 over the 
dispute on Kashmir — a mostly Muslim 
region which has been divided between the 
two countries since shortly after their birth 
as independent states in 1947. 

Mr. Leghari said Foreign Minister Gohar 
Ayub would meet his Indian counterpart 
Inder Kumar Gujral. Their talks are expect- 
ed to take place on the sidelines of. or after, 
a non-aligned movement meeting in New 
Delhi on April 7 and 8. 

“As a result of the stages of these talks, it 
is possible that even higher-level talks take 
place." Mr. Leghari said. 

He appeared to be referring to a possible 
meeting between the two prime ministers in 
May in the Maldives, venue of a summit of 
the South .Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation. 

“But the condition is that India should 
adopt a realistic approach and should agree 
to implement the promise it had made to a 
world body and world nations to give 
Kashmiris their fundamental right of self- 
determination." Mr. Leshari added. 


thereby take the military 
pressure off their eastern 
Afghanistan fronts, or if 
they plan to advance and try 
to seize Qala-i-Naw and 
Herat 

If Herat is the potential 
prize, analysts say Qala-i- 
Naw could even be by- 
passed by using the Tor- 
ghandi Road, a tactic — if 
successful — which would 
oblige the Taleban to evacu- 
ate Badghis or risk being 
cut-off. 

Herat is of great impor- 
tance; In addition to its 
strategic airport arsenal and 
immensely lucrative cus- 
toms revenue from cross- 
border traders, it opens the 
way to the Taleban heart- 
land of Kandahar, 565 kilo- 
metres to the southeast 

This route is well-known 
and already tried by Ismael 
Khan: he suffered an igno- 
minious defeat at the hands 
of the Taleban here two 


years ago. 

“The question now, is 
whether Ismael Khan with 
or without Gen. Dostum's 
help wants to give it another 
go." one analyst said. 


NATO is 


considering 


new HQ 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
NATO is considering chan- 
ging headquarters because 
the building it has occupied 
for the past 30 years in 
Brussels is too small and 
rundown, diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

“The concrete is crum- 
bling, cracks are hidden by 
wallpaper and the new 
buildings that have been set 
up for the staff of the part- 
nership for peace military 
cooperation programme 
‘are just prefabricated cubi- 
cles,” a NATO official said. 

NATO’s plan to start 
opening its doors to East 
European countries at its 
Madrid summit in July 
makes the issue all the 


more pressing as extra 
space will be needed to 
accommodate the expand- 
ed membership. 

NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana recently 
asked the 16 current mem- 
bers of the organisation to 
give their views on the 
future of the alliance head- 
quarters. the diplomats 
said. 

Among the first sugges- 
tions were either to build a 
brand new headquarters on 
the actual premises or to 
relocate to Bonn after the 
German government admi- 
nistration transfers to Ber- 
lin. 

King .Albert U has alrea- 
dy told the alliance council 
that Belgium w'ould spare 
no effort “to secure the 
good functioning of the 
alliance into the 2lstcentu- 


There are several argu- 
ments favouring the Bel- 


gian option. 

It would consist of des- 
troying the current build- 
ings. which were never 
meant to be fixtures, on the 
30-hectare (75-acre) site 
and making better use of 
extensive parking facilities. 

Also the location of the 
NATO building in Brussels 
facilitates relations with 
the European LUiion and 
the Western European Un- 
ion, both of w’hose head- 
quarters are also in Brus- 
sels. a diplomat said. 

Above all. it is only 15 
minutes away by helicopter 
from NATO's military base 
at Mons in the south of the 


country. 

It remains to be seen 
whether building new 
headquarters in Brussels 
would be more expensive 
than transferring to Bonn, 
an alternative which Ger- 
many has not officially 
offered so far. 

In diplomatic terms, 
Bonn might not be the best 
choice with reganis to Rus- 
sia. who does not want to 
have the alliance infra- 
structures come- too dose 
to its borderl^ aactfcer 
NATO official said. 

The final decision, which 
will require a consensus 
among the 16 members of 
the alliance, could be taken 
in June, diplomats said. 
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Former President George Bush, 72, makes an accelerated free fall jump from approx- 
imately 12,500 feet using a civilian sport parachute at the U.S. Army Yuma Proving 
Ground Tuesday (Renter photo) 


Bush fulfills pledge with 


jump over Arizona desert 


YUMA PROVING 

GROUND, Arizona (R) — 
Former President George 
Bush parachuted out of an 
airplane over the Arizona 
desert Tuesday, fulfilling 
his promise to himself after 
bailing out of his crippled 
World War navy bomber. 

Mr. Bush jumped with 
eight others including mem- 
bers of the U.S. parachute 
association and the army’s 
Golden Knights parachute 
team. Linked by a harness 
to a pair of expen jumpra as- 
ters, the 72-year-old former 
chief executive stepped of 
the civilian airplane and 
sailed into a cloudless sky 
about 3,800 metres over the 
army’s Yuma Proving 
Ground. 

He deployed an orange, 
yellow and blue parachute 
at about 1.370 metres, the 
harness was released and be 
glided solo to the desert 
floor. Touching down safely 
on a warm, breezy day. 


Asked how he felt after 
his first parachute jump 
since bailing out over the 
Pacific Ocean during the 
war. Mr. Bush gave onlook- 
ers the thumbs-up signal, 
“like that,” said Mr. Bush, 
decked out in a red, white 
and blue jumpsuit. 

President Bill Clinton, 
speaking at a White House 
event before Mr. Bush made 
his jump, said: “I am might- 
ily impressed." he added: “I 
can’t wait to see him get 
down and give us the story.” 

Mr. Bush was met on the 
ground by his wife Barbara 
and half a dozen people 
who rushed to meet him. A 
crowd of about 50 people 
watched the jump at the 
Military Proving Ground, 
including an emergency 
crew on hand in case of a 
mishap. 

Mr. Bush last jumped 
from an airplane in Septem- 
ber 1944 when his torpedo 
bomber was shot down on a 


19 killed in Albania in last 24 hours 


TIRANA (AFP) — A total 
of 19 people, inducting a 
policemen, have been killed 
in Albania in the past 24 
hours as armed bands con- 
tinued to run amok in the 
crisis-hit country, various 
sources said Wednesday. 

The new deaths bring to 
over 200 the number of 
those killed since residents 
began looting arms depots 
on Feb. 28. 

The policeman was 
gunned down during a 
failed bank robbery in the 
northern town of Burrel 
Tuesday evening. Three 
gunmen shot the officer, 
who was standing guard 
outside the bank, with auto- 
matic weapons but were 
pursued and arrested by 
security’ forces, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

The killing brings to five 
the number of policemen 
slain in three days by crimi- 
nals, who have been operat- 
ing unchecked in many 
parts of the country since 
fleeing jails at the high- 
point of the unrest in Al- 
bania. 

In Tirana, two criminals 
were killed in a shootout 
between rival gangs. Un- 
known assailants shot and 
killed a man in his car and 
injured a four-year-old child 
who was in the same vehi- 
cle. 

A service station near the 
southern town of Vlore, the 
cradle of the uprising, was 
attacked Tuesday afternoon. 


The owner and one employ- 
ee were killed and three 
other people were injured, a 
local journalist said. 

Three bodies riddled with 
bullets were found by the 
side of a road at Levan, near 
the southern town of Fieri, 
the Interior Ministry- said. 

An 1 8-year-old man was 
gunned down in the south- 
ern town of Be rat, while 
two people were killed in 
what appeared to be a tradi- 
tional vendetta in the north- 
ern town of Mirdita. 

An lS-year-old man was 
also found dead in his home 
in the northern town of Mat. 
while a clash between rival 
gangs in another northern 
Town. Bulqiza, left one per- 
son dead. 

Greek media, quoting re- 
porters in the south, said 
that two people were killed 
in Gjirokasier and three in 
Korea. 

Unrest broke out in Al- 
bania in January over the 
collapse of bogus invest- 
ment schemes and devel- 
oped into an anti-govern- 
ment uprising that has left 
much of the south in rebel 
hands. 

Meanwhile, Italy Wednes- 
day expelled more than 100 
Albanian refugees deemed 
dangerous, sending them 
back to their country, while 
the influx of people to Italy 
from Albania appeared to 
have eased, police said. 

Those expelled Wednes- 
day joined about 700 others 


taken back to Albanian in 
recent days by army heli- 
copters, among them prison 
escapees and criminals, ac- 
cording to authorities here. 

Their expulsion was made 
possible by a decree adopt- 
ed on March 19 following 
an exodus of some 12,000 
Albanians fleeing violence 
in their country. 

Authorities said mean- 
while that for the second 
consecutive night Tuesday, 
no boats carrying refugees 
had been reported crossing 
the Strait of Otranto sepa- 
rating the two countries. 

The last arrival of refu- 
gees dates back to Monday 
evening when an Albanian 
cargo ship transporting 556 
peopled docked in the 
southeast port of Brindisi 
after being assisted in rough 
waters by the Italian Coast 
Guard. 

Italy, overwhelmed by the 
influx of refugees. Monday 
decided to reenforce a 1991 
accord with Albania on pal- 
rolljng the Adriatic to pre- 
vent any more arrivals. 

The accord allows the Ita- 
lian Navy to patrol in Al- 
bania’s territorial waters 
and convince boats trans- 
porting refugees to head 
back to their port of origin. 

Italy has also led calls for 
the European Union to send 
a multinational force to 
Albania to assist in the dis- 
tribution of humanitarian 
aid. 


Strong quake rocks Japanese 


island causing injuries, landslides 


TOKYO (AFP) — A strong 
earthquake measuring 6.2 
on the Richter Scale struck 
the southern Japanese is- 
land of Kyushu Wednesday, 
followed by three major 
aftershocks, causing inju- 
ries and landslides, officials 
said. 

At least 16 people were 
injured, but no one ap- 
peared to be hurt seriously, 
a police official said. 

The epicentre of the 
quake, which occurred at 
around 5:31 p.m. (0831 
GMT), was located in the 
western part of Kagoshima 
prefecture on Kyushu, at a 


depth of 20 kilometres . the 
meteorological agency said. 

At least 17 landslides oc- 
curred while five houses 
were damaged, officials of 
the Kagoshima prefec rural 
police department said, ad- 
ding that cracks had been 
found in four roads in the 
prefecture. 

Three aftershocks, mea- 
suring 5.2, then 4.7 and 4.1, 
hit at 5:39 pan., 6:05 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. A minor after- 
shock of 3.2 was recorded 
at 6:15 p.m. A total of 140 
tremors have been moni- 
tored. agency officials said. 

A 47-year-old woman in 


Miyanojo was struck on the 
head by a rock, while a 56- 
year-old woman in the same 
area who was hurt when a 
chest of drawers toppled on 
her, the police officials said. 

The temblor was most 
strongly felt in Akune. Sen- 
dai and Miyanojo near the 
epicentre, registering five- 
plus on the Japanese quake 
scale of up to seven. 

The meteorological agen- 
cy warned further after- 
shocks could hit the area, 
causing tremors of up to 
four on the Japanese scale, 
but said there was no danger 
of ‘Tsunami’’ waves. 


Sen. Helms 


Chemical 


pact 

possible 


strafing run over an island 
in the Pacific Ocean about 
965 kilometres south of 
Japan. With his plane on 
fire and severely damaged 
by anti-aircraft fire, he flew 
out over the ocean before he 
bailed out and was rescued 
by a navy submarine. His 
two crewmen were killed. 

Mr. Bush renewed his 
pledge to make a parachute 


jump at a recenr meeting of 
the U.S. Parachute Associa- 


tion where he was given a 
vintage World War 5 para- 
chute. He and Barbara, who 
gave her blessing to the 
jump, arrived Monday in 
Yuma, where the former 
president got eight hours of 
training with parachute 
experts. 

The landing site is used by 
the Golden Knights preci- 
sion skydiving team for 
training and is part of the 
Proving Ground used by the 
army to rest equipment and 
weapons systems. 


WINGATE. North Caroli- 
na (R) — In a major shift, 
key U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms 
said Tuesday he was nego- 
tiating with the Clinton 
administration over the 
landmark chemical wea- 
pons treaty and to ratifi- 
cation of the pact by the 
Senate was now within 
reach. 

“If both sides will sit 
down (and negotiate) and 
be realistic about it, there’s | . 
a very good chance there ’ 
could be a treaty.” said Sen. ^ i ■ V 
Helms, the influential Re- • 
publican chairman of the 1 if 11 . 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee who has 1 
blocked Senate action on ^ i' 1 

the treaty for months. I* 

He said he would hold 
another committee hearing I 

on the treaty in two weeks 
after Congress returns to ' t 
work from the Easter re- 
cess. 

He made his comments at . (l , ; 
a news conference with 
Secretary of State Made- Y* :v 

leine Albright, who has ' ' 

spent months wooing the . v 

senator in her campaign to , j,.-.! 
bring bipartisanship back 
to U.S. foreign policy. . ' 

For the second time in a 
year, Mrs. Albright spent ] , . 

the day with Sen. Helms in 
his home state of North 
Carolina, talking about for- 
eign policy with communi- Y; 

ty leaders, businessmen 
and students. 

Until now. Sen. Helms 
and his aides had focused 
publicly mainly on his ‘ 

strong opposition to the^ >. 

treaty. ' ‘ . 

On Tuesday, standing Y 

with Mrs. Albright outside 
Wingate University’s Jesse 
Helms Centre, which its 
administrators say pro- f 

motes “traditonal values. 
democractic government 
nhd free enterprise," Sen. ',. r . 

Helms expressed a willing- > 
ness to deal. 

He said up until now, the _ ' u ' 

administration had “stone- 
walled’’ his demands for j|f^ 

changes relating to the 
treaty, which bans the pro- ! r 1 
duction. stockpiling and 
use of chemical weapons. . 

But Sen. Helms said that 
last Wednesday, he and key 
Democratic Sen. Joseph \j 
Biden had worked together ... . 
for more than four hours 
and “covered 21 differ- . 

ences and resolved them.” 

‘There’d be no problem 
with it ( the treaty ) if we can -7- . ’ , 

continue to negotiate as we 
have been for the last few ,. [*_, 
days,’’ Sen. Helms said. 

Sen. Helms said that the .. 
issue of United Nations . 
reform would not be tied to -■’* . 
the chemical weapons 
treaty. 

He gave no details about ^ 
the compromises under ,l 
discussion. - ,1, 

Administration officials 
have said that while they ;, ' :I 
oppose amendments to the . t ; 11 
treaty itself, they would 11 
consider adding conditions •J; 1 " 
to the Senate resolution of '■ 
ratification to meet the con- : ' ’ ! ' 
cents of Sen. Helms and ’.J 
others. - 

The chemical weapons ?J 
treaty, negotiated under *■ 
then-President Geojge " J|! 
Bush, a Republican, was ."un- 
signed by the United States ^ T t '- l 
and 129 other countries in 7, 
Paris on Jan. 1 2, 1993, and •' 
by last count, 161 countries ; " r, ‘ ■•! 
have signed it. , *i 

Some 70 countries have-'' . 



ratified the pact and it will 
take effect on April 29. 
1997. 

President Bill Clinton 
and Mrs. Albright have 
both made Senate ratifica- 
tion of the pact a priority of 
his second terra in office 
and have warned that if the 
Senate fails to act by April 
29. the United States will 
be excluded from partici- 
pating in the administera- 
tion and monitoring of the 
pact. 

This would be a major 
political loss for Mr. Clin- 
ton and Mrs. Albright 

At the news conference. 
Sen. Helms called the trea- 
ty “overrated" and said be 
feared the American people 
would have a Talse sense 


is 


in v 

l ”'i/ 


feared the American people , " ll 
would have a Talse sense •'in ) , i ' ( ,l|l! 
of security about it because - 1 '• 
it’s going to accomplish not Ti.. fl . ^ ‘ ' = • . • 
one thing in the world in ** 
terms of protecting the ^ \ 

American people." 
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Bangladesh President Shahabuddin Ahmad (left) and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina (right) watch three world 
leaders (middle left-right) Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, South African President Nelson Mandela and 
Itirkish President Suleyman Demirel wave at cheering crowds at the country’s 26th independence anniversary cel- 
ebration in Dhaka Wednesday. An estimated 200,000 people gathered at the city’s Suhrawardv Garden to listen to 
the world leaders at the day’s main function. The portrait behind the leaders’ shows Bangladesh’s independence 
leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Mrs. Hasina "s father who was killed in a 1975 army coup (Reuter photo) 

World leaders pay tribute to Bangladesh war heroes 


DHAKA (AFP) — South 
African. President Nelson 
Mandela, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and Turkish 
President Suleyman Demi- 
rel Wednesday joined Bang- 
ladeshi leaders in lighting a 
flame to mark the delayed 
celebrations of the country's 
25th anniversary of inde- 
pendence. 

Four decorated war veter- 
ans earned the torch and the 
green and red national flag 
to a central Dhaka par£ 
where some 50,000 people 
had gathered to witness the 
spectacle. 

^ Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed accepted the 
torch to light the “Eternal 
Flame” at the Victory Mo- 
nument Complex, while 
President Shahabuddin Ah- 
mad hoisted the flag. 

Bangladesh declared inde- 
...pendence. from. Pakistan on 
' ‘‘March '2t5l. .19’tt. sparing 4 
'. 8 btoody^h'eVfnonth war,, but 
"celehrabohs of the 25 lb', an; 
niversaiy. were delayed for 


12 months by internal polit- 
ical turmoil. 

Mr. Mandela, addressing 
the cheering crowd, said: 
“People of the African con- 
tinent join me in paying tri- 
bute to the people of Bang- 
ladesh. 

“Every' man must be free 
and the fight for freedom 
will continue until that 
comes. We have come to 
Bangladesh to pay homage 
to its people ... to know 
what it is to fight for free- 
dom.” 

The crowd chanted “Man- 
dela. Mandela” as he con- 
tinued his address, paying 
tribute to Bangladeshi free- 
dom fighters. 

Mr. Arafat, flashing a *V’ 
for victory sign, thanked 
Bangladesh for its support 
of the Palestinian cause. 

“1 am grateful for Bangla- 
desh's support, which will 
‘'always be remembered.” he 
said. 

“I recall with great respect 
(Bangladeshi founding lea- 


der) Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man. who was a great friend 
of Palestine.... and myself." 

Mr. Demirel also fondly 
recalled the support of 
Bangladesh for the Turkish 
people and announced the 
naming of a major avenue 
in Ankara after Mujibur 
Rahman. 

The three leaders earlier 
flew to nearby Savar district 
by military helicopters and 
placed wreaths at the Na- 
tional Martyrs" Monument, 
where they stood in silence 
as the bugle played the last 
post 

The monument commem- 
orates some three million 
Bangladeshis who died in 
the war against Pakistan, 
after which Bangladesh be- 
came independent. 

Bangladesh had until then 
been pan of Pakistan, 
known as East Pakistan. 

The streets of the ;capital. 
Dhaka, took on a festive air 
as thousands marched with 
the country's green and red 


flag. The anniversary of 
independence is marked by 
a public holiday here. 

The three foreign leaders 
arrived here Tuesday to at- 
tend the anniversary cele- 
brations and were scheduled 
to stay for three days. 

But Mr. Arafat is expected 
to cut short his visit to take 
pan in a new round of Mid- 
dle East peace talks, a local 
official said here earlier 
Wednesday. 

He was likely to leave 
here Wednesday evening 
and may travel to Rabat for 
the talks, the official added, 
though his destination and 
time of departure had not 
been confirmed by the Pa- 
lestinian side. 

The official's comments 
came amid reports U.S. en- 
voy Dennis Ross would tra- 
vehto the Middle East Wed- 
nesday for talks with Israeli! 
P rime M inister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat. 


Zaire rebels reject power-sharing with Mobutu 


LOME (R) — A Zairean 
rebel representative, in To- 
go for a summit on the Zaire 
crisis. Wednesday rejected 
sharing power with ailing 
President Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko’s political party before 
elections. 

Bizima Karaha. foreign 
policy strategist for rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila, told 
British Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration Radio in the Togolese 
capital Lome that power- 
sharing, proposed by Mr. 
Mobutu’s party Tuesday, 
was out of the question. 

• “We shall never, never 
enter into any power-shar- 
ing with the government in 
Kinshasa. One thing for 
sure, we are not fighting for 
power-sharing,” he said 

“We are fighting for de- 
mocracy, we are fighting for 
freedom, we are fighting for 
human rights respect, we 
are; fighting for the united 
country, we are fighting for 
a prosperous country, an 
end to their games which 
they have been using for 
more than 30 years.” 

Asked about a specific 
proposal made by Mr. Mo- 
butu’s Popular Revolutio- 
nary Movement in Kinshasa 
for temporary power-shar- 
ing before elections, Mr. 
Karaha said: 

“The problem is not 
power-sharing. The prob- 
lem is those people who 
have been killing our peo- 
ple. Those people do not 
want democracy, those peo- 
ple do not want freedom. 

“The issue is not power- 
sharing because you can 
have power-sharing today 


and the following day Zaire 
will still collapse. The prob- 
lem is democracy, freedom, 
human rights respect. That’s 
all that we want.” 

Mr. Karaha said the rebels 
had sent a delegation to 
Wednesday’s Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU ) 
summit in Lome on Zaire 
because they were invited 
but he said the delegation 
would not start negotiations 
with the government at the 
talks. 

"The only problem is that 
the people in Kinshasa did 
not have a mandate to nego- 
tiate. Secondly, they were 
not willing to negotiate. But 
I have just heard that this 
time maybe they are trying 
to be serious...,” he said. 

“So we think that very 
soon we will start negotia- 
tions.” 

International pressure on 
the two sides to slop fight- 
ing has mounted sharply in 
the past week and was per- 
sonified by the presence of 
U.N. Secretary-General Ko- 
fi Annan in Lome. 

Neither Mr. Mobutu, suf- 
fering from prostare cancer, 
nor Mr. Kabila was expect- 
ed in Lome. But the pros- 
pect of a meeting between 
their delegations was taken 
seriously by diplomats. 

Top French and U.S. offi- 
cials were also in Lome. 

South African President 
Nelson Mandela, criticised 
in the past for refusing the 
lead role in the continent’s 
conflicts, has strongly 
backed efforts to bring 
peace in Zaire, sending 
envoys to both sides in the 


past week. 

His vice-president. Thabo 
Mbeki. was to attend the 
Lome summit after appar- 
ently persuading Mr. Kabila 
to accept the principle of 
talks with Mr. Mobutu's top 
lieutenants instead of the 
66-year-old leader himself. 

The potential break-up of 
Africa's third biggest coun- 
try. which Mr. Mobutu has 
ruled for more than three 
decades, is a nightmare dip- 
lomats want to avoid. 

Congolese President Pas- 
cal Lissouba said in an in- 
terview published Wednes- 
day that an African peace 
force should be sent to 
Zaire. 

“An African force must 
intervene in Zaire where Af- 
rica must play the main role 
(in bringing peace), even if 
the logistical support comes 
from outside the continent,” 
he told the French daily 
newspaper Le Parisien. 

More than 1,000 U.S., 
French and Belgian troops 
are massed in Congo, ready 
to evacuate Westerners from 
Zaire if necessary. 

In theory, Mr. Kabila has 
little reason to stop fighting. 
His troops already control a 
quarter of the country. 

They are moving steadily 
against Lubumbashi. capital 
of the southern province of 
Shaba whose vast reserves 
of copper, cobalt and pre- 
cious metals have made Mr. 
Mobutu's elite super-rich. 

The special OAU summit 
on the Zaire crisis opened in 
Lome Wednesday. 

A colourful ceremony of 
dancers and singers opened 


the summit at 12:30 p.m. 
(1230 GMT), before a mi- 
nute of silence was obser- 
ved for victims of war in the 
Great Lakes region. 

Setting the tone for what 
sources say will be the 
focus of the summit, OAU 
Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad Salim then called 
for Zairean rebels and gov- 
ernment representatives “to 
rise to the occasion of the 
negotiations.” 

This was echoed by a 
message from United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Ko- 
fi Annan which urged “both 
parties to move to the nego- 
tiations table.” 

However rebel delegate 
Gaetan Kakudji had told 
journalists before the start 
of the talks at 1230 GMT 
that the summit's outcome 
“will determine what will 
follow, whether negotia- 
tions can take place." 

Mr. Kakudji and his rebel 
colleague, Mr. Karaha, also 
attending the summit, des- 
cribe themselves as com- 
missioners of foreign affairs 
and cooperation of the rebel 
Alliance of Democratic For- 
ces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire. 

“We are just normal peo- 
ple who want to rebuild our 
country.'’ said Mr. Kakudji. 

The Lome summit ‘"will 
not help the (rebel) cause,” 
said Mr. Karaha. 

“It will help some people 
to understand, some people 
don’t want to understand 
the reality ... The reality is 
that the problem is an inter- 
nal problem of Zaire,” he 
said. 


Armenia to free Azeri PoWs before talks 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's Interfax News Agency said 
Tuesday that Armenia would free Azeri prisoners taken in 
fighting over the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave as a unilateral 
gesture of goodwill ahead of talks in Moscow later this 
week. 

Officials in the Armenian capital Yerevan could not be 
contacted to comment on the report. It could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

Interfax, reporting from Yerevan, quoted an Armenian 
Foreign Ministry statement as saying: “By this move. 
Armenia confi o free prisoners of war without precondt- 
tions on the principle of ‘all for all . 

■' Saying Armenia believed in a compromise to end the con- 
flict over Karabakh, it added that Armenian officials were 
working with the Red Cross to arrange the transfer of pris- 
oners and urged Karabakh and Azeri leaders to follow' suit. 


It was not clear how many prisoners were involved. 

Meanwhile. Azeri President Heydar Aliyev Tuesday 
sharply criticised rhe appointment of a separatist leader 
from Azerbaijan’s breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh enclave 
as prime minister of Armenia. 

“This does not correspond to norms and international 
laws. We cannot accept such an appointment,” he told 
reporters during a visit to the Ukrainian capital, Kiev. 

“We view the appointment of the leader of Karabakh ’s 
Armenian community. Robert Kocharyan, as Armenian 
prime mmisrer*as negative. We do not understand il because 
Nagorno-Karabakh is pan of Azerbaijan." 

Nagorno-Karabakh, entirely within .Azerbaijan's borders 
but populated mostly by ethnic Armenians, broke away 
from Baku’s rule in the late 1980s. Thousands were killed 
in fighting before a ceasefire was declared three years ago. 


IRA bursts into U.K. election 


campaign with double blast 


WILMSLOW, England 
(AFP) — The Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) burst into 
the British electoral cam- 
paign Wednesday with two 
bombs that plunged much 
of northern England's mor- 
ning rail traffic into chaos 
and united the main candi- 
dates in condemnation. 

The twin explosions at the 
train station in this town of 
30,000 near Manchester 
were clearly intended only 
to bring morning commuter 
traffic to a standstill, which 
they did over much of the 
network that runs through 
wilmslow. 

Two IRA-coded telephone 
warnings, the first to a 
woman resident, the second 
to a railway area supervisor, 
allowed for the complete 
evacuation of the station 
and there were neither 
injuries nor serious damage. 

There was a coded warn- 
ing in nearby Doncaster, but 
no explosion. 

The first blast, at a junc- 
tion box on the line near ihe 
station, shook the surround- 
ing residential area at 
around 6:30 a.m. 

The second. 35 minutes 
later on the rail line about 
200 meters from the station, 
detonated as firemen helped 
police cordon off the area. 


“Fortunately none of the 
officers was injured." said a 
fire official. “It appears that 
the intention of the devices 
was disruption rather than 
injury'.” 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor condemned the explo- 
sions. 

"This looks very much as 
though it was the work of 
the IRA — it was a two- fin- 
gered insult to democracy at 
the start of the general elec- 
tion campaign in which 
Sinn Fein is fielding candi- 
dates right across Nonhem 
Ireland ” he said at Heath- 
row Aitport. 

Sinn Fein is the political 
wing of the IRA. 

Mr. Major, fighting an 
uphill campaign to keep his 
job in the face of crushing 
Labour opposition leads in 
the polls, called on the Sinn 
Fein . president. Gerry 
Adams, and his deputy, 
Martin McGuinness, to con- 
demn the blasts. 

“I hope Mr. Adams and 
Mr. McGuinness will unre- 
servedly condemn what 
happened at Wilmslow and 
give a firm assurance there 
will be no more bombs dur- 
ing this campaign. 

“I mean, unequivocally, 
no weasel words, no ifs. no 
buts. but a clear condemna- 


tion of whai has happened 
and an assurance that there 
will be no more of it during 
the general election cam- 
paign.” he >aid. 

“1 hope very much that the 
IRA-Sinn Fein are not 
going to conduct a cam- 
paign in the ballot box in 
Northern Ireland and with 
bombs on the mainland.” 
Labour leader Tony Blair 
called the blasts "an evil 
act” and said that if they 
were confirmed to have 
been the work of the IRA. 
the organisation ‘should be 
in no doubt that whether it 
is the present government 
or any future eo\ eminent, 
there will be an iron deter- 
mination to stand up to out- 
rages of this kind.” 

A furious Irish Prime 
Minister. John Bruton, 
called the attacks “pan of ... 
a cowardly strategy of 
sneaky violence by the IRA. 

“It has completely failed." 
he said. "It has done noth- 
ing but divide the Irish peo- 
ple more deeply.” 

Sinn Fein and the IRA 
blame Mr. Major’s Conser- 
vative government and its 
pereeised political debts to 
the Ulster Unionist MPs 
who support him in parlia- 
ment for intransigence in 
the peace process, in abe- 


yance until after the M;»\ I 
elections. 

Paddy Ashdown. leader of 
the Liberal Democrats. Bri- 
tain's third party, called the 
bombing "a stupid, futile 
but potentially fatal attempt 
by the IRA to bomb them- 
selves into the British elec- 
tion campaign. 

"Of course it won't suc- 
ceed. It hasn't succeeded in 
the past — and it’s not go- 
ing to succeed now." 

The IRA has been bomb- 
ing in Northern Ireland and 
the British mainland since it 
broke a long ceasefire some 
13 months ago with a dev- 
astating bomb in London's 
financial district that killed 
two and did some £100 mil- 
lion tSIotl million i of dam- 
age. 

Ken Maginnis. an Ulster 
Unionist MP. predicted 
more attacks, followed h\ a 
bogus ceasefire just heloie 
election Jay. 

"1 would not be surprised 
if on the Sunday prior to the 
election, following a num- 
ber of incidents like today 's. 
that the IRA will call a cyn- 
ical and bogus ceasefire to 
try to wrong-foot the in- 
coming government." he 
said. 


U.S. recalls envoy in Belarus 
after diplomat’s expulsion 


Australia 
plans 
convention 
to consider 
republic 

CANBERRA (R) — Aus- 
tralia will hold a 10-dav 
convention in December to 
consider whether the coun- 
try should . become a repub-, 
•lie... replacing;. Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth as head of 
state. Prime Minister John 
Howard said Wednesday. 

But Mr. Howard, an 
avowed monarchist, em- 
phasised that his govern- 
ment had no particular 
commitment to the repub- 
lic, a favourite cause of for- 
mer Labour Prime Minister 
Paul Keating. 

“The commitment to 
hold the convention does 
not represent any decision 
by the government that a 
change is necessary or de- 
sirable. nor any dissatisfac- 
tion with the workings of 
the current system,” Mr. 
Howard told parliament. 

The Labour opposition, 
defeated in elections by 
Mr. Howard's Conserva- 
tives a year ago. has ridi- 
culed the government’s 
plans for a constitutional 
convention as an attempt to 
bury the issue. 

Faced with pressure for 
change. Labour says. Mr. 
Howard chose to set up a 
committee — hardly a de- 
cisive move. 

But Mr. Howard himself 
said the convention would 
stick to the issue of the 
republic, and not wander 
into the distractions of 
other constitutional issues. 

"(The government) has 
decided that on balance 
this convention should deal 
only with the question of 
the head-of-state and there- 
fore any possible change to 
a Republican form of gov- 
ernment.'’ Mr. Howard told 
parliament. 

The Republican cause 
has lost momentum since 
Mr. Howard replaced Mr. 
Keating as prime minister 
in the March 1996 elec- 
tions. 

Opinion polls show that 
about half of Australians 
favour a republic but also 
that they think the country 
has more pressing prob- 
lems. Many people do not 
care whether the British 
monarch or an Australian 
president is head of state. 

As soon as Mr. Keating 
left, the official rhetoric van- 
ished and public discussion 
of the republic subsided. 

Mr. Howard said the con- 
vention would have 152 
delegates and public input 
would be encouraged. 

“Public submissions will 
be invited lo allow the 
community to inject into 
the convention ideas on 
these issues.” he said. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
United States has recalled 
its ambassador in Minsk af- 
ter Belarus expelled a U.S. 
diplomat who attended an 
ami-government rally, a 
U.S. spokeswoman said 
Wednesday. 

The Ambassador. Ken- 
neth Yalowitz. “has been 
recalled to Washington for 
consultations!-' He is expect- 
ed to arrive- in- Washington 
March 27. No date has been 
sef 'for his return.” said 
Minsk embassy spokeswo- 
man Janet Demiray in a te- 
lephone interview. 

The recall does not auto- 
matically mean a change in 
diplomatic relations bet- 
ween Washington and 
Minsk, she said." 

“It certainly has mot been 
announced that this is a per- 
manent step, or that the le- 
vel of our embassy has been 
lowered.” 

Mr. Yalowitz became am- 
bassador in Minsk in No- 


WASH1NGTON i AFP) — 
The National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) said Tuesday it 
will add experiments to two 
probe missions to Mans that 
may hasten the advent of 
manned missions to the red 
planet. 

NASA said one of the 
probes — both of which 
will be launched in 2001 — 
will land on the planet’s sur- 
face and anempt to make a 
small amount of rocket fuel 
from the atmosphere. 

Making fuel on Mars 
would eliminate the need 
for future missions there to 
have a fuel tank large 
enough for a return trip, cut- 
ting fuel-carrying costs by 
40 per cent. 

NASA had already 
planned to launch a Martian 


vember 1994. 

U.S. diplomat Serge 
Alexandrov left Belams 
Monday after being given a 
24-hour expulsion notice by 
the Belarussian authorities 
who arrested him at an op- 
position rally in Minsk 
Sunday and accused him of 
sp\ing for the CIA. 

Ms. Demiray repeated the 
•embassy's protest that Mr. 
■Alexandrov “Wits -carrying 
out normal diplomatic" ac- 
tivities by observing the 
protest.” 

Washington was “consid- 
ering an appropriate 
response," she said. 

“One of the options is the 
expulsion of a Belarussian 
diplomat from the United 
States." 

The growing U.S.-Belarus 
feud comes against a crack- 
down on dissent and the free- 
dom of the media by Belarus' 
authoritarian President 
Alexander Lukashenko. 


orbiter and a Martian lander 
with a robot from Cape Ca- 
naveral in March and April 
200 1 . The rover would col- 
lect rocks and soil* for a la- 
ter probe to return to Earth. 

Wesley Huntress. NASA 
associate administrator for 
space science, said that for 
the first time since the 
1 960’s NASA's Space 
Science Deparrment will 
cooperate with the Human 
Space Flight Department on 
the exploration of another 
planet. 

"This joint effort is a sign 
that NASA is acquiring the 
information that will be 
needed to a national deci- 
sion. perhaps in decade or 
so. on whether or not to 
send humans to Mars." said 
Wilbur Trafton. associate 

administrator for space 


States suspended S40 mil- 
lion in aid lo Belarus be- 
cause of w hat il called hu- 
man rights violations. 

Mr. Alexandrov was ar- 
rested while attending an 
anti- Lukashenko protest 
Sunday which had been 
declared illegal under res- 
trictions imposed March 6 
and broken up by riot po- 
1 lice: •■•' , •• 

-•■'Sftncc 'them- 1 'the Belarus 
authorities. « ho already 
have full control over all 1 the 
domestic media, have 
clamped down on reporting 
by the Russian television 
networks. 

The private NTV network 
said Wednesday that its 
corespondent "had been 
stripped of his accreditation 
and threatened with expul- 
sion. 

All three big Russian net- 
works — ORT. RTR and 
NTV — have been banned 
from transmitting footage in 
their repons out of Minsk. 


flight. 

NASA officials had prex i- 
ouslv said their goal was a 
manned mission to Mars bv 
2014. 

Two probes were a! reads 
on their way to the red plan- 
et. Mars Surveyor will orbit 
the planet in September, 
while Mars Pathfinder will 
touch down there July 4. 

Scientists were still hotly 
debating whether there was 
life on Mars. 

Those who believed in the 
possibility of life there got a 
boost last summer when 
what appeared to traces of 
micro-organisms were 
found in a meteorite that 
landed in Antarctica. 

But others say the micro- 
organisms formed after the 
meteorite landed on Earth. 


Momentum builds for peaceful 
end to Peru’s hostage crisis 


LIMA (R) — Peruvian rebels and the gov- 
ernment have not yer agreed on key points 
but momentum appeared to be building 
Wednesday for an accord to end the 99-day 
Lima crisis, diplomatic sources said. 

The Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Move- 
ment (MRTA) hostage-takers have agreed 
to fly to Cuban asylum along with some of 
their 72 captives but the two sides remain 
apart on the main MRTA demand — free- 
dom for 450 jailed comrades, the sources 
said. 

That demand, repeatedly rejected by 
President Alberto Fujimori in the 14-week 
standoff at the Japanese ambassador's home, 
is the main obstacle now. they added- 

"Asylum seems to be pretty well sewn 
up.” said one diplomat. “The core issue 
now is what to do about the prisoners. 
That’s the real area of contention. ” 


Official circles in Lima were optimistic 
Tuesday that a peaceful solution to Latin 
America's longest hostage siege was in the 
offing. 

"There really is a certain degree of opti- 
mism," Bolivia's acting ambassador. Elov 
Avila, told local radio. “We see flexibility on 
the part of the government and the MRTA." 

Bolivian Ambassador Jorge Gumucio is 
one of the hostages. 

"There’s a certain momentum building.” 
added one Western diplomat, who request- 
ed anonymity. “I mean, what do you do if 
there’s no solution. All that's left after that 
is the military option, and no one seems to 
want that." 

Sources said asylum is part of a draft deal 
hammered out by a three- man mediation 
team, known as die guarantors commission, 
after separate talks with both sides. 


Last Friday the United 

NASA experiments may pave 
way for manned Mars mission 
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Reinvigorating democracy 

THE PRIMARY mandate of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. according to His Majesty 
King Hussein's letter of appointment, is to hold 
free and democratic elections for the 13th 
Parliament That we are sure that Dr. Majali and 
his team will accomplish. The question though is. 
will the government hold these elections on the 
basis of the current law, or will the law be amend- 
ed. 

The government has obviously inherited the 
unfinished business of defining the final shape and 
form of the law. The outgoing government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti succeeded 
in the last Lower House of Parliament ordinary' 
session in adopting the one-person, one-vote crite- 
rion and left the other complimentary features of 
a contemporary election law for a later stage. Mr. 
Kabariti's government had said it would, in due 
time, introduce more amendments to the law. pre- 
sumably in temporary form. It had also pledged to 
consult all political parties and activists. 

Almost all the parties, consented to the one-per- 
son. one-vote formula provided that the other 
remaining features of the current election law are 
dealt with before this summer's elections. On top 
of the measures that the outgoing government was 
expected to tackle was the redistribution of the 
electoral districts in order to make the voting pow- 
ers of all citizens equal. This especially entails giv- 
ing more seats to highly populated regions of the 
country. There is no sense in endorsing the one- 
person. one-vote equation as long as the electoral 
districts are not equally populated. .Another issue 
is the minimum voting age that is currently 19. 
Most democratic countries consider 18 as the age 
of political maturity. 

The issue of the quota,, whether for women or 
religious or ethnic minorities, also needs reconsid- 
eration. If we are to be faithful to the Constitution 
and international norms the quota system, per se. 
is unacceptable in principle. Another promise 
made by the previous government was to entrust 
the judiciary with supervising the elections. 
People, therefore, expect that these amendments 
should be introduced in order to ensure the elec- 
tion of a more representative parliament The gov- 
ernment is, therefore, called upon to soon start 
consulting with political parties and political 
activists in order to refine the election law and cre- 
ate an atmosphere that is conducive to energising 
people's attitudes towards democracy. There is 
already a great deal of frustration resulting from 
the political and economic climate in the country' 
and region. A civilised debate over the law and a 
lively electioneering season swill help dispel that 
frustration. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER lor Al Ru'i discussed Israel’s building of a 
Jewish settlement on Arab East Jerusalem land, which 
is causing the present tension in the region, and said 
that the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is 
responsible for its consequences. Fuhcd Fanek recalled 
that Mr. Netanyahu had staled in a television interview 
that his intelligence services had warned him against 
going ahead with plans to build the settlement because 
the Palestinians were threatening to cany out bombing 
attacks in Tel Aviv. According to the writer. Mr. 
Netanyahu said he realised that this might happen, 
adding that he bears the responsibility for any violent 
reaction to his building the Jewish settlement. 
Therefore, said the writer. Mr. Netanyahu is responsi- 
ble for the bomb attack and not the Palestinians who 
have ail the right to light off occupation by all available 
means. The Israeli settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneirn is 
not really needed to house Jewish settlers, who can set- 
tle in the existing settlements or inside Israel proper; of 
which, according to Israeli statistics, only 25 per cent 
are now inhabited, said the writer. Therefore, one can 
conclude that the Jew s do not really need another set- 
tlement which can trigger tension and force the 
Palestinians to retaliate through suicide bombings, 
added the writer. He said that Mr. Netanyahu's provo- 
cation of the Palestinians, his determination to perpet- 
uate Israeli occupation of Arab land and his defiance of 
the whole world are responsible for the present deteri- 
orating situation in Palestine and the whole region. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour said reforming the public 
administration system will take a long time and there- 
fore the government should look for priorities and 
embark on areas that need most urgent addressing. In 
his view, the health sector should come first because, 
he said, it is suffering from many imbalances. 
Mohammad Daoud suggested that a ministerial com- 
mittee conduct an in-depth inspection of health centres 
and hospitals, saving that such inspection will reveal 
the dereliction, the negligence and the indifference dis- 
played by responsible as well as lower rank officials. 
The result of such negligence, said the writer, is a very 
poor health service to the tens of thousands of outpa- 
tients. added the xxriter. He said that the government 
should start the clean-up process from the top because 
the responsible persons, with authority, are abusing 
their position and ill behax mg. giving a bad example to 
their employees. The writer said that the government 
should come up with certain rules and criteria for 
appointing persons in responsible positions if it wants 
to ensure drat reforms are successful. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Change — not easy but possible 


THERE IS no doubt that change, especially when we talk 
about human conduct in society {both at the formal and 
informal levels) and human values and attitudes, is not 
easy. For one thing, human beings (as social psychologi- 
cal beings) resist change. People resort and fall into easy, 
convenient habits and modes of behaviour which become 
stronger and more adamant as lime passes by. For anoth- 
er. change is generally a complex process which. like- 
many processes in nature and in life, takes time for its var- 
ious (often disparate and fragmented) components to 
combine and gather enough energy and force to make a 
difference. This must be admitted. 

But change can be expedited or speeded up. If we, as 
human societies {both individuals and institutions) leave 
things to take care of themselves (wait for the so-called 
wheel of history to turn by itself) and refrain from making 
conscious efforts to effect change, change will take an 
incredibly long time to materialise. If. on the other hand, 
we (as individuals and institutions) have the willingness 
and will to effect change (i.e. put our shoulders to the 
wheel and make change an objective and a priority to do 
so), change can happen faster than we think. Human 
beings (often represented by the governments they elect) 
can make an impact a difference. 

For change to happen, certain requirements or condi- 
tions have to be met. There is, first the awareness of the 
need for change. Second, there is the question of the 
understanding, the comprehension of what precisely 
needs to change. Third, there is. as has just been said, the 
need for both the willingness and the will. Fourth, there is 
the matter of the ability and vision of those who are to 
cany out or implement the change. These four (primarily) 
conditions or requirements are both interconnected and 
interdependent, and such four requirements and condi- 
tions must all be available (or made available) for change 
to happen. 

We. in Jordan, have a reason (reasons may be) to be 
hopeful and optimistic — though by no means sure, pre- 
sumptuous or complacent — about the likelihood and 
possibility (perhaps even inevitability) of change. 

Why? 

Well, the first condition or requirement listed above (i.e. 
the need for change) has strongly materialised. Recently 
— since a) the launching of the Middle East peace process 
in Madrid, the signing of peace agreements between the 


Arab parties and Israel, and the glimpse we have had of 
what life is like under peace and b) the dramatic events of 
the past two weeks (the orphanage children and the 
change of government) — the need for change has 
become obvious to everyone. 

We have recently become aware, more so than at any 
time before, of the necessity of making changes. The chal- 
lenges we are facing in the times ahead are immense: we 
can no longer afford to face the world of the twenty-first 
century — the world of the post-peacemaking era (or even 
of peacemaking itself), the world of free market economy, 
the world of global competition and global collaboration, 
the world of hard-earned money — with the same attitude 
and approach with which we faced the sixties and the sev- 
enties. There are tough competitors and rivals out there, in 
the region and abroad; to make a buck in the world is no 
longer easy, and no one gives handouts anymore. Not only 
do we have to sweat and rely on ourselves, we have to be 
good, very good, and excellent in order to compete well 
and survive. For this reason, we need to reform ourselves, 
eradicate the negative, the harmful and the obstructive 
from amongst and within us. This, I believe, has become 
obvious, and this is the Fust step of the process of change. 

The second requirement or condition, as listed above, 
has also materialised. A dose look at our political dis- 
course shows that, for one thing, we have come to under- 
stand ourselves and our problems better and that, for 
another, we no longer hesitate, shy or prevent ourselves 
from seeing our own weaknesses and failings. Read the 
letter of designation which His Majesty the King sent to 
the new Jordanian premier. Look at the following excerpt, 
for example: 

‘‘At the top of these negative accumulations and chal- 
lenges facing us is ridding the government institutions of 
inefficiency, loss of vitality and inability to effect change, 
to develop and to modernise. We must base our plan on 
objectivity and must search for qualified, energetic, loyal 
and honourable citizens of this dear nation and appoint 
them in the proper places, enabling them to use their 
potentials in the service of the homeland. This must be 
coupled with a process of purifying these institutions of 
all the inactive, inefficient and disloyal elements which 
shielded themselves in their positions, standing in the face 
of all young, loyal, efficient elements that are capable of 
serving and developing." 


Does not this passage, and passages like these m the let- 
ter, express well what we have been expressing for years 
in the press and the media? Does it not reflect a deep 
awareness of the problems which we have been suffering 
from and the obstacles which have been crippling our 
development and progress (bureaucracy, inefficiency, cor- 
ruption, etc.)? And are not the words used here as elo- 
quent. bitter and bold as we all wish them to be? 

It is good news that the leadership in the country, the 
government and all concerned with the welfare of the 
country show a deep understanding of the impediments 
which stand in the way and the causes of our regression 
and backwardness. And this is another crucial step in the 
process of change. 

As for the third and fourth conditions (the willingness, 
the will, the ability and the vision of those who are to 
spearhead change), there is no need to doubt their exis- 
tence. I see no reason, in principle, why the team which 
has been selected to make the necessary changes should 
fail in the endeavour. The education and experience of 
most members of the team certainly enable them to be up 
to the task. There is no problem, as far as 1 can tell, with 
the ability and vision. We. in this country', have many peo- 
ple of great abilities and great vision. 

The crucial point, however, has to do with willingness 
and will. There can be no reform or change unless and 
until those who are to carry it our are willing to initiate 
reform or change, to take risks for it and. equally impor- 
tantly, to persevere. The challenges are immense and the 
problems are immense, and those who are to implement 
the reform or change need all the courage they can muster. 
■'Persevere” is a key word here, for many in the .Arab cul- 
ture of today (and this is a social disease which has infil- 
trated into our midst) may be willing and enthusiastic for 
a few minutes, weeks, months. Slowly, the will and will- 
ingness begin to fade, melt and vanish. I hope this will not 
happen in the case of the present government. We cannot 
afford to have it happen. 

There can be no change without the necessary level of 
willingness, will, perseverance and determination. This is 
the most crucial point regarding change in our part of the 
world at this particular moment in history. Where there is 
a will, there is a way. It is as simple as that. 


Netanyahu — ‘ideological fanatic 
or weak-willed careerist?’ 


By Gwynne Dyer 

“NOBODY HAS been 
able to solve the mystery 
of how Netanyahu's brain 
works." wrote Israeli 
columnist Y r oel Marcus 
recently. Eleven months 
after the Israeli prime min- 
ister won power on a plat- 
form of “peace with secu- 
rity'." the mystery has only 
deepened. 

Much of the time, 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
functions like a normal 
leader expressing ritual 
outrage at the actions of 
his opponents and denying 
that his own actions have 
anything to do with it. 

“Do I send my people to 
blow up babies like this?” 
he asked reporters after the 
suicide bomb in a Tel Aviv 
cafe last Friday. Nobody 
was rude enough to reply 
that no. when Israel kills 
Arab babies, it uses fight- 
er-bombers or heavy 
artillery instead. 

When a reporter asked 
about the connection 
between the recent 
upsurge in Palestinian vio- 
lence and Netanyahu's 
decision to build a new 
Jewish suburb on 
Palestinian land in east 
Jerusalem, he used a clas- 
sic politician's evasion; “I 
find that line of question- 
ing obnoxious and 
immoral." So far. so good; 
the man may be wrong, he 
might even be wicked, but 
his tactics make perfectly 
good sense. 

His .strategy, however, 
does not make sense — 
not unless he is secretly 
committed to destroying 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process. This kind of ideo- 
logical obsession does not 
fit the image of a cynical 
opportunist. spouting 
right-wing rhetoric for per- 
sonal advantage, that 
Netanyahu gained during 
his yean as ambassador to 
the United States and sub- 
sequently as leader of the 
Likud Party. 

Whin puzzles Israelis 
and non-Israeli observers 
alike is that Netanyahu 
repeatedly provokes 
unnecessary confronta- 
tions with the Palestinians, 
the Arabs and the interna- 
tional community. 

In September, he opened 
□ second entrance to the 
tunnel under the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem, provok- 
ing Palestinian protests 
that led to savage con- 
frontations and 70 deaths. 
There was ample warning 
of the scale of Palestinian 



backlash if he opened the 
tunnel, and there was no 
significant public pressure 
in Israel to go ahead with 
the opening. He did it any- 
way. 

For eight long months 
Netanyahu reftised to 
evacuate Hebron. as 
required by the Oslo peace 
accords. He was finally 
forced to pull Israeli troops 
out the city in January in 
order to avoid a rupture 
with the United States. But 
the dust from that crisis 
had barely settled before 
he started the next one by 
announcing the building of 
a whole new Jewish sub- 
urb in East Jerusalem. 

Last week the bulldozers 
stoned removing the pine 
trees from the ridge that 
local people call Jabal Abu 
Ghneim and the Israeli 
authorities refer to as Har 
Homa. The plan is to build 
housing for 27.000 
Israelis, thus completing 
the ring of Jewish settle- 
ments that have cut off the 
.Arab parts of Jerusalem 
from the rural West Bank 
since the Israel conquest in 
1967. 

The Palestinians have 
responded with mass 
protests and, in the case of 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
group Hamas, with a sui- 
cide bomb in Tel Aviv. 

All this was completely 
predictable — so why did 
Netanyahu set it in 
motion? One hypothesis is 
that Netanyahu, behind his 
smoothly manipulative 
facade, is secretly a true 
fanatic. If he were dedicat- 
ed to the destruction of the 
peace process in order to 
facilitate the spread of 
“Greater Israel" over every 


square metre of what used 
to be Palestine, then his 
actions would make sense. 

The alternative hypothe- 
sis is that he does all this to 
placate the extremists in 
his own coalition, who 
would bring the govern- 
ment down if they did not 
ger their way. (They, of 
course, do want the 
destruction of the peace 
process, as a matter of 
principle). 

Netanyahu. on this 
hypothesis, does not really 
care either way so long as 
he stays in power, but he 
has to go along with the 
hard right for tactical rea- 
sons. Thus the delays on 
Hebron, the opening of the 
tunnel, and the Hot Homa 
project. Thus his declara- 
tion last Friday that the 
Palestinians will never get 
the 90 per cent of the West 
Bank they expected under 
Oslo, but at most 45-50 per 
cent. 

Thus. too. his recent pro- 
posal to scrap the Oslo 
timetable and move direct- 
ly to “final status” talks on 
Palestinian refugees, the 
future of Jerusalem and 
Palestinian statehood- (It is 
better to discuss topics on 
which no agreement is 
possible than to follow a 
timetable that requires 
major transfers of territoiy 
to Palestinian rule at 
scheduled intervals over 
the next year). 

But it is very hard to 
believe that Netanyahu is a 
hostage to his own right 
wing on all these issues. 
They need him far more 
than he needs them. No 
other conceivable alliance 
could bring them and their 
extremist agenda into gov- 


ernment whereas 

Netanyahu could switch to 
a “national unity” coalition 
with Labour. 

There have even been 
moves to ease the transi- 
tion to such a coalition: 
members from 

Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
and the opposition Labour 
Party recently made a joint 
call in the Knesset to lower 
from 80 to 61 the number 
of votes required in the 
120-seat legislature to dis- 
miss the prime minister 
without dissolving parlia- 
ment. Then they could 
vote for □ change of coali- 
tions without having to 
face a new general elec- 
tion. 

So would the real 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
please stand up? Is he an 
ideological fanatic who 
does not care about losing 
power if he can just abort 
the peace process first? Or 
is he just a weak-willed 
careerist who has been 
overawed by allies who 
are fanatics. 

The former explanation 
fits nothing we used to 
know about Netanyahu’s 
character. The latter 
hypothesis would explain 
almost everything he has 
done in the past 1 1 
months, since it simply 
says that Netanyahu, iso- 
lated and dependent on 
ideologically motivated 
advisers, has come to 
believe that he must make 
constant concessions to his 
own right-wing allies. 

In terms- of the lethal 
impact of his policies on 
the peace process, unfortu- 
nately, it may not make 
any * difference which 
hypothesis is right 


LETTERS 


W7iy some are more equal? 

To the Editor: 

I WOULD like to take advantage of the “liberal” era we 
are living in to make an open plea to decision makers 
and women activists to address a critical and neglected 
issue, namely granting citizenship status to children of 
Jordanian women who are married to non- Jordanians. I 
am requesting this on several grounds, most signifi- 
cantly the right to equal citizenship before the law. 
Children of Jordanian men married to non- Jordanian 
women are automatically granted Jordanian citizenship, 
unlike children of Jordanian women who are not even 
granted residency permits. Jet alone citizenship status. 

Why is there such discrimination? The only hypothet- 
ical assumption is that the concerned authorities are 
afraid that non-Jordanian men might seek to marry 
Jordanian women in order ro get Jordanian citizenship. 
If this is the real obstacle to equal rights to citizenship, 
this is quite alarming. From the outset, it assumes that 
Jordanian women do not possess the intellectual capac- 
ity to discern the intentions of their suitors; even if we 
assume that this is the case, should the women’s chil- 
dren be penalised for the rest of their lives because of 
their mothers’ intellectual inadequacy. 

Resorting to my general knowledge of academic and 
professional achievements of Jordanian women. I know 
that they possess at least “acceptable” level of intelli- 
gence and utilise it to make significant decisions in their 
fives. If this capacity is in question, then let us serious- 
ly scrutinise their right to vote, to occupy a seat in 
Parliament and other top administrative positions, to 
choose a marriage partner and, most critically, mother- 
hood itself. Jordanian women are automatically granted 
the right to custody of their children of a certain age. yet 
they are deprived of the full benefits of that right in the 
citizenship law. 

More specifically, and taken real cases as examples, I 
would refer to divorced women who were married to 
non-Jordanians. The offsprings of those marriages find 
themselves in most handicapped positions: without cit- 
izenship or even residency permits they cannot enrol in 
schools, they are ineligible for any subsidy from the 
government (i.e.. bread subsidies)" since they are not 
included in the family register book nor in their moth- 
er's passports (which is stamped “children cannot be 
included because of the husband's citizenship” ). they 
do not enjoy any citizenship rights, and they are not 
even allowed to remain in the country, except illegally. 

This begs the question of why their mothers are even 
granted the right to their custody and to motherhood 
itself and. at the same time, asked to go through the suf- 
fering of seeing these children grow up out of the 
school system, living as illegal aliens and havins in the 
end to give them up to their fathers whether they are fit 
for parenthood or not. 

My plea is to decision makers to address the questions 
of these children not being Jordanians although they 
were bom in this country (in most cases), their maternal 
grandparents are loyal Jordanians, they love their coun- 
try, the Jordanian mother is a fully participating citizen 
who has been contributing to this societv’s advance- 
menu and, most importantly, their mother "is a tax-pay- 
mg equal citizen, who, in their eyes, is a legitimate, 
intellectually capable person to grant them the rt°ht to a 
real existence. c 

TTie misery of these children and their mothers is real 
and addressing it is only humanitarian. Maybe the solu- 
tion is to gram them ai least provisional citizenship until 
a certain age when they can pick up and leave some- 
where else. 

Abla Araawi. 

Amman. 

and contributions 

r a Z y r SUbjeCl lhe > Wis/t 10 

^ 7 hr^X / Zf ,lMlcation ' ho ' vever - Gideon- 

‘am ‘he enters fill name and preferable address as 

we “- f an . bc Wtheld onh ■ upon request and 

under special circumstances. Utters are subject to 

TnusU’^Z * ™ ^itlefor l„J return 




l 


Weekender 


Jordan Times, Thursday, March 27, 1997 



Behind the scenes in cabinet-making 


In looking at lost week 's sudden government shake up , there 
may be more than meets the eye. We concentrate here on the 
art of cabinet-making. Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
is said to have composed his government from three major 
"sources ” of candidates. The first includes former mem- 
bers of the Jordanian delegation to the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, wherein Dr. Majali was head of the Jordanian team. 
Those who were made tninisters were Jawad Anani, 
M wither Haddadin, and Fayez Tarawneh. The second 
Source includes persons from Dr. Majali' s previous cabi- 
nets. from his previous post as University of Jordan presi- 
dent, and from government agencies where persons who 
served as secretaries general or senior government officials 
could be considered slated for promotion. Those who made 
it again from his previous two cabinets (Dec. 1993 and June 
1994) are Jawad Anani, Abdul Salam Abbadi, and Rima 
Khalaf (it way Ms. Khalaf 's first time as a minister). Those 
who were gleaned from his academia days are Saleh 
Khasawneh and Mohammad Kheir Mamser, both professors 
at the University of Jordan. And of the 13 first- time minis- 
ters. 12 had served either previously or just prior to their 
appointment to the Majali cabinet, as senior government 
officials. They are Sa’adeddin Juma‘, Nathir Rashid, 
M wither Haddadin, Mohammad Saleh Horani, Hani Mulki. 
Suleiman Hafez. Qassem Abu Ein. Saleh Khasawneh, 
Mijhem Khreisha, Mohammad Kheir Mamser, Akel Biltaji. 
and Samir Mutawi. The third source was the Senate, from 
where the premier brought in Nathir Rashid, Ashraf Kurdi 
and Jawad Anani. 


POWER NETWORKING: It is also common knowledge in 
political circles that in the early 90s. Dr. Majali and other 
associates such as Sami Gammoh, Bassam Saket. Marwan 
Doudin. Akel Biltaji and others composed an ‘informal' 
forum for political discussion called the “ Monday Political 
Salon." From that group, which continues to meet every 
Monday at the home of the premier. Dr. Majali selected 
eight members to serve in his new cabinet. This group com- 
prises just over one third of the Council of Ministers. It 
L^'ludes: Jawad Anani, Bassam Saket. Tawfiq Kreishan, 
Munther Haddadin, Qassem Abu Ein, Saleh Khasawneh, 
Akel Biltaji and Samir Mutawi. 


THE OTHER PROSPECTS: Reports are that Dr. Majali 
had before him a list of 45 names to consider. It was per- 
haps only natural that he would take a long hard look'ai 
several persons who had sefved in his previous cabinets. 
Among those on the list of " also rans " were the following. 

•We begin with former Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher who was slated to stay on as a minister 
along with five of his colleagues from the former cabinet of 
Abdul Karim Kabariti: Abdullah Ensour. Abdul Salam 
Abbadi. Rima Khalaf. Mwither Masri and Nasser LawzL 
But by all accounts ir looks like Dr. Muasher goes to 
Washington, again, but this time as the Kingdom 's ambas- 
sador. 

•Senator Said Tel, who was deputy prime minister in 
Dr. Majali" s earlier cabinet, appeared as a candidate in this 
recent list. 

•Amin Mahmoud is another figure from Dr. Majali's 
first Council of Ministers who was noted to possibly take up 
his former appointment as minister of culture, but also add 
the Ministry of Youth to the portfolio in the trimming down 
process undertaken by the new prime minister. Dr. 
Mahmoud is currently president of Amman Private 
University. Considered too for this same post was former 
Minister of State Fawaz Abul Ghanam who also served in 
Dr. Majali's first cabinet. Dr. Abul Ghanam is retired. Both 
Drs. Mahmoud and Abul Ghanam were first-time ministers 
in DecemberI993. 

* •Another familiar name from the first Majali days is 



His Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and his new cabinet min- 
isters stand in the reception room of Bosnian Palace after the swearing in ceremony held on Wednesday, March 19, 1997 
(photo by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


that of former Minister of Slate for Foreign Affairs Talai 
Hassan. 

•Also from that earlier goveminent, Khaled Omari 
was listed along with Eid Dhiyat as prospects for minister 
of education and higher education. Dr. Omari, who had 
that same portfolio in Dr. Majali's December 1993 cabinet, 
is now president of Jerash University, and Dr. Dhiyat was 
named president of Mum University after former president 
Abdul Rahman Attiyai resigned in what some newspapers 
were insisting was a demand of then Prime Minister 
Kabariti in late February. 

•Another former minister of state under Dr. Majali 
was listed. He is Khaled Zo 'ubi, who was minister of state 
for legal affairs. 

•Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Saad 
Hayel Srour was a strong candidate for minister of interior, 
as was Anunan Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi, who was listed as 
a possible for the post of deputy prime minister and minis- 
ter of interior in a joint portfolio. •Ambassador Trad Al 
Fayez was considered for minister of agriculture. Mr. Al 
Fayez, who is currently the Kingdom's ambassador to 
Qatar, once served as Ministry of Information secretary- 
gene ml. 

•The name of Khaled Ghzawi, former minister of 
labour under Dr. Majali's first cabinet, was said to have 
been introduced as a candidate for minister of municipal 
and rural affairs and the environment by the person who 
eventually got the job, Tawfiq Kreishan. Mr. Ghzawi occa- 
sionally writes for some local papers. 

•Michel Hamameh, director of the Office of the 
Crown Prince, was listed as a candidate for minister of 
tourism. In the late 70s and early 80s he was that ministry j 
secretary general. 

•Two persons who were being considered for the post 
of minister of public works and housing were Secretary 
General of the Jordan Valley Authority Dureid Mahasneh 
and Jordan Electricity Company Director General Marwan 
Bushnaq. 

•Drs. Anwar Bilbesi and Mohammad Jamal, both der- 
matologists, were listed as contenders for the post of minis- 
ter of health. Dr. Bilbesi was once secretary general of the 
Ministry- of Health. 


•Taleb Rifai. head of the Inxestment Promotion 
Corporation. was considered for the newly combined 
Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications. Newspaper 
reports yesterday said Dr. Rifai is considering leaving his 
post for an international job. 

•Jeanette Mufti, who ran unsuccessfully against 
Toujan Faisal for the Circassian seal in Parliament in 
Amman "s Third District, could have been the second woman 
to hold the position of minister of social development. Ms. 
Mufti has been an English language and literature instruc- 
tor at the Jordan University for Women. 


THE CLASSIFIEDS: With the appointment of sewral 
ministers, positions were vacated in various important 
posts: some have already been filled onan acting, bas is. oth- 
ers remain open. The return . of - Ambassador Fayez 
' Tarawneh from Jordan 's embassy in Wasbington.DC. would 
have made the coveted post one to: [watch. but. as we said 
earlier, all signs currently point to Dr. Muasher as the next 
‘number one' to the U.S. capital 

Over at the Jordan Cement Factories Company, the 
post of chairman becomes vacant with the appointment of 
Bassam Saket as a minister. 

Hani Mulki' s two hats as Royal Scientific Society 
president and Higher Council for Science and Technology 
(HCST) secretary general are now being worn respectively 
on an acting basis by Dr. Said Nimer Alloush. an chemist 
who has been RSS vice president since 1991, and at the 
HCST by Dr. Khalid Shreideh, a physicist and mathemati- 
cian, and Nancy Bakir an administrator. Both Dr. Shreideh 
and Ms. Bakir have been with the HCST for eight years. Dr. 
Shreideh rakes on the responsibility of acting secretary gen- 
eral for science and technology, and Ms. Bakir becomes act- 
ing secretary general for administration. The RSS is a 
research entity and thus Dr. Alloush was chosen to take the 
post of acting president. The HCST, however, is mandated 
to support the projects of universities and research organi- 
sations. and thus the two appointments there fall in line with 
the nature of the jobs at hand. 

The posts of two secretaries general may have to be 


filled with the appointment of former Ministry of Finance 
Secretary General Suleiman Hafez and former Ministry of 
Culture Secretary General Qassem Abu Ein, who both went 
on to become ministers of those entities. As the Ministry of 
Culture, however, was joined with the Ministry of Youth, it 
could be that only one secretary general will be named. The 
Ministry of Youth you may recall was left without a secretary 
general with the swift resignation of Issam Arida. The posi- 
tion was nearly clinched by prime ministry advisor Rafe' 
Shaheen. but only this week Mr. Shaheen. a former Jordan 
Television quiz show host, was made advisor to the prime 
minister for information affairs. 

And finally, the appointment of Akel Biltaji us minis- 
ter of tourism leaves a top spot vacant at Royal Jordanian 
Airlines (RJ) where Mr. Biltaji was vice president for invest- 
ments. RJ appointments for vice presidential post dons are 
usually made in-house. RJ, of course. is still working on 
privatisation. 


ABOUT FACE: Before the senior government submitted its 
resignation, one of Jordan's 12 governors, excluding those 
at the Ministry of Interior, submitted then withdrew his res- 
ignation. Governor of Aqaba for almost one year, Salem Al 
Turk, a former Lieutenant General, said that his resignation 
had been accepted by then Minister of Interior Awad 
Khletfat, but His Majesty King Hussein asked him to stay- 
on . According to Governor Al Turk, who retired from the 
Jordan Armed Forces in 1993, he was about to say farewell 
to his colleagues and associates in Aqaha when he was 
called by the King. He did not elaborate on why he 
resigned, but one would expect that a phone call from the 
King would help to ease most grievances. So back to his 
post. Governor Al Turk watches over the lands of Wadi Ram, 
Wadi Aruba, and Aqaba proper. 


DIPLOMATIC AFFAIRS: There were other celebrations 
around town other than the families and friends of new min- 
isters pounding down doors to congratulate them. The 
Pakistani embassy went all out to celebrate the republic's 
50th anniversary of independence and its national day at 
the InterContinental Hotel on Sunday. One had a hard time 
finding a parking spot as it seemed all the country had 
turned out for the affair. It was then Minister of Higher 
Education Abdullah Ensour who cut the ceremonial cake 
and left soon afterwards. Ambassador Ali Sarwar Naqvi 
, and his wife Mcher were delighted \\itHW£ t Wb4ftnon.' Oft' 
Tuesday : A wife 
Georgia hosted their first National Day of GreecC'receptiok *■ 
since their arrival m Amman last year. Also a Hardy shown 
ing, the event was held too at the InterContinental. 


THEMES TO LURE: Two. not so new. restaurants have 
gone under renovations yet again hoping to attract addi- 
tional and perhaps more diverse patrons. First is Argeelah 
Restaurant co-owned by Riadh Saved and Marie-claire 
Marroum. The proprietors have expanded their dining 
facilities, which cater to those who appreciate good Iraqi 
song. The other is Yesterdays, the former Costello 
Restaurant, which has adopted the tactic of themes as well 
as the ‘exclusive' (some call it discriminatory) policy of 
members only. Call them to get details on fees and fancies. 


OOPS! In the excitement of announcing our new top ad 
man at Al Rai, we omitted giving you his name last week. 
He is none other than our loveable colleague Naim 
Hourani. Give him a call. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Every story tells a picture 



Echoes of an Autobiography 

By Naguib Mahfouz 

Translated by Denys Johnson- Davies 

Doubleday £14.99 pp 144 

FEW BUT the most punctilious readers would claim a firm 
knowledge of the non-Anglophone Nobel Prize winners of 
recent decades. Saul Bellow, William Golding, Patrick 
White... yes, indeed. But Jaroslav Seifert Camilo Cela, 
Wisluwa Szymborska? Naguib Mahfouz is probably one of 
the most widely translated and read. A fair amount of his 
huge oeuvre i34 novels and 14 collections of short stories) 
is available in translation. 

Best known is The Cairo Trilogy, which charts social and 
political change in early 20th-century Egypt through the 
three generations of a Cairo merchant-class family. But 
^ese works (realist narrative fiction very much in the 19th- 
ctntury European tradition) were published in the late 
1950s. and his subsequent work has been different — exper- 
imental, allusive, allegorical. Echoes of an Autobiography 
would seem to be the culmination of this tendency. As auto- 
biographical writing it is about as far as you can get from 
the standard western literary offering. Take Philip Roth, say, 
or John Osborne or Kingsley Amis and then imagine an 
antithesis. Self-exposure, if any. is oblique. Narrative there 
is none. Facts are few. The format is a sequence of short 
pieces ranging from a few lines to a page or so, each titled: 
Rapture, The Man of Destinies, Question and Answer. 
Nadine Gordimer supplies an introduction, which is a 
graceful tribute by one Nobel laureate to another, and makes 
some illuminating comments. 

And illumination is sometimes needed. In this mode, 
Mahfouz is not the most accessible of writers. Each of these 
subtle and frequently opaque pieces requires deconstruc- 
tion. The process may be straightfoward. A sparrow com- 
plains of a scorching summer day. “Ugh. when will autumn 
come?” and is told, “Why do you waste the good days that 
are granted you?” The resonances throughout the book are 
majestic and wide-reaching — the Arabian Nights, the 
Bible. The sparrow piece — with others — is pure Aesop. 
This is parable, allegory, fable — adding up to a meticulous 
( id deliberately elusive construction of one man’s vision. It 
is intellectual autobiography. This is the state of mind 
achieved during this life — with the life itself merely hint- 
ed at behind the smokescreen of anecdotes and reflection. 




Naguib Mahfouz 

A giant of a man commits a public murder. No witness 
will testify, out of fear. A dervish, considered simple-mind- 
ed and so not called, notes this with rage and subsequently 


the rational or else you’ll be exposed to our cruel experi- 
ence.” These are two of the items more easily decoded, but 
others are tantalisingly ambiguous. From History has a man 
sitting beside the Nile whence emerges the head of a serene 
and beautiful woman, who invites him to follow her into the 
water, “‘so that you may see your dreams with your own 
eyes'. With magical strength he advanced toward the water, 
his eyes not moving from her face." I'm still working on that 
one. 

There is a laconic, almost throwaway quality to the prose 
— and yet along with that the sense that every word counts. 
And also — inevitably and uncomfortably — that much 
may be lost in translation. Mahfouz is apparently notorious- 
ly difficult to translate, on account of the allusive subtlety of 
Arabic expressions which are impossible to render and also 
because of an idiosyncratic personal style. Many of the 
pieces end with a dying fall — a line which seems inconse- 
quential in a way that can add to the baffling effect. But oth- 
ers are cleverly startling. A voice musing upon the 
inevitable departure from the bliss and beauty of the known 
world and the absence of the prospect of a hereafter is 
revealed to be that of a nine-month foetus. Others are haunt- 
ing fortheir imagery: A child first experiencing a death in 
the household — “its breath coming and going in all the 
rooms.” 

Death is a constant theme. Death, change, the fickle nature 
of memory. Mahfouz s long years as a civil servant are hint- 
ed at when bureaucratic figures surface. The teeming life of 
Cairo reverberates behind the lines. The last section of the 
book is given over to the pronouncements of Sheikh Abd- 
Rabbih al-Ta ih. This sage or prophet is prone to such utter- 
ances as, “if you are afflicted with doubt, then look at length 
in the mirror of yourself ’: “the strongest of all are they who 
pardon”; “in the desert is an oasis that is the hope of him 
who has lost his way” 

At this point, the disrespectful thought occurs that the 
sheikh is a somewhat tendentious pontificator. But else- 
where there is a curiously timeless relevance and freshness 

cakes revenge by killing whenever he can, singing the prais- Dast 2^)0 ^ear? ° U 1 t^c 31 ov ^r the 

es of God as he does so. A sceptic passing a ImSse held to V ^ yearS " The Sund *y Times, 
be haunted is told by a ghostly voice from within: “Keep to 
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The illusion of digital 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

MORE THAN ever, we are surrounded by digital devices 
like computer*, sophisticated communications networks 
and satellite channels to name only a few. The advantages 
of die digital technology have become so obvious to us. so 
indisputable that comparing digital and analog has 
become nonsense. And yet... 

Whereas in many cases digital technology is not only the 
best but also the only possible solution, like computers for 
instance, it does make sense to think twice before going 
for digital in others. At least it is worth knowing that dig- 
ital is not necessarily the smoothest, fastest, more reliable 
solution. 

Digital is accurate and provides an excellent method for 
long-time conservation of data, whatever the format — 
text, sound, still images, movies, and so forth. Audio CDs 
for example are said to remain in perfect condition for "a 
lifetime and more." On the other hand digitised pho- 
tographs take an unusual amount of space to be stored if 
one is processing colour shots at high resol urion. Even a 
laser disc won't store more than say ten or twelve such 
photographs. Unless one is willing to compromise by 
reducing the resolution (the sharpness) and the number of 
colours, which of course defeats the purpose. 

Those in charge of the famous French Bibliotheque 
Nalionale in Paris, the library that holds about 10 million 
publications, have starred a few years ago to digitise them 
in order to presen e them for future generations. In spite of 
advanced technical means, they have so far been able to 
process about 100.000 hooks. ’ll may take them another 
300 years to finish the job. 

E\ er tried to download a photograph or a large comput- 
er file via the Internet? Downloading consists of “ ■bring- 
ing" data over the telephone line and saving it on the com- 
puter’s hard disk. The time to download depends natural- 
ly on the actual size of the file. As an example, a 4MB file 



will lake about one hour with the current state of the tech- 
nology. Such a file wouldn’t even represent a colour pic- 
ture but a black and white one. 

Apart from low performance and data size, the com- 
plexity of the technology is becoming a problem in itself 
and is drastically reducing the overall reliability one is 
entitled to expect from ir. An information technology spe- 
cialist talking about Intel’s Pentium chip — the main 
microprocessor in personal computers — explained that 
with the equivalence of 3,000,000 transistors inside the 
chip, it is technically impossible to perform a complete 
test of all the possible combinations of the chip's process- 
ing patterns. The manufacturer can only test the known 
cases of utilisation of the microprocessor. Giving users the 
guarantee that the chip is absolutely flawless is something 
no manufacturer can or will do. 

Have you nociced how analog docks are in fashion 
again? In the seventies and eighties, virtually all car man- 
ufacturers would include a digital clock in their products. 
Now most of them have come back to the more tradition- 
al model. The example may seem unimportant compared 
to computers and satellite communications. It is neverthe- 
less a clear indication that digital is not necessarily and not 
systematically superior to analog. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, March 27, 1997 


2:00 Holy Koran 
2:08 Ovide & The Gang 

2:30 Raw Toonage 

2:45 Curiosity Show 

3:10 They Came From Outer Space 

4:00 N.B.A. Basketball 

5:00 Out Of This World 

5:30 French Programmes 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Parenthood 

8:00 Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 

8:30 The American Chart Show 

9: 1 0 Kung Fu-The Legend Continues 

10:00 New's In English 

10:25 : . . Feature Film — Between The Darkness 
&. The Dawn 

Starring: Elizabeth Montgomery & 
James Naughton 
12:00 Taratata 


Friday, March 28, 1997 


7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
8:00 World Echo (Doc.) 

8:30 Side Effects 

9: 1 0 Tycoons ( Doc. 1 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Hot Shots 

11:15 Sisters 

Monday, March 31, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

The Mask 

2:30 

Flintstones 

3:00 

See How They Grow 

3:15 

French Programme 

4:00 

Crystal Maze 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:01 

Science & Space Encyclopedia 

5:30 

French Programmes 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

America's Funniest Home Videos 

8:00 

The Health Show 

8:30 

Hawkcye 

9: 10 

Frontline (Doc.) 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Feature Film — Ordeal In The .Arctic 
Sinning: Richard Chamberlain & 
Catherine Marx Stewart 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

Captain Planet (Cartoon) 

2:30 , - 

■ Flintstones 

3:00 

French Programmes 

4:00 

Namre'sThventioris 

4:25 

Deep Water Haven 

4:50 

Ocean Girl (New Series) 

5:00 

Extra Dimensions (Doc.) 

6:00 

French Programmes 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

One Foot In The Grave 

8:00 

Discover Magazine (Doc.) 

8:30 

Murder She Wrote 

9:10 

Highlander 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Under Suspicion 

11:00 

Middle March 


Saturday, March 29, 1997 


2:ix) 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

Adventure of Mickey & Donald 

2:30 

Moomin.s 

3:00 

French Programme 

4:00 

Gillette (Sports) 

4:30 

Innovation (Doc.) 

5:00 

Tilt 23.5 

5:25 

Blue Heelers 

6:00 

French Programme 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Hanging With Mr. Cooper 

S:0U 

Magazine - 01 (Doc.) 

8:30 

Prism 

0:10 

Time Trax 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

MacGyver 

11:00 

Feature Film — A Red Wind 
Starring: Lisa Hartman 


Sunday, March 30, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:08 

Jonny Quest 

2:30 

Problem Child 

3:00 

French Prosramme 

4:00 

Global Family (Doc.) 

4:25 

Energy Express 

4:50 

Our World. Their World 

5:15 

Black Water - Big Fish 

6:00 

French Programmes 


Tuesday, April 1, 1997 


2:00 Holy Koran 

2:08 Budgie — The Little Helicopter 

2:30 Grimmy 

3:00 French Programmes 

4:00 Super Sport Follies 

4:30 Dog House 

5:00 Preserving For The Taste Of It 

5:15 Album Show 

6:00 French Programme 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 The Office 

8:00 Super Stars Of Action 

8:30 Encounter 

9:10 The Nature of Things 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Snowy River 

11:15 Mission Impossible 


Wednesday, April 2,1997 


2:00 Holy Koran 

2:0S Flintstones 

2:30 Adventures On Rainbow Pond 

3:00 French Programme 

4:00 America s Funn iest People 

4:25 Escape from Jupiter 

4:50 Challenge (Doc.) 

5:15 Border Town 

6:00 French Programmes 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Grace Under Fire 

8:00 Soldier’s Diary 

8:30 Challenges 

9: 10 Spencer For Hire 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Cobra 

1 1 :00 Han To Hart 


Running for cover 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

RUNNING FOR cover is something that most of us go 
through quite often. Il is something that we can do both 
because of an insecurity about what the future may bring 
and because of a desire to escape from the mounting 
responsibilities that we face day in and day out. For some- 
how, it just feels good to know Lhat one can seek shelter 
under the shadow of something bigger than us when the 
need arises. 

The down side of this is the knowledge that there will 
always be someone to look after us. Add to this that the 
notion of a guaranteed security can also tend towards a 
horrible state of cowardice and apathy. 

Unfortunately, most people we know have got used to 
this abstract idea of safety under layers of protection that 
they have begun to cause great pain to others who are 
unprotected, this by relishing the power that this abstrac- 
tion provides them with. 

This happens when we are made to bounce between 
these layers nearly every single day of our lives. 

This also happens every time we attempt to get any kind 
of paperwork completed, in any government department, 
we hop back and forth from one clerk to another with a file 
in hand for the sole purpose of collecting signatures. 

We get it initialled from one guy in the public room on 
the ground floor. We then get it signed from the officer in 
a room on the third floor. Later we hop to get another sig- 
nature from an accountant in the basement. Afterwards, 
we go back up to the fourth floor to get that double 
checked, or scribbled over, whichever tickles your fancy 




r «r GUJC&7 wpHcsfow 

imt.bi AWRetoWflc/, 


more. Eventually, we go to a big boss — but isn’t every- 
one — who tells us that we arc missing a scribble on pages 
three and five. 

But why does this happen? Is it because the law says that 
you need to have thirteen signatures in your file if it i s to 
be processed properly? Is it because the law obliges you to 
deal with such people? Or is it that the more signatures 
you collect the better are your chances of getting sotne- 
thing done? Is it that people cannot accept responsibility 
for papers thev sign unless others provide the necessary 
cover first? Or is it lhat civil servants are just too apathet- 
ic to care about the feelings of other people? 

This kind of thing happens everywhere. It happens at the 
Income Tax Department. It happens at the Land Registra- 
tion Department. It happens at the Vehicles and Drivers 
Licensing Department. It happens at the municipalities 
and at the local councils. 

To be able to get a clear idea about this, try to get a site 
plan for a plot of land from a local directorate, itself anoth- 
er long word which can easily serve as a synonym for 
anguish, stress, and pain. Having gone through this little 
exercise, the idea of hopping is clearly revealed. 

If we had hoped that young people had over the past year 
found a voice with which to speak whatever is on their 
minds, has this been lost now amidst the proclamations of 
the old- newcomers? Let us pray that it hasn’t. 

In any case, those masters of bureaucracy who still hide 
in crumbling office blocks have to be made to see the light 
because while this society is packed with grumpy, old and 
space-consuming men and women eager not to lose their 
privileges, there are. in return, plenty of helpful and pure 
people in the civil service ready and willing to lend a help- 
ing hand to those in need. 

At the end of the day. all is needed ro sort this mess out 
is mm the light on to get a clearer picture of what goes on 
behind the duck walls and the closed doors of the civil ser- 
vice. 

And once we decide that to modernise what goes on 
there is what we wanL the courage to do so is what we 
must pray for. But given that the existing structures are so 
interwoven, just how easy will it be to break them up is 
sufficient to confound anybody's good sense of judge- 
ment. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Mohammad A. Shuqair 


AMAZING FACTS 

• ONE of the parachute-jumping fans from New York 
could perform 331 successive jumps within 24 hours only. 

• THERE is a contract of leasing a piece of land in 
Ireland which is effective for a period of 10,000.000 years. 

■ IN ancient times, the Scottish skirt was five metres 
long. 

• ONE of the English libraries lent a book to someone 
and could at last restore it from his inheritors after 335 
years. 

• A CANADIAN prepared a cake of 200 square feet and 
weighing 7,500 pounds. The preparation of the cake lasted 
for 714 hours. 

• IN Pennsylvania there exists a jungle where a type of a 
wild strawberry tree ages 13,000 years. 

• A YOUNG MAN from Iowa. U.S.. built a 15-metre 
high tower using 23.000 playing cards. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

** Don’t keep me waiting. 

La tada'nee antazir taweelan. 

** Le me know when you decide. 

Akhberni indama tassil ela qarar. 

**I lay down my life for you. 

Enni odah'hi behayati min ajlek. 


** Save the mark! 


.n. 1 . 

"i j 


Estahana bekalmai. 
La samaha Allah! 


** Leave me to myself. 

** Let it pass. 

** I was on sick leave. 

** He made light of my words. 


Da ’nee wa-sha’nee. 
Da’ al-aror yarnurr besalam. 


a * * * 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1 . What does Basrah mean in Arabic? 

2. When was the first oil well dug in the world? 

3. The colour of oil differs from one country to another. 
True or false? 

4. A musician started composing pieces of music at the 
age of 5. Who was he? 

5. What is the name of the country where the first uni- 
versity in Lhe world was established. 

6. When did the unity among the .Arab emirates take 
place? 

7. What is the most common surgery performed on peo- 
ple? 

A « W ^ 

JOKES 

• A RICH MAN reached a doctor's clinic and the doctor 
said: '‘It’s good you've come here at the right time.” 

Patient: “Why doctor? Are you totally broke?” 


• DURING the recent general elections one of the signs 
appearing on the walls read: 

VOTING FOR THIS MAN MAY BE HAZARDOUS 
TO YOUR HEALTH. 


. " BOY: “When I look at your pictures. I just stand up and 

Knot fee ejaza maradiya. wonder.” 

ARTIST: “How I do it, you mean?” 

BOY: “Not at all — why you do it?” 


PUZZLES 

KEYWORDS 

• Can you complete the crossword puzzle below and discover the keywords? 

The numbers in the comers of the squares correspond with the position of the letter in the 9-letter kevword across the i 
centre of each puzzle. 

Each keyword comprises nine different letters, and any letters which are already inserted are not used in the keyword. 
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Scenes from Comrades — ‘what a lot of Hong Kong people are going through’ 

Suspense as filmmakers 
pray for a happy ending 


By Francesca Buglioni 
$ Dziadek 

BERLIN — A question 
mark hangs over Hong 
Kong's film industry — 
third in scale only to Holly- 
wood and Bombay-based 
‘•Bollywood” — as Britain 
prepares to relinquish con- 
trol of the territory. 

The fear is that with 
Beijing calling the shots 
from July 1. producers and 
directors will come under 
greater political control and 
Hong Kong will Jose its 
attraction as a production 
centre. 

"The handover is like 
death.” says Yim Ho, whose 
film. Kitchen, was hailed as 
a poetic masterpiece at the 
recent Berlin Film Festival. 

But not everyone shares 
Ho’s pessimism. 

“.Although this is the last 
year in which the British 
colony of Hong Kong will 
appear as an independent 
political entity.” says festi- 
val director Moritz Hadeln, 
g “as a separate national enri- 
* ty, we are confident that we 
will continue to see films 
made in Hong Kong, China, 
for a venr long time after 
1997” 

He sees an industry 
“bursting with creativity." 

Last year. 116 films were 
■produced in the territory — 
some financed by triads 
{Chinese criminal gangs ) 
prepared to use violence to 
enforce punctual delivery. 

The industry made its 
name with kung fu action 
films, as did actors such as 
Bruce Lee and Maggie 


Hong Kong’s dynamic film industry 
is unsure how it will be affected by 
the end of colonial rule. While some 
moviemakers fear the effects of 
China’s political control others pre- 
fer to look to the prospects of a huge 
new market 


Cheung. The latter was Lhe 
first Asian performer to win 
the Berlin festival’s presti- 
gious Silver Bear award, in 
1992, and she and China's 
Gong Li are the best-known 
Asian faces on the interna- 
tional film scene today. 

The type of film made in 
Hong Kong is changing. 
About 65 per cent of pro- 
duction still consists of 
action movies, says Roger 
Lee, general manager of 
Harvest Crown, a sub- 
sidiary of Hong Kong’s 
biggest production compa- 
ny, Golden Harvest Enter- 
tainment. “But the increas- 
ing box office popularity of 
non-action genres is chang- 
ing the proportion towards 
50-50.” 

Comrades (almost a love 
story), which was presented 
in Berlin, is typical of the 
new breed. It is the product 
of 35-year-old Peter Chan, 
an independent filmmaker 
who raises his own finance. 

Starring Maggie Cheung, 
it traces "the relationship of 
two mainland immigrants to 
Hong Kong over a" 10-year 
period. 

“The characters leave 
their homes to look for a 


better life." explains Chan. 
“They come to Hong Kong, 
the most important transit 
point for Chinese people 
throughout the world, but it 
is never a home.” Their 
final meeting is in New 
York, both still searching 
for a better life and both 
still homesick — though 
unsure about what consti- 
tutes home. 

“It is exactly what a lot of 
Hong Kong people — who, 
under the pressure of (the 
handover inj 1997, emigrat- 
ed to North America — are 
going through,” he notes. 

"The story is personal for 
me as a reflection of the 
lives of the Hong Kong 
natives of my generation — 
people like me who are try- 
ing to cope with a deadline. 
I always thought I wanted to 
leave, but now I really do 
not know where I want to be 
ultimately.” 

One wonders. what' will be 
the official Chinese attitude 
to such a story-line after the 
handover. 

Many Hong Kong film- 
makers. however, are more 
interested in the possibility 
of China opening up its 
huge domestic market to 


their products. 

“So far. the Chinese have 
an incredible quota of only 
10 foreign films a year, 
which includes Hollywood 
films as well as ours," says 
Harvet Crown's Roger Lee. 

"We have been left guess- 
ing as to what the Chinese 
gatekeepers hold in store for 
us. 1 cannot even make an 
educated guess. In any case, 
we have always survived on 
our own with no major 
financial backing from the 
state. Life goes on.” 

This inventive, never-say- 
die Hong Kong philosophy 
was best illustrated in 
Berlin by Viva Erotica, 
filmmaker Derek Yee’s 
satirical look at people in 
his profession trying to keep 
their pride while forced for 
financial reasons to make 
soft- pom movies. 

The film has an “adults 
only" rating yet is regarded 
as good enough to be con- 
sidered in international 
competitions. Thus, like the 
people he lampoons, Yee 
succeeds in both maintai- 
ning his integrity and mak- 
ing money. 

“All directors in Hong 
Kong have to face the con- 
flict between the commer- 
cial side and the artistic,” 
Yee explained in Berlin. 
“And _ as the marker for 
Hong.Jiong movies is 
shrinking, in the face of' 
Hollywood’s onslaught, we 
have to concentrate on the 
commercial. If we don't 
want to compromise with 
the studios, we cannot make 
a film” — Gemini News. 


International films kick Hong 
Kong movies into a corner 


By Peter Lim 
Agence France Presse 

HONG KONG — Interna- 
tional films have delivered a 
^ painful kung fu kick to 
Hong Kong movies, slash- 
ing box office receipts for 
the martial ans-studded 
flicks by alm ost 50 per cent, 
according to a recent sur- 
vey. 

Receipts for locally-made 
films slumped to 634 mil- 
lion Hong Kong dollars 
($47.08 million) in 1996 
from 1.24 billion Hong 
Kong dollars in 1992, the 
survey found. 

But box office revenue for 
foreign films, mostly from 
Hollywood, soared 66 per 
cent over the same period, 
from 312 million Hong 
Kong dollars to 518 million 
Hong Kong dollars, accord- 


ing to the survey conducted 
by video retail giant KPS 
Video Express. 

The survey found 54 per 
cent of 206 movie-going 
respondents preferred for- 
eign films to locally-pro- 
duced features. 

It also found 47 per cent 
of respondents ranked qual- 
ity as the most important 
factor in their decision to 
watch a film, while 45 per 
cent said the choice of film 
available was the determin- 
ing factor. 

Screenings of popular 
films in Hong Kong regu- 
larly draw large queues wai- 
ting for tickets and advance 
bookings are often required. 

Market share of foreign 
films, in terras of audience 
size, increased from 20.1 
per cent in 1992 to 45 per 
cent in 1996, the survey 


found. 

In the golden days of the 
Hong Kong industry' from 
1986 to 1992. local films, 
especially action or kung fu 
movies, were in demand 
abroad, with buyers throw- 
ing money at any produc- 
tion starring big local names 
like Jackie Chan, Chow 
Yun-Fat. Jet Li. Leslie 
Cheung and Andy Lau. 

Hong Kong produced 
more than 200 films a year 
during its heyday but last 
year turned out only 120 
movies. 

The industry' was in the 
past so flush with money 
that triads, local organised 
crime syndicates, wanted to 
cash in, turning up on film 
sets and demanding protec- 
tion money or sending death 
threats lo’stars who turned 
down film offers from them. 


But demands for protec- 
tion money have proven 
increasingly futile and a 
□umber of people have been 
arrested in recent years after 
producers called police to 
their film sets. 

The drop in cinema atten- 
dance has seen Hong Kong 
cutting ticket prices one day 
a week in an effort to boost 
flagging audiences and the 
industry itself since Feb. 1 0. 

Admission prices at all 98 
theatres across the territory 
will be 30 Hong Kong dol- 
lars ($3.90) every Tues-day 
instead of the usual price 
range of between 45 and 65 
Hong Kong dollars. 

Hong Kong becomes the 
the first Asian city to follow 
the lead of the United 
States, Canada, France and 
Australia in discounting 
midweek tickets. 


Sesame Street to finally come to China 


J By Graham Earnshaw 
Reuter 

SHANGHAI — The U.S. 
Children’s show Sesame 
Street is finally coming to 
China after two years of 
delays caused by lack of a 
sponsor and questions over 
how to make it acceptably 
Chinese, organisers said. 

Big Bird, one of the 
Street's best-loved charac- 
ters, was on hand at a news 
conference recently to 
announce the start of audi- 
tions for key performers in 
the Chinese series, to be 
produced in conjunction 
with Shanghai Television. 

Sesame Street is a produc- 
tion of the Children’s Tele- 
vision Workshop (CTW). 
and has been on the air 
^ since 196S, teaching chil- 
dren around the world how 
to wash their hands and 
count to 10. 


Big Bird made an early 
foray into China in I9S1 for 
a television special in which 
he went in search of a 
Chinese phoenix with the 
help of a young girl. 

Now, he will be back in 
early 1998. in a series of 
130* half-hour shows for 
which sponsorship has been 
promised by General Elec- 
tric Co. of the United States. 

He will be joined by a 
couple of Chinese charac- 
ters being created for the 
show including Puff Pig, a 
blustering vegetarian, said 
CTW Vice-President Gre- 
gory Gettas. 

Bert and Ernie and the 
Cookie Monster will also 
make appearances with 
Mandarin Chinese voice- 
overs. 

■ This is a wonderful and 
special day for China’s chil- 
dren.” said the show’s pro- 


ducer, Ye Chao. 

“But our show will be 
somewhat different from 
the U.S. Sesame Street We 
have done a lot of work 
talking to child educational- 
ists and psychologists to 
produce a formula which 
suits the special characteris- 
tics of Chinese children,” he 
said. 

A local journalist asked if 
Sesame Street was not a 
continuation of a process in 
which China’s children are 
becoming ever-more en- 
thralled by foreign cartoon 
characters. 

“Many of the children's 
programmes coming into 
China have a somewhat 
negative impact on viewers, 
but in terms of producing 
our own programmes, we 
find we lack some of the 
desirable skills and knowl- 
edge.” Mr. Ye said. “That is 


why we are cooperating 
with CTW.” 

He stressed that the- set- 
ting and characters in the 
Chinese Sesame Street 
would be entirely Chinese. 

“We have held many, 
many meetings to consider 
the special needs and char- 
acteristics of Chinese chil- 
dren,” he said. 

About 60 per cent of the 
content will be locally pro- 
duced with 40 per cent 
being selected from an in- 
ternational bank of Sesame 
Street material produced in 
a number of countries, 
including the United States. 

“This will be a truly Chi- 
nese production,'' Mr. Get- 
tas said. “It's not just Se- 
same Street done in the 
Chinese language.” 

The show will be broad- 
cast every weekday evening 
to Shanghai TV’s audience. 


Jordan Times, Thursday, March 27, 1997^ 


Film on life of Pakistan’s 
founder attracts controversy 


By Amir Zia 
Reuter 

KARACHI — British actor Christopher Lee. best known 
for portraying Count Dracula, steps out of the old Dakota 
plane that brought Pakistan's founder Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah to Karachi in 1947. 

He waves, just as Jinnah did 50 years ago. The resem- 
blance is uncanny. Pakistanis in the production unit of the 
First full-length feature film on Jinnah's life cheer and clap. 

"Lee is great. He looks exactly like Quaid-i-Azam (Great 
Leader),” said Mohsin Akhter. one of the Pakistani- British 
financiers of the film. 

The Jinnah tribute is being produced in Pakistan's golden 
jubilee year, a half-century after the nation was carved from 
British India amid the bloodstained upheaval of partition. 

State-run Pakistan Television, banks and individual 
Pakistanis are among other investors in the project, which 
has a modest budget of £5 million (S8 million). 

After appearingln more than 250 films, Lee has cast aside 
horror movie roles to take on that of Jinnah. revered by mil- 
lions of Pakistanis for his part in creating their country. 

“It is an enormous challenge, a great responsibility and 
indeed an honour to play the role of Quaid-i-Azam,” Lee. 
74, told Reuters in an interview. “1 have read everything 
which 1 could read and watched every thing I could watch 
on Jinnah.” 

Controversy over casting, script 

But the film about Pakistan’s founding father has run into 
controversy, with some local newspapers attacking the pro- 
ducers for alleged casting errors and a fanciful script. 

“The problem with Christopher Lee is that he is known 
for his role of Dracula,” says Imran Adam, editor of the 
English-language daily The News, which has spearheaded 
the media campaign against the Jinnah film project. 

“A man who has played negative roles all his life, what 
was the need to cast him in the role of founder of 
Pakistan?” 

Lee has little time for this sort of criticism. 

“What do you mean by negative roles ? I don’t play nega- 
tive roles. I play people. Some of them are positive and 
some of them negative... I have played many parts and this 
is the one which is probably the most important for me as 
an actor. 

“There is absolutely no relevance between what I played 
in the past or what I am playing in this particular film. I am 
attempting to paint a portrait of a much-maligned and mis- 
understood man.” Lee said. 


Indian film star challenged 

Aslam also criticises the choice of Indian film-star Shashi 
Kapoor in the cast and says the script tramples on Muslim 
religious feelings. 

“They have touched religion unnecessarily. Jinnah has 
been shown in limbo. Limbo is purgatory. It is pan of the 
Koran." he said. ^ %f |, .. 

Aslam said that originally Kapoor was to play the Angel 
Gabriel, though this character was subsequently changed to 
a nanator able to travel through time, taking Jinnah with 
him. 

“There appears no artistic device in it They are hurting 
religious sensitivities,” he said. 



Pakistan’s founder Mohammad Ali Jinnah 

Film meant to be tribute to Jinnah 

The film's executive producer. Akbar Ahmad, said 
Gabriel was not in the film, which he .said contained no 
anti- Jinnah remarks. 

“It is a tribute to Jinnah. We want in show it to the world 
so that it can appreciaie him for the strength of his charac- 
ter. integrity and historical ychieivcntenl.s — anJ also a< a 
human so that people can feel him," Ahnud said. 

He said the fuss had been stirred "by a disgruntled actor 
who is a journalist because he was not taken for Jinnah's 
role." 

Aslam. who auditioned tor the p.un. dismisses the charge and 
said the film producers were trying to trivial isc the issue. 

“We say that if the Pakistan government is involved in 
this project on any level, specially in giving tnonex, then we 
think there should be accountability. 

“It appears that the gu\ eminent has been taken fora ride. 
They did not know what was in the script until the newspa- 
per took up the issue and now they have awakened a little.” 

Ahmad says the project had wholehearted government 
support, but no direct investment by the state. President 
Farooq Leghari has written to the governors of Punjab and 
Sind provinces asking them to give full cooperation to the 
project. 

'*Tn the Indian nnd British press, the film is described as a 
propaganda movie for projecting Quaid-i-Azam as a hero. 
In Pakistan, a section of the press terms it as unti-Qtuid. 
The two sides are levelling extreme opposite charges.” 
Ahmad said. 

"But being a historical figure as he was. the film on 
Jinnah's life is bound to be controversial." he added. 


Women poets write of love behind 
veil of anonymity in Emirates 


By Scheherezflde Faratnard 
The Associated Press 

DUBAI — Fatat Al Dubai feels she talks too openly 
of love and desire in her poems to sign them with he'r 
real name. She fears arousing the wrath of conserva- 
tive Gulf society. 

The poet — her pen name means "young woman of 
Dubai — has even hidden her poetry from her fam- 
ily. But she has a wide audience among the young 
people of the tiny states of the United Arab Emirates. 

"I nave to remain anonymous, otherwise I won’t be 
able to write how I feel,” she said in an interview. 
"My poems are more reflections of how women feel. 
Our parents and families ... disagree with poetry, 
especially written by a woman. They consider it ’a 
shame.” 

Fatat Dubai is not alone in her fears. Her poems 
were published in The Female Poets Or The 
Emirates, which includes 46 writers — all anony- 
mous even though Arabs have traditionally used 
poetry to express the strongest emotions. 

The women use colourful pseudonyms, often 
incorporating names of the tiny sheikhdoms along 
the Gulf, among them “Smile Of Sharjah. 
“Daughter Of The Desert,” "Dubai Princess” and 
"Abu Dhabi Nigbts.” 

For all the romantic names, the poems are hardly 
scandalous. They speak only figurati vely of love and 
desire, their restraint reflecting social and religious 
pressures, especially when it concerns women. 

In one of her more evocative jjoems, Fatat Dubai 
compares her dream love to a talcon, a bird prized 
for its speed and hunting skills: 

A 1 have a partner whose pride I feel in my heart 
of hearts 

“And whose flirtation is hidden from everyone’s 
eyes. 

hW He has a free spirit and is proud like a falcon 

“And comes from an ancestry that is noble.” 

Another poem is a little more daring by Gulf stan- 
dards: 

“I wish I were alone with him 

“And there was not a soul around.” 

That’s as racy as she gets. 

Others whose work is in the Female Poets Of The 
Emirates also speak in platonic terms. A poem by 
Layla Al Amiriya reads: 

u The day you left 

“My tears poured like rain. 

•■“But however it turns out 

“You’ll always be locked in my chest” 

Tahera Al Hashemi, whose short stories appear 


Women jpoets use colourful pseudo- 
nyms, often incorporating names of 
the tiny sheikhdoms along the Gulf, 
among them "Smile Of Sharjah," 
‘Daughter Of The Desert/ "Dubai 
Princess’ and ‘Abu Dhabi Nights’ 

under the pen name "Sara Al Naxvaf/' says that even 
though Emirates women write anonymously, they 
still censor themselves because of the restrained 
nature of Arab society. 

“We convey our true feelings by using symbolism. 
It's up to the reader to interpret them." she said, 
w earing a loose thin black veil ox er her dark hair and 
a black robe with glittering gold-coloured hems. 

Salha Ghabesh. a 36-veur-old poet from the 
Emirate of Sharjah, said writers censor their own 
work out of respect for social norms under which 
women are supposed to be self-effacing. She said 
that those who want to write more freely sometimes 
use male pseudonx ms. 

Ghabesh uses her real name, bui that i> perhaps 
because most of her writings are about how women's 
lives are better for the “abaya" — the traditional 
head-to-toe cloak — or the "hijah” head scarf that 
Gulf women wear in public to reflect Islamic mod- 
esty. 

"I deal with emotional issues that involve the Gulf 
woman and the wearing of the abaya. The abaya is 
an inherent part of our culture ... our heritage and 
civilisation/* said Ghabesh. 

But she said a woman's dress should not be mis- 
taken for her whole being. 

"When we cover our heads with hijab. it doesn’t 
mean we are covering our bruins, our intelligence or 
feelings and thoughts." she said. 

As for Fatal Dubai, she is happy to have poems 
published, even if readers don't know her name. She 
recalls shy friends who would jot a few lines of poet- 
ry on a piece of paper, then tear it up for fear of being 
discovered. 

While retaining public anonymity, she recently 
revealed her real name to fellow’ poets. She’s Fatima 
Al Hajj. 31 and unmarried, and has been writing 
poetry' since high .school. The revelation came at a 
writers convention in Abu Dhabi, the Emirates capi- 
tal. 

"They were all men." she said. "For the first lime, 
they saw who FataL Dubai was/* 
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Doctors call for battle against spread of diabetes 


By David Brough 
Renter 

LISBON — Health authori- 
ties must step up prevention 
campaigns in order to tackle 
the growing incidence of 
diabetes around the world, 
doctors at a recent interna- 
tional conference said. 

“Prevention is not a big 
enough issue in our soci- 
eties.” Professor Rudiger 
Landgraf. head of the 
Diabetes Centre at Munich 
University, said on the side- 
lines of the event in Lisbon. 

"Children should be 
taught in schools how to eat 
healthily and the need to 
lake exercise. Too much fat 
intake, too many proteins 


and excessive alcohol con- 
sumption are very important 
in the development of Type 
2 diabetes," he told Reuters. 

“■Prevention has to scan at 
least 10 to 15 years before 
the outbreak of the disease." 
he added. 

Diabetes is a common dis- 
ease which occurs when 
cells in the pancreas known 
as islet cells fail to produce 
insulin properly. Insulin 

helps regulate blood sugar 
levels. 

Type I diabetes tends to 
affect people under 20 while 
Type 2. which accounts for 
the bulk of eases of the dis- 
ease. afflicts older people. 

Type 1 can be triggered by 
other infections. the 


progress of the baby in the 
womb, and may have a 
genetic link, doctors say. 
Type 2. afflicting more than 
100 million people world- 
wide. is believed to be 
linked to diet, lifestyle and 
senes. 

~ Dr. Harald Bergrem. a fel- 
low of the diabetics secre- 
tariat of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in 
Copenhagen, said diabetes 
was becoming more preva- 
lent as economies devel- 
oped. 

“In Europe about 25 mil- 
lion people have diabetes. 
In 20 years rime, at least 
double " that number will 
have the disease." he told 
Reuters. 


He said the increasing 
incidence of diabetes was 
linked to an aging popula- 
tion and bad dietary habits 
of people who consume too 
much alcohol and high-pro- 
tein foods and not enough 
fruit and vegetables. 

“'The link between healthy 
eating when you’re young 
and getting diabetes later in 
life is under-estimated," he 
said. 

Dr. Bergrem said 34 of 50 
member states of the WHO 
in Europe had implemented 
national plans to tackle dia- 
betes. including prevention 
campaigns. 

But he said authorities had 
to boost efforts to educate 
people about the need to 


take exercise and eat a 
healthy diet in order to 
reduce the risk of obesity 
and Type 2 diabetes. Most 
people with Type 2 diabetes 
are obese, doctors say. 

Dr. Landgraf said cam- 
paigns to prevent diabetes 
would conflict with the 
vested interests of powerful 
lobbies such as alcoholic 
drinks companies and the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

"The alcoholic drinks 
industry has other interests 
than cultivators of (healthi- 
er) fruit and vegetables," he 
said. 

"The state has an interest 
in products that deliver big 
tax revenues like alcohol,” 
he added. "The pharmaceu- 


ticals industry is more inter- 
ested in selling drugs than 
prevention." 

Doctors at the conference 
said society under-estimated 
the seriousness of diabetes 
because the disease could be 
managed through educating 
patients and managing 
blood sugar levels in their 
blood. 

People failed to realise the 
high cost of complications 
from diabetes such as eye 
disease, strokes, neurologi- 
cal problems and amputa- 
tions, they said. 

The treatment of patients 
was inadequate in develop- 
ing countries where many 
had no access to insulin, 
they said. 


Tuberculosis breakthrough could 
save millions of lives — WHO 


By Tani Freedman 
A gene e France Presse 

GENEVA — The World 
Health Organisation 

i WHO l announced Tues- 
day a "breakthrough" in 
tuberculosis control that it 
suv s con Id save 1 0 m i 1 1 i on 
lives in the next decade, 
shrinking a scourge that 
hits the world's poorest 
nations hardest. 

The development, 
known as DOTS, for di- 
rectly observed treatment 
short-course, "is the big- 
gest health breakthrough 
of this decade, in terms of 
the lives we will be able to 
save." Hiroshi Nakajima. 
director-general of the 
WHO said in a statement. 

’“We anticipate that at 
least 10 million lives from 
tuberculosis will be pre- 
vented in the next ten 
years with the introduction 
and extensive use of the 
DOTS strategy." 

About eight million peo- 
ple last year came down 
with tuberculosis, which is 
the leading 1 Infectious 
kilter of youth 1 timbrndulra?* 
Someone in the world is 
infected with tuberculosis 
(TB) every second, 
according to the world 
health body. 


Some 95 per cent of 
cases are in Third World 
countries. 

The DOTS strategy 
works by having health 
workers supervise 

patients' intake of four 
powerful medicines over 
six to eight months. 

One ol the most difficult 
problems hindering TB 
control has been that suf- 
ferers often fail to contin- 
ue their course of treat- 
ment once they feel better, 
which has led to the emer- 
gence of multi-drug resis- 
tant strains of the disease. 

Such strains, which have 
broken out recently in 
London. New York and 
Milan, are over a hundred 
times more expensive to 
treat and almost impossi- 
ble to cure, the WHO said. 

The total cost of using 
the DOTS strategy is 
around SI 00 per patient in 
most poor countries. 

The WHO said there was 
compelling evidence that 
where DOTS is used, cure 
rates nearly double and the 
tb epidemic can'be eventu- 
ally sent into* reverse. . " 

Thirteen countries, inc- 
luding China. India. Indo- 
nesia, Thailand and the 
Philippines account for 
nearly 75 per cent of the 


world's TB cases. 

China has over one mil- 
lion new cases and 

250.000 deaths annually 
from tuberculosis. 

The country of 1.2 bil- 
lion people is also one of 
biggest success stories of 
the DOTS strategy which 
has been implemented in 
areas reaching nearly half 
the population and where 
the cure rate is 93 per cent. 

In villages where an 
effective DOTS pro- 
gramme is working. TB is 
no longer dreaded, accor- 
ding to the WHO. 

Those who become sick 
know they can become 
cured and within weeks of 
starting treatment most are 
back to work. 

More than two million 
Indians are infected with 
tuberculosis each year, 
which claims the lives of 

500.000 victims. 

A DOTS strategy is 
being applied in pilot areas 
covering over 12 million 
people. In these regions, 
staff receive training and 
watch their patients take 
and swallow their drugs. 

the result is that ij?e 
drop-out rate from treat- 
ment has plummeted and 
tuberculosis is cured in 
four out of every five 


patients. 

In Thailand, tuberculosis 
piggybacking on the ex- 
plosive spread of AIDS 
has become a time-bomb, 
the WHO said. There are 
roughly 100,000 new 
cases of TB a year and 
HIV positive victims are 
30 times more likely to 
develop the disease than 
those testing negative. 

In the Philippines, where 
an estimated one in 40 has 
a chance of becoming 
infected each year, tuber- 
culosis will cast a pall over 
the country's current eco- 
nomic boom unless steps 
are taken to improve TB 
control, the WHO said. 

Brazil. Mexico, Russia 
and Zaire also have large 
tuberculosis infected pop- 
ulations. 

"The TB epidemic will 
continue to kill more peo- 
ple each year, and the TB 
bacilli will grow more 
resistanr to drugs, unless 
we move quickly to put 
the DOTS strategy into 
use in every country,” Mr. 
Nakajima said. 
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SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 




Last Week'* Cryptogram* 

1. Born loner decided to bet la*l meanly back on a lotto ticket 
trllb oil of hi* unlucky number*, and wins fifty thousand 
dollar*. 

2. Sad sack, tired of sick thinking, got himself some wild new 
Clad rag* and changed hi* self-image. 

3. Stockbroker was plenty locky when hi# car had breakdown 

right at highway truck atop. 

4. An ingenuous slight slip of the lip may likely make yon 
flip. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1.3 A IRA EZAOEH-KGB PCM31ASAOE YAEEASK. 
GE ZNIYP USNWCWYH WA LCSP BN 
SATATWAS ELAT CM ELAB ZASAO'E GO 
ABCDE CYULCWAEGDCY N'SPAS! — By EX. Deylt 

2.T VLNMN E -REMIND MS El ONTI" MTYD 
TM TDCNNG DNNGNG TD M Z A N VZZR.M' 
ELIZAZOTVNM. — By Baitm J. Ran 

3.5AO WNDY WN YD BE BUYITLEM YR TURK 
WNNE ITSSDLEM WNY8NNE “YAWN SO ESY 
YAWS." — By Bd Hnddbnoa 

4.UTORSPYZ XT EGYPTIAN REGTJL. 

b'PNRXTIPSOL 9PT S X AY S LX YSLGYP XT 
ZYtlGREYP. — By Frank*. Stein 


Doctors can get rid 
of 4 tropical diseases 


By Sonati Paul 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Deve- 
loping countries should be 
able to get rid of four major 
tropical diseases within 10 
years with investments in 
cheap drugs and new insec- 
ticides. medical researchers 
said. 

Millions of people are at 
risk from the four diseases, 
leprosy, river blindness, 
chagas disease and lym- 
phatic filariasis, according 
to a report by the Special 
Programme for Research 
and Training in Tropical 
Diseases (TDR). 

The public health 
scourges can be controlled 
thanks to treatments devel- 
oped over the last 20 years, 
insect-killing bacteria, sim- 
ple insecticides, and new 
mapping programmes to 
track diseases, it said. 

"It’s quire remarkable we 1 
really have now the tools 
for elimination of four ma- 
jor diseases in the world,” 
said Tore Godal, director of 
TDR, funded by the World 
Bank. World Health Orga- 
nisation. . and United. .Nar 
■tions Development-- Prog; 
ramme. ..’.J 

“The main message is that 
to invest in this kind of re- 
search gives you very good 
value for money, though it 
takes a long time.” he said 
in a telephone interview 
from Geneva. 

The stigma from these di- 
seases is more damaging 
than their health effects. 
“They don’t kill. They 
throw people out of society 
into the gutters." Mr. Godal 
said, adding that in India, 
girls with leprosy are typi- 
cally thrown out of school. 

The TDR report estimated 
it would cost $370 million 
over the next four years to 


help eliminate leprosy, a 
severely deforming disease 
caused by bacteria. 

More than half a million 
new leprosy cases are re- 
ported annually in 60 coun- 
tries in South East Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, 
according to WHO. The re- 
port said a treatment in- 
volving three drugs "is able 
to cure all patients." 

Lymphatic filariasis. the 
most widespread of the four 
illnesses targeted, has been 
successfully treated with 
the drug Ivermectin com- 
bined with another drug. 

The disease, which af- 
fects 120 million people in 
73 tropical and subtropical 
countries, is passed on by 
mosquitoes infected with 
worm larvae that block the 
lymphatic system, grossly 
enlarging legs and genitals, 
and damaging lungs. 

Ivermectin has also been 
effective against river 
blindness, which affects 1 8 
million people mainly in 
Africa. The drug kills lar- 
vae released by adult 
worms under the skin, but 
scientists, are still looking 
for yfys to, Tull .the adult 
worms. The" parasites are 
transmitted to humans by 
blackflies. 

Chagas disease, which 
kills about 45,000 people a 
year in Latin America, is 
spread to humans by a 
bloodsucking insect that 
lives in cracks in the walls 
of low-quality homes. The 
disease can now be treated 
for just 5 cents per person. 

Instead of spraying insec- 
ticides to get rid of the car- 
rier bugs, scientists have 
developed a latex-based 
paint with insecticides that 
is effective for two years. A 
new fumigant is also being 
tested in Argentina. 


‘Women in 40s 
should get yearly 
mammograms 9 

CHICAGO (R) — Women in their 40s should get yearly 
mammograms, not every other year as currently recom- 
mended by the American Cancer Society, a panel of 
experts hand-picked by the group said. 

The panel of 50 experts, which met over the weekend in 
Chicago to decide the contentious issue, shortened the 
group's existing guideline that dares to 1983 after review- 
ing numerous studies and taking into account the techno- 
logical improvements in mammography. 

A spokeswoman for the American Cancer Society said 
the group's board of directors, in meetings in Atlanta from 
March 1 7 to 22. will likely approve the panel’s recommen- 
dation. with the guideline then becoming the likely gold 
standard for doctors and consomers. 

**We have been the pace-setters on guidelines, and we 
anticipate the American Medical Association and other 
groups will adopt our position,” American Cancer Society 
spokeswoman Joann Schellenbach said. 

The issue of how frequently women in their 40s should 
obtain mammograms produced a somewhat confusing rec- 
ommendation in late January 1 when a National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) panel in Washington declared that it was up 
to women to decide for themselves. 

There has been no change in the recommendation that 
women 50 and older get yearly mammograms. 

Ms. Schellenbach. who attended the workshops held 
over the weekend, said the American Cancer Society panel 
was "shocked" by the emphasis the NIH panel placed on 
the potential barm done by radiation exposure from more- 
frequent mammograms. She said there was no evidence 
that such radiation had ever backfired and actually caused 
breast cancer. 

The latest panel also read the study data differently and 
determined it showed that younger women were at greater 
risk of developing faster-growing breast cancers. 

‘The current average two-year interval between screens 
may be too long for this age group and their faster-grow- 
ing cancers," said panel member Marilyn Leitch, a surgical 
oncologist from the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Centre. 


‘Ulcer pill could 
save mothers’ 


LONDON (R) — A drug 
originally designed to treat 
ulcers could help stop 
bleeding after delivery and 
has the potential to save 

250,000 lives a year, a 
British researcher said. 

The drug. Misoprostol, 
was designed to counteract 
stomach damage caused by 
p ainki llers. It is also used to 
induce abortion. 

Dr. Hazim AJ Refaey. an 
obstetrician at University 
College Hospital London, 
tested Misoprostol pills on 
250 women. 

They worked just as well 
in preventing haemorrhage 
after delivery as did the 
standard treatment, an in- 
jection of the drug Synto- 
m c trine, he reported in the 
British Journal of Obstet- 
rics and Gynaecology. 

Syntometrine, given rou- 
tinely after birth in Europe 
and North America, can 
cause nausea and raise 


blood pressure. But Miso- 
prostol has no side-effects 
and does not have to be 
injected. Dr. Refaey said. 

In addition. Misoprostol 
is more stable than 
Syntometrine and can be 
used more widely in coun- 
tries with hot climates. The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) estimates that, in 
countries that lack such a 
drug, 250,000 women die 
every year from haemor- 
rhage after birth. 

Tn this pill we seem to 
have an easy -to-ad minister, 
easy-to-store and safe-to- 

take precaution against hae- 
morrhage following child- 
birth,'' Dr. Refaey said in a 
statement. 

"It could save the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of 
women around the world 
every year.” 

He said WHO was setting 
up a global trial of Miso- 
prostol. 


Liver drug found 
ineffective in 
treating rare disease 


BOSTON (R) — A drug 
commonly used as a treat- 
ment for a severe liver dis- 
ease does not work, accord- 
ing to a new study in the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine. 

The drug ursodiol. sold 
under the brand name Ac- 
tigaJl by Ciba-Geigy AG, 
has been shown to help pa- 
tients suffering from a liver 
condition known as prima- 
ty biliary cirrhosis. 

But doctors have also 
been using it to treat prima- 
ry sclerosing cholangitis, a 
rare condition that narrows 
all of the tubes that cany 
bile from the liver to the 
gall bladder and the intes- 
tine. ; 

Researchers had hoped 
that ursodiol would be ef- 
fective against primary 
sclerosing cholangitis be- 
cause it seems to be similar 
in some ways to primary 
biliary cirrhosis. 

But in six years of tests in 
which 51 volunteers were 
given the drug and 5 1 were 
given a placebo, the people 
in both groups fared equal- 


Vitamin C lack linked 
to heart attacks 


LONDON (R) — Vitamin 
C may be important in pro- 
tecting against heart at- 
tacks. Finnish researchers 
reported. 

Men deficient in the vita- 
min were more than three 
times more likely to have a 
heart attack, they said. 

Jukka Salonen and col- 
leagues at the University of 
Kuopio studied 1.600 men 
aged between 42 and 60 
from eastern Finland, 
where people tend not to 
absorb much Vitamin C and 
where deaths from bean 
disease were common. 

All the men were free of 
bean disease ar the start of 
the study. Between 1984 
and 1992, 70 of the men 
had heart attacks. 

They found that 91 of the 
men had Vitamin C defi- 
ciency and of them 12, or 
13 per cent, suffered a heart 
attack. 

Of the 1,500 men who did 
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ly well. Both were just as 
likely to die, require a liver 
transplant or have their con- 
dition get measurably 
worse. 

In an editorial in the med- 
ical magazine. Dr. Marshall 
Kaplan of Tufts- New Eng- 
land Medical Centre in 
Boston said the findings 
“will be profoundly disap- 
pointing to patients and ■ 
physicians.” 

The team that did the 
study, led by Dr. Keith Lin- 
dor of the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, said 
the drug may not have 
appeared to work because 
the patients were too sick 
wtien^xhey first got it. 

But it would be “very dif- 
ficult"' to study its effects 
on less-ill volunteers be- 
cause most patients who are 
found to have primary scle- 
rosing cholangitis are be- 
yond the early stages of the 
disease when they are first 
diagnosed. In addition, the 
volunteers would have to 
take the drug or a placebo 
for years. 


not have a Vitamin C defi- 
ciency. only 58, or just 
under four per cent, had 
heart attacks. 

“Vitamin C deficiency ... P 
is a risk factor for coronary 
heart disease." they con- 
cluded. 

Vitamin C is an antioxi- 
dant — it helps to prevent 
chemical reactions in the 
body rhat can cause heart 
disease and perhaps cancer 
as well. When blood fats 
oxidase in a process s imil ar 
to iron rusting, they can 
harden and block arteries. 

But when Dr. Salonen's 
group did a smaller study to 
see if Vitamin C supple- 
ments would help, they 
found litile effect 

Other studies have found 
similar results with supple- 
ments and some researchers 
say the entire fruit or veg- 
etable containing such vita- 
mins must be eaten for jk 
effects to be seen. y 
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Arafat lambasts U.S. 
veto, sees conspiracy 
against peace process 


DHAKA CAP) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat was quoted 
Wednesday as criticising 
the U.S. veto of a SeciT- 
rity Council condemna- 
tion of Israel. 

Mr. Arafat also was 
quoted as saying “the 
Jewish lobby is working 
hard to jeopardise the 
peace process." Mr. 
Arafat, in Bangladesh to 
& attend its silver jubilee 
celebrations, was inter- 
viewed by the Daily 
Star newspaper on Tues- 
day. 

President Bill Clinton 
"personally understands 
our position in the Mid- 
dle East peace process," 
he said. But the paper, 
without quoting Mr. 
Arafat directly, said he 
complained that the 
Clinton administration 
was not supporting him 
fully. 

U.S. Secretary' of State 
Madeleine Albright 
tracked down the Pales- 
tinian leader in Dhaka 
and persuaded him to 
return to the Middle East 
to meet her envoy, Den- 
nis Ross, to try to end 
the impasse in Palestin- 
ian-Israeli negotiations, 
U.S. officials said in 
Washington. 


The administration had 
failed to reach Arafat for 
several days while he 
was travelling in Pak- 
istan, Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh. 

The Mideast negotia- 
tions plunged into a cri- 
sis after Israel withdrew 
its forces from less than 
expected territory in the 
occupied West Bank, and 
after a suicide bomber 
killed three people in a 
Tel Aviv cafe on Friday. 

In the interview, the 
paper said Mr. Arafat 
expressed deep regret 
that the U.S. administra- 
tion vetoed Friday's 
U.N. resolution con- 
demning a new Israeli 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

'‘There can be no per- 
manent peace in the 
Middle East as long as 
the problem of 
Jerusalem remains unre- 
solved," Mr. Arafat was 
quoted as saying. 

“There is a conspiracy 
to destroy the peace 
process, but Israel must 
realise that there can be 
no durable peace in the 
Middle East unless the 
agreement reached 
between us is imple- 
mented fully,” he was 
quoted as saying. “We 


are not asking for the 
moon, but only for what 
has been agreed upon " 

“The present crisis is 
the most serious one fac- 
ing the Palestinian peo- 
ple in the recent past," 
Mr. Arafat said. “Israel 
must be pressured into 
honouring the peace 
agreement which was 
signed in the presence of 
President Clinton." 

The crisis, he warned, 
“will have its ramifica- 
tions globally if not 
resolved immediately.” 

In a speech at an inde- 
pendence rally Wednes- 
day, Mr. Arafat said “no 
peace process is accept- 
able to us without the 
Holy City of AI Quds." 

President Nelson Man- 
dela of South Africa, and 
President Suleyman 
Demirel of Turkey also 
were present as Mr. 
Arafat spoke at a down- 
town park. 

Mr. Arafat left here 
Wednesday evening for 
Rabat for a meeting of 
the Jerusalem Commit- 
tee of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference 
(OICj. 


GCC calls for reassessment 


(Continued from page 1) 

Sheikh Hamad also said 
“there is a definite change 
in the Iranian position 
towards the Gulf coun- 
tries." 

The conference’s final 
statement said the GCC 
was “ready to work seri- 
ously to build confidence” 
with Iran. 


It said the GCC had 
“welcomed the new posi- 
tions put forward by the 
Iranian foreign minister” 
who toured Gulf countries 
last week. 

The statement also 
pointed to “assurances” 
made by Iranian Presir 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani in a meeting 
Sunday with Saudi 


Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz on the 
sidelines of the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) summit in 
Islamabad. 

“We hope this new posi- 
tion will be accompanied 
by proper, actions, /ast^e 
GCC wants to improve iis 
relations with Iran." said 
Sheikh Hamad. 


No let-up in violent clashes 


Ross in tough bid to jumpstart negotiations 


(Continued fom page 1) 

with Palestinian demon- 
strations and try to avoid 
casualties. 

The Palestinian securiry 
chief in the West Bank. 
Jibril Rajoub. was in Beth- 
lehem on Wednesday try- 
ing to keep the Palestinian 
protest from getting out of 
hand. 

More than 100 members 
of the elite preventive 
security force of Colonel 
Rajoub used metal barriers 
and four vans parked 
across the roadway to keep 

a march by some 300 
Bethlehem University stu- 
dents from approaching 
Israeli army positions 

Col. Rajonb on Tuesday 
rejected Israeli demands 
his forces crack down on 
protestors as a condition 
for resuming peace talks, 
saying there could be no 
security cooperation with 
Israel until the political 
process is back on track. 

But in Bethlehem 
Wednesday he neverthe- 
less went into action, lead- 
ing his men personally and 
declaring to journalists 
and student leaders, 
“We're in control, we’re 
always in control.” 

One of the march organ- 
isers who declined to give 
his name confirmed that a 
derision had been taken to 
hold down violent con- 
frontations. 

Clashes also broke out 
Wednesday in the nearby 
village of Teqoa. which is 
under joint Israeli -Pales- 
tinian control. Four Pales- 
tinians. including a police- 
man, were injured by rub- 
ber bullets. 

In Teqoa, Palestinian 
police also attempted 
briefly to hold back scores 
of pupils and students who 
pelted Israeli soldiers with 
stones on the way to 
school, but they pulled 
back when one of their 
members was hit by an 
Israeli rubber bullet, wit- 
nesses said. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cios '• meanwhile warned 
that. Israeli secret service 
agents caught operating in 
self-rule areas of the West 


Bank and Gaza Strip 
would be met by “an iron 
fist.” 

Israeli television report- 
ed Tuesday that following 
a suicide bombing last 
week in Tel Aviv and a 
recent drop in security' 
cooperation between the 
Israeli government and 
Palestinian security. 

Israel’s Sbin Bet secret 
service had been given 
broader powers to act in 
Palestinian-controlled 
enclaves (see page 2j. 

In a statement faxed to 
news organisations and 
attributed to an unnamed 
“high-ranking Palestinian 
security official.” the 
Palestinian National 
Authority said that if con- 
firmed, the Israeli decision 
amounts to "an act of 
war.” 

“We warn against such a 
risky step and from our 
side we will strike with an 
iron fist anyone who tries 
to sabotage Palestinian 
national security." it said. 


(Continued from page lj 

Arafat before boarding an 
airplane to return home 
front a speech in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 

Last week. Ms. Albright 
credited the Palestinian 
leader with making a “100 
per cent effort” to counter 
■■terrorism.” The praise 

stopped after the Tel Aviv 
bombing, for which the 
militant Hamas group 

claimed responsibility. 

Now Ms. Albright and 
other U.S. officials are talk- 
ing about a need for a “red 
light" from Mr. .Arafat. 

In Washington earlier this 
week, officials said it was 
crucial to get the two sides 
talking again. “We won’t be 
able to stabilise (he situa- 
tion until we have them 
back talking with each 
other," one official said. 

Israeli political analysts 
said Mr. Ross faced a tall 
order as he did last year 
when — after a wave of 
violence claimed the lives 
of SO Palestinians and 
Israelis — he mediated 
Israel’s handover of most of 


Hebron to self-rule. 

“Ross is going to have to 
find a formula, like he has 
before." said Leslie Susser. 
senior writer of the 
Jerusalem Report maga- 
zine. 

“It must be along the lines 
of the Palestinians making 
a very strong commitment 
to crack down on terror and 
the Israelis committing not 
to make any more unilater- 
al moves on the peace 
front." he told Reuters. 

Mr. Erekat said Palestini- 
ans did not expect Wash- 
ington to halt its alliance 
with Israel, only that it 
ensure the "accurate" and 
“honest" implementation of 
the peace deals which Mr. 
Clinton had witnessed since 
1993. .“What we are asking 
the United States today is io 
honour the signature of 
President Bill Clinton. He 
signed on the agreement — 
not for a photo op.” Mr. 
Erekat told Reuters. 

Israeli officials expressed 
hope Mr. Ross could 
arrange an Arafat- 
Netanyahu summit to 
defuse what many see as 


the worst crisis yet in Lhe 
Israel- Palestinian peace 
process, but no one was 
predicting any quick 
breakthroughs. 

While denying Israeli 
allegations he incited last 
week’* bomb attack in Tel 
Aviv. Mr. .Arafat has let the 
tensions brew on the 
ground as he worked on 
building up international 
pressure on Israel, and 
indirectly on the United 
States. 

Despite Israeli demands 
he return to deal with the 
crisis. Mr. Arafat went 
ahead with a previously 
planned trip to Asia this 
week, visiting Sri Lanka 
and Bangladesh after an 
Islamic summit in Pak- 
istan. 

.As well as meeting Mr. 
Ross in Rabat. Mr. Arafat 
will also attend a meeting 
of the Jerusalem Commit- 
tee of lhe Organisation of 
Islamic Conference in the 
Moroccan capital on Thurs- 
day dial can he expected to 
provide a new Jose of sup- 
port for the Palestinian line. 


Sanctions on Iraq as long as it takes to topple Saddam 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Iraqi News Agency. 

His comments came 
just days after the first 
food arrived in Iraq 
under the U.N. oil-for- 
food agreement. Under 
the deal, Iraq can sell 
oil worth $2 billion for 
an initial six-month 
period to buy food and 
medicine. 

A Chinese ship deliv- 
ered 13,000 tonnes of 
Thai rice to Iraq on 
Wednesday, the first 
large shipment since 
the oil-for-food deal 
went into force in 
December. 

Baghdad Radio 

announced the SS 
Huang-Jang started 
unloading its cargo 
after docking at- trie 
Gulf pon of Umm Qasr. 
which lies along the 
desert border with 


Kuwait. 

U.N. officials 

described the rice as the 
“first substantial” 
delivery since Dec. 10 
when Iraq resumed oil 
exports tor the first 
time in six years under 
the humanitarian deal. 

However, scores of 
food trucks carrying 
more than 1.500 tonnes 
of cooking oil. chick 
peas, white beans and 
salt have arrived from 
Turkey and Jordan in 
the last week. 

More than 2.2 million 
tonnes of wheat flour, 
rice, sugar, tea. cooking 
oil. infant milk powder, 
and salt are to be 
imported for Iraq’s 20 
million people over six 
months under the oil- 
for-food deal.’ U.N. 
officials say. 

But U.N. officials and 
diplomats did not 


expect distribution to 
begin until April when 
there is enough rice, 
flour or some other 
commodity stockpiled 
in the country’ to serve 
all Iraqis. 

The Iraqi government 
wants to Degin distrib- 
uting goods as they 
arrive. " 

Iraqis have welcomed 
the first arrivals as 
helping to ease the 
strain ^ on their food 
budget, but said they 
also needed meat, 
chicken and fish and 
hoped the deliveries 
would cut inflation and 
boost their purchasing 
power. 

Flour was selling for 
400 dinars per kilo- 
gramme on Wednes-. 
day. up slightly from' 1 
35’0 dinars on Tuesday 
and down from 50f) 
dinars on Monday. 


while rice sold for 300 
dinars per kilogramme, 
up 25 dinars from Tues- 
day. 

The dinar hovered 
around 1.100 to the dol- 
lar on Wednesday after 
strengthening to around 
1,000 to the dollar on 
Tuesday from 1.140 on 
Monday. 

A Western diplomat 
cautioned against 
expecting dramatic 
long-term improve- 
ments. “These are arti- 
ficial fluctuations, the 
result of speculation by 
people who have food- 
stocks and money.” he 
said. 

So far 45 humanitari- 
an contracts have been 
approved 1 by ■ the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee 
while more than 200 
are pending. 
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New report finds U.S., 
Singapore and Hong Kong 
most competitive economies 


GENEVA (Ri — The Unit- 
ed Slates. Singapore and 
Hong Kong are the most 
compel it i\e economies 

while Britain and Nordic 
nations are becoming more 
attractive to foreign busi- 
ness. outstripping Germany 
and France, a new report 
■said Tuesday. 

The report by the Lau- 
sanne international Institute 
for Management Develop- 
ment ilMDl put Britain 

1 2th in the 46-country 
world competitiveness table 
w ith core European Union 
< EU ) members Germany 
and France lagging at 1 4th 
and 20th respectively. 

Nonhem Europe, with 
reduced unemployment and 
strong growth, was regain- 
ing competitiveness and 
three Nordic countries — 
Finland. Norway and Den- 
mark — ranked in the top 
seven ahead of Switzerland 
in eighth place. 

Other EU countries in 
general lagged behind the 
Nordic nations because of 
iheir high taxes and inflexi- 
ble labour markets. Japan's 
competitiveness was slid- 
ing. at 14th place in the 


global list, while that of Ire- 
fund was booming at 1 5th. 

Italy was the least com- 
petitive of the Group of 
Seven economies at 35th 
place. lagging behind 
Turkey at 34th place. 

The world's up-and-com- 
ing emerging markets were 
the least compelithe 

according to the survey, 
with Russia at the bottom 
below South Africa. 
Poland. Venezuela. Colum- 
bia. India. Mexico. Indone- 
sia. Greece. Hungary and 
the Czech Republic. 

The IMD. which publish- 
es annually a "world com- 
petitiveness yearbook" 
based on official statistics 
and survey > among some 
3.000 top business execu- 
tives around the globe, said 
the report was only prelim- 
inary and gave no year-ago 
comparisons. 

The report has been wide- 
ly used by private business- 
es to assess risk and make 
investment decisions. 

The IMD says it assesses 
competitiveness through 
"analysis of the mecha- 
nisms leading to wealth 
creation in a nation" based 


on eight different factors, 
among them domestic eco- 
nomic strength, internation- 
alisation and government 
policies. 

But many analysts chal- 
lenge the concept of nation- 
al competitiveness as being 
too nebulous to assess reli- 
ably. 

Some economists say the 
word has become meaning- 
less because countries do 
not compete in the same 
way as companies and 
international trade is not a 
zero-sum game. 

The survey was gloomy 
on Germany's high cost of 
business, delays in corpo- 
rate restructuring and rigid 
labour laws. 

“Germany continues to 
muddle through a pattern of 
reforms that may take more 
time to implement than 
anticipated." it said. 

But it offered hope on 
Switzerland's economic 
recession, saying a weaken- 
ing Swiss franc would 
revive growth in 1997 and 
"a new sense of realism in 
the country should make it 
last.” 


Critics say it’s riskv. unnecessary 

U.S. Federal Reserve tightens credit 


WASHINGTON (AFPi — 
The U.S. Federal Reserve 
(Fed) Tuesday launched a 
preemptive strike on infla- 
tion. raising short-term 
interest rates "in a move its 
pro-growth critics 

denounced as both risky and 
unnecessary. 

The Feds policy-making 
Open Market Committee 
conformed to expectations 
and hiked the benchmark 


and nixed tne oenenmark 
federal fun^rateby ithfiar- 
tef of a p^fsTrf&^'TJoint to 


f 515' per cent: r 

The increase will mean 
that shon-term credit will 
become more expensive, 
although analysts have said 
its real impact on the overall 
economy will not be felt 
until the end of the year. 

Just hours after the deci- 
sion was announced, it was 
attacked by congressional 
Democrats and two highly 
influential business groups 


as menacing job* and 
growth. 

The White House gave it a 
correct — but chilly — 
reception. After repeated 
hints by Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan, 
the committee finally pulled 
the trigger, citing "persisting 
strength in demand" that 
was heightening the risk of 
expansion-threatening “in- 
flationary imbalances." ■ 

'Mr. 'Greenspan and other 
■'itoinfm -figliKs "af" : the' 
U.S. centra] bank have read- 
ily acknowledged that infla- 
tion — which in the last 12 
months has been limited to 
2.5 per cent apart from the 
food and energy sectors — 
poses no immediate danger 
to the economy. 

But they insist that it is the 
job of the Fed to take the 
long view and head off con- 
sumer price rises that could 
emerge six months or so in 


the future. 

Mr. Greenspan in congres- 
sional testimony last week 
attributed the unusual coin- 
cidence of near full employ- 
ment and lackluster inflation 
to a reluctance by workers 
— w orried about job securi- 
ty — to press employers for 
higher wages. 

But such forbearance was 
not likely to last, he warned, 
adding - . that consumer 
demand,' had been “growing ; 
quite . strongly in ,‘jecem : 
months" — : the perfect 
ingredients for a spike in ' 
prices. 

The Fed's prudence, how- 
ever. earned it few plaudits 
among congressional 

Democrats and business 
groups, who said in effect 
that Mr. Greenspan and the 
board were unnecessarily 
squeamish about inflation 
and indifferent to the need 
for growth. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Spar 
5 Pasture 
10 Type 

14 Regarding 

15 Accelerate 
sharpi'-' 

1 6 Culture medium 

17 Story by Hans 
Christian 
Andersen 

19 Small group 

20 Layer 

21 Hollow stem 

22 Seldom 

24 Kismet 

25 — Bombock 

26 Biblical book 
29 Policemen 

33 Golf club 

34 Scowl 

35 Baby food 

36 Mitt 

40 Piece of land 

41 Della of song 

42 Arabian port 

43 Raises the value 
of 

45 Clergyman 

47 Gossip 

48 Rise sharply 

49 NC river 

52 Relative 

53 A Gershwin 

56 Tool for dressing 
wood 

57 Decisive conflict 

60 Control strap 

61 Innocent 

62 NC college 

63 Trampled 

64 Low card 

65 Mother of Apollo 
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26 27 28 


30 31 32 


49 SO 51 


[53 154 1 55 


57 

58 





59 
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by Florence C. Adler 


DOWN 

1 School subject, 
briefly 

2 Tennis great 

3 — gun 

4 Author — 
Clancy 

5 Welcomes 

6 Civil War 
signature 

7 Greedy 

8 Bright star 

9 Small finches 


10 Petty ruler 

1 1 Brutish man 

12 Marsh bird 

13 NY city 

18 Type of muffin 

23 Included with 

24 Tooth 

25 Jagged 

26 Gun 

27 Mythical hunter 

28 Calendar 
section 

29 Curl 

30 Lyric poem 

31 Is enthusiastic 

32 Exhausted 
34 Flotilla 

37 Bert's pal 

38 Disloyal 

39 Hideaway 

44 Certain number 

45 Silk fabric 

46 Have status 

48 Urbane 

49 Section 

50 German river 
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51 Pinza of opera 54 Source 

52 Arabian 55 — Domini 

chieftain: var. 58 Cheering word 

53 Inactive 59 State: abbr. 
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IMF: Foreign 
investment 
to triple in 
Egypt in 1997 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Foreign 
investment in Egypt this year 
will triple in comparison 
with Lhe previous year, an 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) official has forecast. 

Arvin Subramanian, the 
IMF's representative in 
Cairo, told the official news- 
paper A1 Ahram that foreign 
investment will reach S2.1 
billion in the July 1996 to 
June 1997 financial year. 

Last year foreign invest- 
ment in Egypt came to S650 
million. 

Foreign investment in pro- 
jects will reach $800 million 
while investments in finan- 
cial instruments will account 
for another $1.3 billion, Mr. 
Subramanian said. 

During the first six months 
of this financial year. S450 
million in foreign investment 
went toward shares while 
5200 million was used to buy 
treasury bonds. 

During 1995/96. invest- 
ment in projects reached 
$600 million while invest- 
ment in financial instruments 
came to only $50 million. 

In 1993/94. foreign invest- 
ment was $1.3 billion. 

According to the IMF. 
inflation in Egypt was 6.3 
per cent in 1996/97. 

Exports excluding oil 
should come to Si. 9 billion 
and imports were expected to 
increase by 1 5 per cent over 
the previous financial year. 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 1997 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) A private discussion 
today with your superior 
can clear up several diffi- 
culties at this time if you 
are tactful. Avoid a depress- 
ing individual this evening 
"w ho want to be in his or her 
own little world and alone. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Go out with a 
good friend today whom 
you haven’t understood 
lately, and find out what is 
the difficulty’. Don’t do any- 
thing expensive tonight 
which could take away any 
funds you might need in the 
days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21 ) Avoid a nagging fellow 
business associate today 
who only has on his or her 
mind how to proceed with 
some new projecL Doing 
something thoughtful for 
your mate would be a won- 
derful idea at this time. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Adopt 


a different attitude towards 
a fellow associate today 
and you will get more 
cooperation in the days 
ahead. Be sure to drive 
carefully while on the. high- 
way .later this 1 espjiing, 
thereby avoiding^ny diffi- 
culties: 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) A fellow associate ~can 
give you some great ideas 
today on how to improve 
your efficiency. Cut down 
on your expenses later this 
evening, however, don't be 
stingy in the way you treat 
others, especially your 
loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Remember 
to do something thoughtful 
for your mate today, thus 
improving your relation- 
ship. Help out a family 
friend later this evening if 
you are asked and this per- 
son will appreciate your 
thoughtfulness. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 


October 22) Do anything at 
home today which will 
bring a greater harmony 
there. Entertain some good 
firiends whom you loved 
ones . are quite . fond of ( 
tjjnighf j and thereby main- 
tain Imcmbny/in your home . 
af this time. ■ 

SfcORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Bring one of 
your special talents to the 
attention of a superior 
today and get excellent 
results. Set up a more sensi- 
ble budget later this 
evening, which will allow 
you to have extra funds for 
the d ays a head. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) Gel 
advice from an expert today 
on how to improve your 
property, however, be sure 
to get several estimates 
before signing any con- 
tracts. thereby avoiding any 
difficulties. Tonight wall be 
good for going out on the 
town. 


CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
should not allow a private 
concern to keep you from 
enjoying with close friends 
later this evening. Use great 
. care while driving on the 
highway or in -motion.- 
thereby avoiding any diffi- 
cult situation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Avoid an 
acquaintance who is in a 
disagreeable mood today, 
so that you don’t feel 
depressed. An understand- 
ing person you know can be 
most helpful to you at this 
time concerning business 
activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You can gain the 
support of others easily 
today if you state your 
aims, especially where per- 
sonal matters are con- 
cerned. Improve your 
health later this evening so 
that you will look and feel 
great for the days ahead. 
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By Thomas &\P4er$qfe 
Astrologer. CarmU . ■ 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (Mach i 2 L_tq ; 
April 19) This is '.hot a 
good day today to 
any new ventures, howev- 
er, it is still a fine time to 
improve your present situ, 
ation. Be considerate fo 
your mate later- this 
evening by doing some 
special activity which he 
or she likes. 

TAURUS: (April' -20' to 

May 20) If you have made 
a promise today which 
you cannot keep this time, 
explain the situation clear- 
ly and you can get some 
extra time. Enjoy the com- ^ 
pany of close friends later 
this evening and have a 
wonderful time together. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) A fellow associ- 
ate may want to revise an 
agreement you have made 
today. however, it's 
important that you keep to 
your schedule and get 
your career activities 
completed. Later this 
evening is good to stay, 
home with your mate. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Even 
though you may be busy 
today at your career activ- 
ities. you'll still have rime 
to check out an opportuni- 
ty for some added income 
which is most desirable. 
This evening will be good 
to go out on the town with 
friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Although you are anx- 
ious to have a good time 
today, there are obliga- 
tions you have to meet 
first, so get busy at thera.r-. 
early and later relax with 
your loved ones. This is a 
good time to have guests 
in your home. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don't let 
some difficulties at home 
today interfere with 
hhportanr dealings ' in the 
‘'business -world. ' Be more 
: &boperativer with your Tel- 
T8w associates and there- 
by you can be more suc- 
cessful with their assis- 
tance. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Stop run- 
ning around aimlessly 
today, sit down and labour 
out a practical plan of 
operation which can gain 
yon recognition. Dealing 
fairly and squarely with 
others will bring you 
greater success in the days 
ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) This is a 
good day today to enjoy 
some recreation and put 
aside any monetary' con- 
cerns you may have. This 
will improve your mood i ; 
and relieve any difficulties 
which could exist with 
your loved ones. 
SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
21) Focus your energy 
today on improving the 
condition at home and 
establishing more harmo- 
ny there. Postpone your 
personal desires until later 
this evening, and get as 
many career activities 
completed as you possibly 
can. ’ 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Being direct and to-rhe- 
poinr today will get you 
exactly what you want If 
you want to enjoy a hobby 
later this evening, be sure 
to stay within your budget 
so that you will have 
funds available for emer- 
gency. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Study 
your assets and liabilities 
today so that you know 
exactly where you stand 
financially in the days 
ahead. Avoid a friend who 
is cranky and stubborn, 
thereby you won’t feel 
depressed aver his or her 
attitude. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A new oppor- 
tunity can be very prof- 
itable today if you keep 
away from an old difficul- 
ty which takes up too 
much of your valuable 
time. Later this evening 
will be good to meet with 
close friends for recre- 
ational activities. 
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Birthstone of March: 

Aquamarine — Jasper. 
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Saudi billionaire takes five per cent 
stake in Norwegian Cruise Line 


& 




tP 


DUBAI (AFP'i — Saudi 
billionaire Prince Al Walid 
Ibn Talai said Wednesday 
he had agreed to buy a five 
per cent stake in Norwegian 
Cruise Line worth $20 mil- 
lion. 

In a statement sent by his 
office in Riyadh, the prince 
said he had “agreed to su- 
bscribe to new shares of 
Norwegian Cruise Line 
Holding ASA (NCL) for an 
amount of $20 million 
equal to five per cent of the 
enlaiged capital.” 

Norwegian Cruise Line is 
one of the world’s largest 
leisure cruise companies 
with a total capacity of 
10,000 passengers. 

“I have long held an inter- 
est in the direction being 
taken by the cruise industry 


and (spent) many months 
researching the investment 
options available,” the 
prince said. 

”1 see in Norwegian 
Cruise Line strong manage- 
ment and an excellent 
potential and opportunity 
for growth in an area which 
is the fastest growing in the 
leisure industry,” be said. 

In a staremenL the NCL 
chairman: “The recent deal 
with Kvaemer ASA and 

now the participation by his 
royal highness, leaves NCL 
with strong shareholders 
and a solid balance sheet. 
The pace of recovery is 
completed and NCL can 
now continue expansion of 
the company.” 

Prince Walid, a nephew 
of King Fahd. has substan- 


tial investments in the 
leisure industry. 

He announced Monday 
he was buying six of the 
eight hotels of the Princess 
chain for nearly S600 mil- 
lion , excluding the two 
which cater to gamblers. 

The Saudi billionaire 
already owns shares in the 
Four Seasons Regent and 
Fairmont Hotel chains, the 
Plaza Hotel in New York 
and the George V Hotel in 
Paris. 

Earlier this month, he 
bought five per cent of the 
shares of Transworld Air- 
lines (TWA), his first 
investment in the airline 
industry. 

In a joint venture with 
pop singer Michael Jackson 
last year, the prince 


launched Kingdom Enter- 
tainment, aiming to develop 
theme parks and produce 
films and television pro- 
grammes. 

The prince has spe- 
cialised in investing in 
companies at risk, which 
then go through a turn- 
around process. 

He bought shares of Citi- 
corp Bank holding compa- 
ny when it was in the red 
and invested in the Disney- 
land Park in Paris when it 
still was to show a profit. 

Last year he injected cap- 
ital in the Canary Wharf 
real estate development 
project in London, whose 
promoter had gone bust. 


Jordanian firms prepare goods to export to Iraq 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
companies will start 

exporting detergents worth 
$26 million early next 
month to Iraq in line with 
the oil-for-food deal fol- 
lowing a U.N. approval to 
supply Baghdad with 

humanitarian aid. business 
sources said Wednesday. 

G has an Azar, chairman 
of the Modem Chemicals 
Company (MCC), said that 
his firm will siart dispatch- 
ing 4.000 tonnes of soaps 
to Iraq early next month 
following the United 
Nations approval. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the first shipment will 
leave Jordan in the first 
week of April. The remain- 
ing shipments will reach 
Baghdad over the coming 


four months, he said. 

“As soon as we receive 
the U.N. message of credit, 
expected in few days, we 
will start exporting our 
products to Iraq," Mr. Azar 
said. 

The message is a guaran- 
tee from the U.N. to the 
companies that they wilt be 
paid by the U.N. and not 
by Iraq. 

The MCC is one of 10 
Jordanian companies 
which received a U.N. per- 
mission to export soaps 
and detergents to Iraq. 
Thirry-three firms are still 
awaiting the U.N. approval 
to supply Baghdad with 
$94 million of food and 
medicine. 

According to Ministry of 
Trade, Industry and Supply 
officials, the approval for 
the 33 firms is expected 
early next month. 


The oil-for-food agree- 
ment, concluded by Iraq 
and the U.N in. December, 
permits Iraq to export $2 
billion worth of oil to pur- 
chase food, medicine and 
other humanitarian aid for 
its 20 million citizens. 

Mohanad Turk, from the 
United Detergents Industry 1 
Co. said that his fimt is 
busy packing 8.000 tonnes 
of detergents, worth S5 
million, to export it to Iraq 
in the coming two weeks. 

Meanwhile, an industrial 
Iraqi team arrived in Jor- 
dan this week to discuss 


with Jordanian industrial- 
ists means to strengthen 
trade ties between the two 
countries. 

The team, headed by 
Adnan Qudsi head of 
Iraq’s Industry Union, met 
with minister of trade and 
industry' in an effort to 

increase the trade protocol 
between Jordan and Iraq. 

The $255 million proto- 
col, which envisages sup- 
plying Iraq with food and. 
humanitarian aid, is 
exempted from the six- 
year-old U.N. embargo. 



EDF provides JD3.2 million 
to finance 591 projects 

**THE EMPLOYMENT and Development Fund (EDF) 
provided a total of JD 3.22 million in direct financing to 
591 projects for individuals last year. Of the amount, 
JD2.48 million were disbursed by the end of 1996, EDF 
Director-General Ali Qubaa’ said, noting that the Amman 
govemorate accounted for 37.6 per cent of the total 
financing. Irbid came in second place with 23.2 per cent 
and was followed by the govemorate of Zarqa which 
accounted for 8.9 per cent. Aqaba took only 1-5 per cent 
of the EDF finan cing in 1996. 

Mr. Qubaa’ detailed the performance of the fund last 
year by pointing out that the largest financing of 54.4 per 
cent was for service projects which provided 572 
employment opportunities. The industrial sector account- 
ed for 34.6 per cent of the financing and provided 514 
jobs. Crafts and tourism took 6.2 per cent and 4.8 per 
cent of the financing respectively with the handicraft 
sector creating 95 employment opportunities. 

Of the total number of projects financed. 18.4 per cent 
or 109 projects were for women who accounted for 18.2 
per. cent of the total financing. As such, men received 
41.8 per cent of the EDF credits to finance 482 projects. 
All in all, the EDF opened 1,259 employment opportu- 
nities of which 1,039 jobs went for males and the 
remaining 220 jobs for females. 

Noting that the EDF focuses on finding jobs to those 
holding educational qualifications and vocational experi- 
ence, Mr. Qubaa said 37.7 per cent of the financing ben- 
efitted holders of university degrees compared to 24.6 per 
cent to holders of Tawjihi certificates (high school educa- 
tion) and 13.6 per cent to holders of intermediate school 
certificates or Idadi level. Only 4.9 per cent of the financ- 
ing went to holders of vocational certificates. 

As to the job opportunities, the direct EDF financing 
provided employment to 362 persons with the Tawjihi 
degree, 361 persons with university degree and 203 per- 
sons with degrees from community colleges. 

The EDF also helped in financing projects through 
other institutions such as the Agricultural Credit Corpo- 
ration, the Queen Alia Fund for Social Development and 
the General Unions of Voluntary Societies. The financing 
through these channels amounted to about JD1.5 million 
and benefitted nearly 300 projects. (AI Dustour) 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“My day started out awful, but after 
35 cups of coffee I hallucinated 
myself to a beach on Tahiti.? 


that scrambled word game 

9 by H.n»i Arnold and MBceAiRirton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ROI 

FUL 



■ 

mm 

mm 


rm teal and I mad a boh 




MUg-W-ad. 


MEWNO 


I 


YH 
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1 1 


— 1 

k A 


EDDOIV 

m 


■ 
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□ 


SI 

POXEE 

■ 




HOW A VM 
IN THE GARBAGE 
TRUCK L JSrT HIM. 


Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Vbsterda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbles: WHILE OXIDE MURMUR BOYISH 
Answer What the beer maker drank In the morning - 
HOME “BREW 
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PAST 12 

are s — 


MONTHS 

LcM ' 


COMPANY 1 8 NAME 


P / * 


NO. 

OF 

TRAMS. 


ho. or 

SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


OPEN 

PRICE 


269.000 205.000 


2.100 

3.60C 

1.210 

5.15Q 

2.950 

1.090 

4.120 

2.800 

2.850 


1.860 

2.760 

.380 

4.250 

2.440 

.840 

3.480 

1.3SO 

1.340 


ARAB BAHT 14.0 1.37 9 320 81910 254.00 

JOR- RATIONAL BE. K 0.00 14 4171 7946 1.S9 

BANK or JORDAN 10.1 0.00 3 16100 45080 2.80 

HID. EAST nrv.BK. 66.3 0.00 5 B800 9152 1.03 

THE BOOSING BA. 12. B 2.88 32 20849 100116 4.88 

JOa.KONAXZ BANK 19.7 0.00 10 1137 3101 2.72 

Jot! CULT BANK 5.0 8.33 5 28S00 23940 .84 

JOS. ISLAMIC BANK 18.4 0.00 10 1290 4931 3-84 

ONION BX.SAV.IHV. P 0.00 3 800 1208 

BEIT. AL— HAL (BEITNAJ .8 11.54 1 250 325 1.34 


256.00 

1.90 

2.80 

1.04 

4.80 

2.72 

.B4 

3.83 

1.52 

1.30 


2 . 00 + 

. 01 + 


. 01 + 

.08- 


. 01 - 

. 02 + 

.04- 


RANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX) 194.50 ZCHSt +0.46 


92 


82217 


277707 


2.730 1.830 JOB FRENCH IMSOR. 


5.5 


10.26 


5300 


10217 


1.92 


1.95 .03+ 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX) 119.43 *0X3 r +0.16 


15 


5300 


10217 


1.830 
1.560 
2.700 
5. 200 
1.540 
.950 
.800 
3.720 
1.220 
2.230 


1.450 

1.280 

2-340 

4.170 

1.060 

.550 

.410 

3.040 

.960 

1.650 


JOB -ELECTRIC PNB. 11.4 7.32 11 3064 5024 1.64 1.64 
iraiD^KTRICITr 9.5 6.90 1 50 73 I.4S 1.45 
aSra MINERALS 13.0 5.20 3 1993 52B3 2.65 2.65 
ARAB INTL. HOTELS 16.3 3.13 2 1040 4258 4.17 4.10 

pSmSw 9 o.oo 20 8150 6599 »■“ i-O’ 

San Itn^TRAD. 2617 0.00 5 1700 884 .55 .52 
MACH. EQP. RENT. MAIN. 9 0.00 34 18645 11002 .59 .61 
Sm SriVSyiSoS. 12?6 6.29 3 SOO 1595 3.22 3.18 
ZARKA EDUCATION 9 0-00 < 2=00 2200 J " 00 1 - 00 
SS^EDCOr 8.2 6.40 8 9100 15900 1.75 1.72 


.07- 

. 01 - 

.03- 

. 02 + 

.04- 

.03- 


SKRV ICK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 104.03 


3.730 3.060 JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

3.500 2-710 JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

6.100 4.950 ARAB POTASH CO. 

10.400 8.720 JOR. PETROL. REFI KART 

3.260 1.650 INDUSTRIAL COKH.AGR. 

7.960 6.420 JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

4.100 3.040 ARAB 7HARM. MAN?. 

1.820 1.180 RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

6.550 4.2S0 DAR ALDAWA DV,INV. 

(5.440 3-130, ARAB ALUM. IND. 

f l .960 .450' LIVESTOCK * POULTRY !_ 

<1.400 1.060 ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

1.S20 1.050 NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

1.020 .540 NATIONAL XNDS. 

1.540 -870 IHTKHHED.PETSO.CHXM. 

1.150 .740 JOT. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

1.170 .640 JOR. SULPHO -CHE K 

1.670 1.080 ARAB PHBRM.CHEM. 

2.740 1-440 ON IV. MOOT. INDS - 

1.820 1-140 JOR. USDS . RESOURCES 

1.270 .840 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

2.400 1.750 EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

1.360 l .080 INTL. TOBACCO 

1.470 -930 ONION CH. * VEG. 


3 ICHG: 

-0.77 

91 

44442 

52817 




20.3 

2.82 

19 

2396 

8407 

3.57 

3.55 

.02- 

35.1 

0.00 

1 

250 

815 

3.25 

3.26 

.01+ 

18.5 

3.28 

6 

2450 

14845 

6.00 

6.10 

.10+ 

10.2 

7.94 

7 

486 

48B9 

10.00 

10.07 

.07+ 

32.8 

0.00 

2 

450 

1096 

2.43 

2.44 

.01* 

8.7 

3.67 

3 

1216 

.8272 

6.82 

6.82 

— 

20.3 

5.42 

19 

5472 

20230 

3.69 

3.69 

- 

P 

0.00 

6 

2100 

2548 

1.19 

1.22 

.03+ 

13.0 

4.21 

2 

. 650 

3088 

4.78 

4.75 

.03- 

8.6 

8.70 

6 

1250 

4315 

3.36 

3.45 

.09+ 


0.00 

30 

54750 

31269 

.58 

.57 

.01- 

7.5 

9.41 

1 

250 

275 

1.09 

1.10 

.01+ 


0.00 

4 

lOOO 

1090 

1.05 

1.09 

.04+ 

9.3 

9.52 

3 

1346 

847 

.63 

.63 

— 


0.00 

16 

5900 

5143 

.89 

.86 

.03- 

P 

0.00 

1 

350 

256 

.7* 

.73 

.01- 


0-00 

5 

nao 

675 

.64 

.61 

.03- 

2771 

0.00 

11 

13300 

19285 

1.44 

1.45 

.01+ 

5.0 

12.05 

7 

11700 

19422 

1.64 

1.66 

.02+ 

16.8 

0.00 

44 

32979 

44518 

1.37 

1.34 

.03- 

24.4 

0.00 

a 

3600 

3240 

.92 

.90 

.02- 

P 

0.00 

4 

3900 

7059 

1.81 

1.81 

- 

2B.2 

0.00 

16 

7900 

9427 

1.1B 

1.20 

.02+ 

23.6 

0.00 

1 

250 

240 

.97 

.96 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 118.37 *CHG: *0.69 


222 


155045 


211249 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX) 153.72 *CHG) +0.48 


287004 


S51990 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST TOR HEDENSDAY 26/03/1997 


.690 

.790 

.950 

.850 

.840 

.950 
, .950 
1.050 
.640 
.740 
1.690 
.690 
.720 
.850 
.990 
1.330 
.770 
.660 
1.010 
.870 


.430 

.480 

-.740 

.680 

.370 

.740 

.640 

.850 

.200 

.S10 

1.300 

.430 

.490 

.400 

.720 

.920 

.570 

.390 

.760 

.530 


CENTRAL CEN. STORAGE 18.5 

JOT. TRADE FAC. 13.1 

JOB.FI*. XNV.CO. 75* * 

UNION IHV. 50* 66.0 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 9 

JOR. HAT-TRAD. BOLD! NO P 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75* B 

AL-OANLIYAH 75* 14.7 

UNITED FOR FINAH.IKV g 

JOB. INDS. HATCH— JEMCO 9 

ARAB FOOT fi MED. £ 

NATL. CHLORINE B 

ARAB INTL. INV.TRD. 9 

NATL. TEXTILE 9 

NATL. MUL T. EH B.SAKI CO E 

JORDAN STEEL B 

UNION TOBACCO 75* E 

NAZI PHAHM. 65* E 

INDS. ENG. 26.5 

INDS. CERAMIC B 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 9.4 


0.00 . 

z 

250 

115 

.47 

.46 

.01- 

0.00 

7 

5200 

2548 

.49 

.49 

— 

0.00 

11 

11550 

5908 

.78 

.76 

.02- 

o.oa 

7 

10500 

1995 

.69 

.69 

— 

0.00 

20 

31700 

13494 

.43 

.43 

— 

a. oo 

1 

25000 

25000 

1.00 

1.00 

— 

0.00 

18 

53600 

30576 

.82 

.83 

.01+ 

0.00 

5 

3400 

1360 

.66 

.65 

-01- 

0.00 

1 

250 

223 

.85 

.89 

.04+ 

0.00 

2 

1000 

225 

.23 

.23 

- 

0.00 

3 

1650 

957 

.58 

.58 

— 

0.00 

1 

300 

423 

1.41 

1.41 

- 

0.00 

18 

24650 

11332 

.45 

.45 

- 

0.00 

4 

1750 

875 

.50 

.50 

— 

0.00 

30 

40900 

19144 

.46 

.46 

- 

0.00 

6 

8100 

6076 

.74 

.76 

.02+ 

0.00 

9 

6000 

4088 

.94 

.93 

.01- 

0.00 

13 

8844 

2033 

.58 

.58 

- 

o.ao 

8 

4500 

1935 

.44 

.43 

.01- 

0.00 

1 

10000 

7800 

.80 

.78 

.02- 

0.00 

78 

516250 

411435 

.77 

.80 

.03+ 


GRAND TOTAL 


244 


765394 


547540 


Lending machines woo 
record numbers of Japanese 
into bankruptcy woe 


TOKYO (AFP) — Auto- 
matic money-lending 
machines, the latest inven- 
tion of Japanese consumer 
credit companies to woo 
borrowers, are under fire for 
the distress caused as bank- 
ruptcies soar to record 
highs. 

“When we asked bankrupt 
individuals if they had taken 
loans using the machines, 
most of them said ’yes’,” 
said Tatsuya Kimura, a 
lawyer who deals with per- 
sonal debt problems. 

Personal bankruptcies 
reached 50,615 in the first 
II months of 1996. beating 
the 50,000 mark in a year 
for the first time and com- 
pared to 43.414 for the 
whole of 1995. according to 
Supreme Court data. 

Japanese individuals can 
seek protection from credi- 
tors if they declare them- 
selves bankrupt. 

In recent years, about 80 
per cent of individual bank- 
ruptcies were attributed to 
debts owed to non-bank 
institutions such as con- 
sumer finance and credit- 
card companies, analysts 
said. 

The annual total of per- 
sonal insolvencies hovered 
around 10.000 cases until 
1990 before soaring to 
20.000 in 1991 when 
Japan’s overheated invest- 
ment boom began to col- 
lapse. It topped 40.000 in 
1992 and levelled off until 
1995. 

Mr. Kimura and other 
experts say automatic lend- 
ing machines, which have 
mushroomed throughout 
Japan in recent years, have 
provided consumers with 
easier access to credit, lead- 
ing to excess debt and accel- 
erating bankruptcies. 

There are some 3.000 
such machines, operated by 
six major consumer credit 
companies, which allow 
people to borrow money 
without having to deal per- 
sonally with a loans officer 
and possibly “lose face" by 


being refused — a sensitive 
issue in a culture that strives 
to avoid embarrassment. 

For an automatic loan, the 
potential borrower merely 
enters a small room housing 
the machine and sends by 
facsimile machine his or her 
identification and a pay slip 
or other document as evi- 
dence of a regular income. 

If the application is suc- 
cessful. about 30 minutes 
later the machine issues a 
card, with which the bor- 
rower can draw money, usu- 
ally up to 50.000 yen 
(S4.150), from a cash dis- 
penser next to the loan 
machine. 

A spokesman for Acom 
Co. Ltd., which invented the 
automatic lending machine 
in 1993, said the system had 
proved more successful than 
expected as it had drawn in 
shy people who would not 
normally approach a staffed 
loan counter. 

But Mr. Kimura. lobbying 
for the removal of the 
machines, disputes this 
being a benefit., 

“Those machines enables 
people to draw money with- 
out the mental stress that 
one usually feels when ask- 
ing for a loan. With them, 
people tend to push the 
limit," Mr. Kimura said. 

Bankrupt individuals, he 
said, were often found to 
have had loans outstanding 
to "five or six companies" at 
the same time. 

The lawyer said his group 
wrote to the finance min- 
istry late last year calling for 
the removal of automatic 
lending machines. 

“We will campaign for the 
removal of the machines 
until the last one disap- 
pears.” Mr. Kimura said. 

In an apparent response to 
the situation, the finance 
ministry has called on the 
six companies engaged in 
automatic lending to take 
“appropriate measures" to 
reduce the risk of people 
being driven into insolven- 
cy. 


Mr ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace^ 


D A J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hole! Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

" We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
t unfurnished for rent , 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* MJMBO photo size 
30% larger. . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 623891 




C§>OTaI 


Quality Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedrooms * FnEy 
Equipped Kitchenette* ’ Daily & 
Lone Say ■ Reasonable Rates 


5 ih Circle 

Tel 602672 Fax 674551 


■CROWihOTL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




S3 FOR 
I RENT 

| ' •i ilJM: ViiirtS 


■) Apprti>nrton:s 
m Ammon 


For details please oaU 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 
u Sushi 


Foi R vs. 012997.- 814116 
Moccn Si. Dooud Center 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Clubs Basketball Championship 


A1 Jazireh beat Libya s Nasr, meet 
Tunisia’s Ittihad in last match 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


JORDAN'S A I Jazireh 
scored their first win at the 
11th Arab Clubs Basketball 
Championship in Nubcl. 
Tunisia when they bear 
Libsa’s Al Nasr 82-64 1 35- 

30 r 

A I Jazireh conclude Uieir 
participation after playing 
Tunisia’s Al Ittihad in their 
last match of the competi- 
tion Wednesday evening. 

In other results. Tunisia's 
A I Wadi upset Algeria's 
Bofariq 75-po. and Tunisia's 
Al Mala'b beat Suudia 
Arabia’s A 1 Ittihad oO-OM. 

In women's matches. 
Egyptian champions Al Ahli. 
whose only lost to Lebanese 
champion*. Homenlmen. 
beat Algeria’s Hussein Dai 
72-63. Tunisia's Hilal beat 
Safqasi 48-15 and 
Home net men turned their 
first half loss to a 61-58 win 
over hosts Al Mala'b of 
Tunisia. 

A I Jazireh are playing in 
the round decidin': 9- 16th 


places in which they lost to 
Libya's Murouj 75-63. 

A l Jazireh could not quali- 
fy for the quarterfinals after 
losing 67-65 (31-27 ) to 
Lebanon's Al Hikmeh. 79- 
71 to Algeria's Bofariq and 
92-60 to Tunisian champi- 
ons Al Zahra’. 

Jazireh's Husam Lulfi was 
top scorer in the first round 
with 97 points. 

Despite their results. Arab 
Basketball Federation offi- 
cials lauded Al Jazireh's par- 
ticipation and results as the 
team mainly includes under- 
22 players making their 
inauguraf Arab Clubs 
Championship against teams 
with professional lineups. 

Also playing for 9- 16th 
places arc Kuwait's A I 
Julira'. Algeria's Bina'. and 
Lebanon's A I Hikmeh. 

Nine .Arab countries are 
taking part in the event host- 
ed by Al Mal'ab Al Nabli. 

The participating lo men's 
teams had been dj t ided into 
four groups with the two in 
each group moving to the 
quarterfinals to play for I- 


Sth places. 

Teams include Al MaJ'ab 
(Tunisia). AJ Riyadi 
i Lebanon). AJ Zahra’ 
(Tunisia!, Bofariq (Algeria). 
Zamalek (Egypt). AJ Ittihad 
(Saudi .Arabia). AJ Wadi 
(Tunisia). Al Ittihad (Egypt). 
Ohud (Saudi Arabia). 

Only six teams are taking 
pan in the 7th Women's 
Championship. They include 
hosts Al HilaJ. Al Safa’ and 
Al Mal'ab of Tunisia, 
Egypt's Al Ahli, Hussein Dai 
of Algeria, and Lebanon's 
Homenetmen. 

The championship organ- 
isers have allocated prizes 
for top scorer, besr player, 
ideal team in addition to best 
three-point scorer. 

In previous Arab 

Championships. Jordan's 
former First Division cham- 
pions Al Ahli and reigning 
champs Al Orthodoxi repre- 
sented Jordan but declined 
to participate this year citing 
preparations for the coun- 
try’s First Division 

Championship. 

Titleholders AJ Orthodoxi, 


the country’s undisputed 
basketball powerhouse from 
1976-1989. have now won 
back the title in the past two 
seasons and repeating that is 
a top priority. 

On the other hand. AJ Ahli 
are hoping to regain their 
title which they won in 90, 
92, 93 and 94 and have 
recruited a new coach who 
was in charge of the Russian 
team at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics. 

Third-ranked Al Jazireh 
hope that the Arab champi- 
onship will provide the team 
with a chance to test their 
readiness for the First 
Division Championship 
which they will cry to win 
for the first time in their his- 


tory. 

They have become serious 
contenders for the 

Kingdom’s First Division 
Championship during the 
past two years. 

Last season, they beat Al 
Ahli and had a sure shot at 
second if not first place but 
later faltered in the final 
round. 


1st ‘Inter Schoolympics’ open Friday 


By Ahmed Naser 

Spechil to [In- Jt'nlnn Unit's 


AMMAN — His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein Friday opens the 
Kingdom's first privately organised Little 
League Championship in swimming, foot- 
ball and basketball which will continue 
until May lb. 

Grouping 12 private schools, the Modem 
Montesscri Inter Schoolympics will bring 
together over 600 children ages 6-14. 

The championship will be supervised by 
over 70 parent volunteers and will have 
professional referees brought in from 
respective sports federations.' 

Referees in the soccer championship are 
Ismail Haft and Salem Mahmoud. 
Basketball referees are Ismail Harb and 
Hisham Naisheh and Swimming referees 
Maher Mahfouth. Adel Batarseh. Osama A I 
Asmar. Mohammad Al Horani and Raja' 
Abu Qarnar. 

Tareq Zubi. physical -education coach at 
the Modem Montessori School (MMSi 
came up with the idea two months ago and 
proceeded lo co-ordinate with headmistress 
Mrs. Runda A I Hasan until ihe idea came 
into being. 

Mr. Zubi' explained that the three compe- 
titions will have four rounds each so that all 
the participating children get a chance for 
as much exposure as possible. 

"Sports start at an early age at Montessori. 
at first year kindergarten to be exact." said 
Mr. Zuhi. "The idea behind the Liule 
League Championship was to expose our 
students lo true sportsmanship and what it 
means lo compete b\ allowing as many 
school children as possible from the differ- 
ent schools to participate," 

In this Liule League. Mr Zubi* said teams 
are formed h\ taking one student from each 
grade so as u» ensure fair play, u horeas in 
the past some schools would send tenth 
graders to oppose sixth graders. 

The sports committee at Montessori was 
taken very seriously, and got sponsorship 
from McDonalds. Nestle. Characters, Alpha 
sports t Diadora and F1LA ) and Coca Cola. 


The swimming championship includes 
many events up of three categories, with the 
following schools participating: Al 

Mashreq. Al Ahlia Girl's School, Modem 
.American School. Amman Academy. 
Montessori Modem School. 

The soccer and basketball championships 
have been divided into the girl's and boy’s 
separate leagues. 


Henman out 
of Davis 
Cup tie 


Boy's soccer league 


Al Maaref School 
Al Manhal 
Al Mashreq 
Terra Sancta 

The Modem .American School 
Amman Academy 
Montessori Modern School 
Baccalaureate School 
Tne New English School 
.Al Raed Al Arabi School 


Girl's basketball league 


Al Ahlia School for Girls 
Amman Academy 
The New English School 
Al Raed Al Arabi 
Modem American Schools 
Modem Montessori School 
Al Wataniva School 


Boy's basketball league 


Terra Sancta 

Modem American School 
Amman Academy 
The New English School 
Al Raed A l Arabi 
Al Manhal 
Al Mashreq 

Montessori Modem School 


LONDON (AFP) — Tim 
Henman, the rising star of 
British tennis, has pulled 
out of great Britain's Davis 
Cup team for next week's 
tie against Zimbabwe after 
undergoing surgery on his 
elbow. 

Henman had an operation 
on Tuesday night at St. John 
and Sl Elizabeth Hospital 
in London to remove small 
pieces of bone from his 
elbow joint. 

The 22-year-oid. who 
recently won the ATP's 
most improved player 
award for 1996. is expected 
to start training in about six 
weeks in preparation for the 
French Open. 

"After consultation with 
British doctors, who con- 
firmed the opinion of doc- 
tors in America that an oper- 
ation was needed. I decided 
to go with it straight away." 
said Henman. 

He will be replaced by 
Jamie Delgado, who joins 
Greg Rusedski. Andrew- 
Richardson, Neil Broad and 
Mark Petchey in Britain's 
team for the Euro/African 
Zone Group One second 
round tie at Crystal Palace. 

Britain's Davis Cup cap- 
tain. David Lloyd, was pos- 
itive about his side's 
chances despite Henman’s 
absence. 

“It is a blow when any 
team loses a player of Tim's 
Calibre and I was very sorry 
when he called to tell me the 
news," he said. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES — SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi Office Furniture Company requires highly skilled and 
experienced professionals for the following position. Attractive salary and 
benefits. 


Sales Enaineers — Contract Furniture 


• Engineering degree, preferably in Architectural/Interior Design with 2 years 
related work experience. 

• Excellent communication skills in both English and Arabic are mandatory. 

9 Preferably between 24 and 28 years old. I 

• Ability to understand end-user requirements and relate it to product lines. j 

• Excellent customer service and sales skills. 


Please fax your resume in English with recent photo by March 30, 1997 to 
(+966-1)479 2588 or mail to - The Furniture Division Manager (OA). P.O. Box 
382 Riyadh 1141 1 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 



Toronto Raptors' Carlos Rodgers leaps over the top of Indiana Pacers’ Jalen Rose to pull in a rebound during first 
half NBA action at tfie Skydome in Toronto. Indiana defeated Toronto 98-84 (Reuters photo) 


Spurs, Cavs combine for 


second-lowest scoring game 


SAN ANTONIO (R) — 
Baskets were few and far 
between as the San Antonio 
Spurs beat the Cleveland 
Cavaliers 64-59 in the sec- 
ond-lowest scoring game in 
modern NBA history on 
Tuesday. 

Since the inception of the 
shot clock in 1954 only one 
game has featured fewer 
combined points and that 
was in 1955 — a 62-57 win 
by Ihe Boston Celtics over 
the Milwaukee Hawks. 

Vernon Maxwell and 
Avery Johnson scored 10 
points apiece for the Spurs, 
who made just two field 
goals in the fourth quarter 
when San Antonio 
outscored Cleveland 11-10. 
eclipsing the record low of 
23 combined points, set four 
times. 

Tyrone Hill, who had two 
of Cleveland's three fourth- 
quarter buckets, led the 
Cavs with 16 points. 

San Antonio went nearly 
eight minutes without scor- 
ing in the laughable fourth 
quarter. But during that time 
Cleveland could manage 
only a pair of layups bv 
Hill. 

The Spurs shot 37 per cent 
(25-for-67) from the field, 
while Cleveland missed 55 
shots, going 25-for-80 — 
the lowest shooting per cen- 
rage (31%) ever allowed by 
the Spurs. “I don't care if 
we score 23 points as long 
as the other team has 21.” 
San Antonio coach Gregg 
Popovich said. 

In Chicago. Steve Kerr 
and Michael Jordan scored 
20 points each as the Bulls 


edged the Dallas Mavericks 
94-92. 

Dennis Rodman grabbed 
21 rebounds for the Bulls, 
who reached 60 wins. 
Chicago must go 10-3 in 
their last 1 3 games to reach 
70 victories for the second 


successive season. 

Michael Finley led Dallas, 
scoring 18 of his 28 points 
in the first half, which 
ended in a 52-52 tie. 
Dallas led 78-71 entering 
the fourth quarter, but 
Chicago went on a 15-2 
tear, sparked by a pair of 
Kerr three-pointers. 

In Atlanta, Steve Smith 
scored 27 points and 
Dikembe Muiombo added 
24 and 1 2 rebounds to lead 
the Hawks to a 96-89 win 
over the Portland Trail 
Blazers. 

Mookie Blaylock chipped 
in 11 points. 10 assists and 
eight rebounds for Atlanta 
winners of five in a row. 

Isaiah Rider scored 22 
points and Kenny Anderson 
had 15 and nine assists for 
Portland, which clinched a 
playoff berth despite the 
loss because the 
Sacramento Kings lost. 
The Trail Blazers have 
made the playoffs for the 
15th consecutive season, the 
longest current streak in the 
NBA. 

In Houston, Hakeem 
Olajuwon poured in 39 
points and Kevin Willis 
added 28 as the Rockets 
overcame the loss of Clyde 
Drexler to post a 112-103 
win over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. 

DrexJer went down with a 


sprained right ankle mid- 
way through the third quar- 
ter when he landed awk- 
wardly. 

Olajuwon also had 11 
rebounds and six blocks and 
Willis grabbed 14 rebounds. 

Stephen Marbury scored 
16 points and dean Garrett 
and Sam Mitchell added 15 
points apiece for Minnesota, 
losers of nine of its last 13 


games. 

In Orlando, Penny 
Hardaway scored 30 points 
and Rony Seikaly added 26 
points and 14 rebounds as 
the Magic grabbed a big 
early lead and cruised to a 
114^103 triumph over the 
Sacramento Kings. 

Horace Grant and Dennis 
Scott added 13 apiece for 
Orlando, which never 
trailed after the opening 
minute and had six players 
score in double figures. 

Mitch Richmond scored 
34 points for the Kings, who 
have lost nine of their last 
10 games. 

In Toronto. Mark Jackson 
had 10 points. 11 rebounds 
and 12 assists for his fourth 
triple-double of the season 
as the Indiana Pacers beat 
the Raptors 98-84. 

Rik Smiis had 28 points 
and 12 rebounds and Reggie 
Miller added 24 points for 
the Pacers. 

Walt Williams had 16 
points and Marcus Camby 
15 for the Raptors, who 
missed 60 shots, going 30- 
of-90 from the field. 

Indiana moved within 4 
1/2 games of Cleveland, 
which holds the eighth and 
final playoff spot" in the 


Eastern Conference. 

In Phoenix, Kevin 
Johnson scored 28 points 
and Wesley Person added 
19 to lead the Suns to a 117- 
112 triumph over the 
Milwaukee Bucks. 

Johnson scored 19 of his 
points in the second half for 
the Suns, who won for the 
ninth time in 12 games. 

Ray Allen scored a career- 
high 32 points for the 
Bucks. 

At Golden State. Gary 
Payton scored 23 points and 
Shawn Kemp added 21 as 
the Seattle Supersonlcs 
posted their largest point 
total of the season in crush- 
ing the Warriors 1 26-89. 

Hersey Hawkins had 17 
points for the Sonics. who 
led by 34 ai halftime and 
have won seven of their last 


mne games. 

Joe Smith led Golden 
State with 1 8 points. 

In Los Angeles. Malik 
Sealy’s three-pointer with 
14 seconds remaining in 
regulation sent the game 
into overtime and the 
Clippers scored the first 
seven points of overtime en 
route to a 110-104 victory J 
over the Vancouver 
Grizzlies. Lorenzen 

Wright had a career-high 24 
points and Rodney Rogers 
added 23 for the Clippers, 
who held onto the seventh 
spot in the west playoff 
chase. 

Anthony Peeler scored 30 
points for the league-worst 
Grizzlies, losers of 17 of 
their last 18 games. 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 


Kevin Bacon, Robert Deniro, j 
Dustin Hoffman , Jason Patrick\ 
& Brad Pitt... in i 


PHILADELPHIA “2” A 

Ethan Hawke 
& Juiie Delpy..... in 


SLEEPERS 


BEFORE SUNRISE 


PLRZfl 

Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 


l TEL:677420 ^ 

CONCORD J 


CONCORD “1" 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS.. .IN 

EVITA 


(Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


(new print) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 


Aman.. Ya Ho 

The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday 
For reservations call 625155 
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Rain postpones Group 4 Davis Cup matches 

Jordan plays Tajikistan, Oman today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE KINGDOM’S opening matches in the 
Davis Cup Asia/Oceania Zone Group 4 
were postponed Wednesday because of 
heavy rain in the Omani capitaj, Muscat. 

Jordan was due to play Tajikistan in their 
first encounter of the six-team group but 
will now have a tough schedule since thev 
will play Tajikistan Thursday morning and 
Oman in the evening. 

The March 26-30 qualifiers group Syria, 
Tajikistan, Oman, the United Arab 
Emirates, Brunei and Jordan with only the 
top two teams of the six-team group pro- 
moted to Group 3. 

The Kingdom's team left for Muscat 
trt Monday with team captain Tala! Maher 
expressing hope, that the team would be 
able to score better results and be promoted 
to Group 3. 

Jordan had been relegated to Group 4 in 
1995 and failed to be promoted last year 
after playing in groups 2 and 3 previously. 

Countries participating in the annual team 
tournament are classified into five groups 
with the world’s top teams playing in the 
prestigious World Group. The other coun- 
tries are divided into four regional groups. 

Representing Jordan are Tharwat Qaisi, 
Ahmad Hadid, Ghassan Qadi and Fans 
Azzouni. 

The team has been training under the 
supervision of head coach Kathem Hussein, 
formerly Iraq’s top ranked player. 


T think we have a better chance this year. 
We concentrated on physical fitness, which 
had been a weak point in previous years,” 
Mr. Maher had told the Jordan Times prior 
ro departure. 

The Davis Cup competition is played on a 
round-robin format with two singles and 
one doubles match for e3ch team daily. 

I The Davis Cup Groups 4 schedule is as \ 
(follows: i 


Postponed 


Thu re. 27/3 


Fri. 2S/3 


Sat. 29/3 


Sun 30/3 


Jordan vs. Tajikistan 
Oman vs. Brunei 
Syria vs. UAE 

Syria vs. Tajikistan 
UAE vs. Brunei 
Oman vs. Jordan 

Tajikistan vs. Oman 
Syria vs. Brunei 
UAE vs. Jordan 

Tajikistan vs. UAE 
Oman vs. Syria 
Brunei vs. Jordan 

Tajikistan vs. Brunei 
Oman vs. UAE 
Jordan vs. Syria 



Fourth seed Monica Seles of the United States backhands a shot from seventh seed 
Irina Spiriea of Romania during their quarter final match at the Lipton 
Championships. Seles defeated Spiriea 3-6, 6-2, 6-3 (Reuters photo) 

‘Rusty’ Seles advances to semis 


KEY BISCYANE, Honda 
(AFP) — Monica Seles 
withstood a four-day, four- 
match endurance test to 
reach the WTA Lipton 
Championships semi-finals 
but has yet to find satisfac- 
tion after a four-month lay- 

“ Former World No. 1 Seles 
rallied to beat seventh seed 
Irina Spiriea 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 
here Tuesday, advancing to a 
semi-final Thursday against 
a player she has never faced, 
llth-seeded Barbara Paulus 
of Austria. 

Paulus took advantage of 
31 unforced errors by 
France’s Sandrine Testud 
and won 13 or 20 second- 
serve points to dispatch her 
6-3. 6-3 in 76 minutes. 
Testud had toppled second- 
seeded Spaniard Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario on Monday. 

Fourth seed Seles, ham- 
pered last year by a shoulder 
injury, is making her 1997 
debut after suffering a bro- 
ken right ring finger last 
December. She has felt no 
physical problems in her 
Return at the $1.75 million 
event. 

"I’m pretty rusty.” Seles 
said. “I have trouble closing 
out some games. The only 
way I will get out of that is 
playing more matches. 

The way I played, I need 
work. I would hit some nice 
shots and then come apart. 

“Unless I am playing a lot 
of tennis, I still don't feel I 
have that confidence 1 
need.” 

Spiriea could tell. 

She said Seles would be no 
match for 16-year-old Swiss 
prodigy Martina Hingis if 
they should meet in 
Saturday's final. Hingis beat 
Seles 6-2, 6-0 at the Oakland 
final last November. 

“Martina is very confident 
now and she is playing bet- 
y ter than everybody else 
' now” spiriea said. “She has 
the game to beat Monica.” 

Hingis plays American 
Maiy Joe Fernandez in a 


Wednesday quarter-final. No 
matter how Hingis fares, she 
will replace injured Steffi 
Graf atop the next WTA 
rankings Monday. 

Ninth-ranked Spiriea, 
Romania’s first top-10 
woman since 1981. had 
never won a set from Seles 
in three prior meetings, all 
last year on carpeL 

But she broke the 
Yugoslavian-born star in the 
fourth and sixth games of 
the match. Seles had two 
break points in the ninth 
game but squandered them 
on errant backhands and 
then hit another wide to drop 
the first set. 

Spiriea broke Seles to 
open the second set, but she 
broke back in the next game, 
again in the sixth and took 
the eighth with the help of 
two Spiriea double faults. 

"I had problems with my 


serve all day,” Spiriea said. 
“I missed close to the line. 1 
didn’t play so bad. It was a 
close match. She won three 
games I should have won ” 
Seles subdued Spiriea on 
her fifth break-point oppor- 
tunity in game two and 
moved ahead 4-1 . Seles dou- 
ble faulted away a break in 
the seventh game but broke 
back in the next game and 
held for the victory. 

Seles has also been dis- 
tracted because Karolj Seles, 
her father and coach, has 
stomach cancer. 

“it's really hard. He is 
such a key part of my life.” 
Seles said. ”1 want to be with 
him. He told me I have to do 
what J love to do. I hope he 
will be able to come to some 
tournaments after he starts 
feeling better.” 
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B MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY 

Are you interested in study at one of 
the UK’s most popular universities 
where international students have 
enjoyed a long tradition success? 
The university of Middlesex offers 
students internationally recognised 
degree qualifications that enhance 
job prospects and professional 
status, To find out more you are 
invited to attend a presentation and 
councelling sessions with Prof. 
Muthana Jabber and Ms Lesley 
* Markes. 


The British Cornea 

Presentation: Wednesday 2nd April 
1997, $.00 pm 

ComcelUag : Thursday 3rd April 1997, 
10.00 am - 100 pm 
( please phone 636147 / 8 
tO make an appointment 
fbrtheconnceiling 
session) . 


Sydney loses 3rd Olympic chief executive 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Mai Hemmerling quit 
Wednesday as chief executive of the 2000 
Sydney Olympics organising committee, the 
third occupanL of the post to resign in less than 
three and a half years. 

“Mai Hemmerling has tendered his resigna- 
tion to pursue other career interests.” a 
spokesman for the Sydney Organising 
Committee for the 2000 Olvmpic games 
(SOCOG) said. 

The 15-member SOCOG board is to meet 
Thursday and Hemmerling was to issue a 
statement then, the spokesman said. 

The resignation was the second blow this 
week for the Sydney Games. A public share 
offer to raise money for the Olympic stadium 
has reportedly proved a flop. 

A public offer for 34.400 gold memberships 
guaranteeing Olympic tickets and giving other 
special rights closes Thursday and reports 
have said at least two thirds of the $A 10,000 
(S48.000) memberships remain unsold. 


SOCOG's first chief executive. Gary 
Pemberton, was appointed in November 1993 
but stood down in August 1995. while tem- 
porarily retaining the organising committee 
presidency. 

Top business executive John lliffe eventual- 
ly replaced Pemberton as president hut he quit 
in September after only six months. 

Speculation about Hemmed) ng's future as 
chief executive emerged soon after Michael 
Knight — the New Sourh Wales state govern- 
ment Olympics minister — was appointed 
SOCOG supremo in IlifFe's place. 

Before joining SOCOG. Hemmerling ran 
the Australian ~ Formula 1 Grand Pri.\ in 
Adelaide for 1 0 years. 

SOCOG was formed to organise the games, 
leaving construction of facilities mainly to the 
state government or as Knight has pul'it. “the 
government is building the theatre. SOCOG is 
putting on the show.” 

A TV channel reported that former federal 


government official Sandy Hollivay, appoint- 
ed in December as one oi He mmer ling’s two 
deputies. would take up the chief executive's 
position. 

SOCOG board member and Non South 
Wales national party leader Ian Armstrong 
>aid he would speak vehemently jgainsi any 
move to remove Hemmerling. 

He noted the reports ahum Hollow a\ and 
raised concerns about his Labour Party back- 
ground. 

Holloway was a deputy secretary in the cab- 
inet depart mem of former Prime Minister Paul 
Keating. 

“It raises concerns about the possible politi- 
cisation by Mr. Knight and (New South Wales 
Premier Bob) Carr of the Olympic process.” 
Armstrong said. 

New South Wales is run hv a Labour go\- 


Courier reaches European-dominated quarters 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida 
(R) — Former World No. 1 
Jim Courier Tuesday joined 
current No. I Pete Sampras 
in the Lipton 

Championships quarter- 
final round, which took on a 
decidedly European flavour, 
save for the two American 
stars. 

The top-seeded Sampras 
rolled on with a 56-minute, 
6-2, 6-0 annihilation of 
Magnus Larsson, giving the 
Swede plenty of time to go 
our and celebrate his 27th 
birthday. 

“I really played unbeliev- 
able tennis for the most 
part,” said a very satisfied 
Sampras. '1 served well, got 
off to a good start. It was a 
smooth day, a real good 
day.” 

In the night match, local 
favourite Courier ousted 
fifth-seeded Wimbledon 
champion Richard Krajicek 
of the Netherlands 7-6 (8-6) 
6-4. 

“Any rime you get by a 
guy who’s got a Grand Slam 
title under his belt, thar’s a 
great day ar. the office-,’’- said 
courier. 

The other six quarter-final 
slots up for grabs went to 
Europeans, including 

fourth-seeded Croatian 
Goran Ivanisevic, who 
advanced with a 6-4. 6-4 


victory over promising 
Slovakian Dominik Hrbaty. 

Ivanisevic, a two-time 
Wfimbledon runner-up and a 
finalist here last year, meets 
the resurgent Courier in the 
round of eight. 

Australian Open champi- 
on Sampras, in the hunt for 
his fourth title of the year, 
next meets German Hendrik 
Dreekman. who ousted 
Sweden’s Mikael Tillsirom 
6-3, 6-4. 

Nicklas Kulti. another of 
che four Swedes to reach the 
fourth round, got no further 
after being stopped by 
Ukraine’s Andrei Medvedev 
4-6, 6-3. 7-5. 

Bui Jonas Bjorkman kept 
Swedish hopes alive by 
fending off missile-serving 
Australian Mark 

Philippoussis 6-3. 6-4. 

Bjorkman next faces sec- 
ond-seeded Austrian 

Thomas Muster, who swift- 
ly downed Spain’s Alex 
Corretja 6-4, 6-4. 

Former two-time French 
Open winner Sergi 
Bruguera of Spain, who 
.upset third seed Michael 
Chang in the third round- 
will face Medvedev in the 
quarter-finals. Bruguera 
beat Argentine qualifier 
Gaston Etiis 7-6 (7-0) 6-4 to 
take his place in the final 


eight. 

The 26th-rankcd Courier, 
who has a home nearby and 
the crowd in his back pock- 
et. Tuesday showed some of 
the form that brought him 
the top ranking and four 
Grand Slant titles earlier in 
the decade. 

Courier mixed a strong 
baseline attack with the 
occasional serve and volley 
to keep fifth seed Krajicek 
at bay. 

The Dutchman, playing 
only his fourth tournament 
since knee surgery in 
December, was erratic on 
the forehand side and 
Courier took advaniage of 
the mistakes. 

The American failed on 
two chances to break 
Krajicek in site eighth game 
of the first set. but succeed- 
ed in the tight S-6 tiebreak- 
er. capitalising on a fore- 
hand error by the 
Wimbledon champion. 

The second set was as 
hard fought as the first, with 
Courier gaining the first 
break for a 2- 1 lead. 

Courier survived break 
points in the next game with 
two service winners and an 
ace. then held onto the lead, 
dropping just two more 
points on serve to reach 5-4. 

The local favourite com- 
pleted his victory in the next 






v . . 


-■ .7i- -T- ••jfl 





r%- **% . 

-Is. 


- M- 




yLv: ■. ;i 

'b-i » • l 


• m a. 


WN* 


jpy . y ' * 1 > , nnr. . 

I 

Richard Krajicek 

game with a forehand win- .said. “It's a little pat on the 
ncr down the line. back th.n all the work 

“It was very satisfy ing to you've been doing is not for 
beat a top player.” Courier nothing.” 


Sport of kings booms in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Times are 
changing for the better in the 
horse racing industry in 
Japan. 

With a 1995 betting 
turnover of $36 billion, over 
S5 per cent of it off-course, 
and slight growth even dur- 
ing a declining economy, the 
sport of kings has now 
become the pleasure of the 
masses as over 26 million 
racegoers find a horse to 
cheer each year. 

Racing officials forecast 
the sport’s popularity can 
only grow further as new 
types of racegoers emerge 


and the quality of racing 
improves to world class. 

Horse racing in modem 
Japan has gone through three 
phases. 

During the years before 
World War LI, racing was 
viewed as an elite sport with 
royalty and rich landowners 
and business people the main 
pairons. For decades after 
the war, racetracks became a 
gambling haunt for gangsters 
and the newly rich. 

As the 21st century 
approaches, the sport has 
evolved into good, clean 
Japanese family-style fun. 


FOR RENT 

A furnished super flat, two bedrooms, one sitting 
room, one living room, dining room, kitchen, two 
bathrooms, balcony with central heating, water 
reservoir, pump, water tank, diesel tank, solar heat- 
, ing system, garage. 

Call no. 711561 


Shuji Inada. general man- 
ager of the Japan Association 
for International Horse 
Racing (JAIRj. feels the 
sport has finally come of age. 

"The courses have received 
heavy investment and their 
facilities have been upgraded 
to the best in the world." he 
said. "Racing has become 
much more than gambling. It 
is now leisure entertainment 
— a place to take your wife 
and kids oui for the day.” 

Horse racing i.s saddled 
with two authorities, the 
Japan Racing Association 
<JIR) which administers 
major tracks and the 
National Association of 
Racing rNAR). controlled by 
local governments. for 
rcsional racing. 


At the popular provincial 
racecourses, attendance is 
high, almost on level with 
JIR. but betting is relatively 
low. under 20 per cent of 
JAIR's take and most of it 
bet at die track. 

Pressure from internal iona I 
racing organisations is 
steadily pushing the sport to 
open more to competition 
from foreign horses, owners, 
trainers and jockey •». 

The Japan Cup is firmly on 
the international scene a* one 
of the sport's top races, 
although the World Cup in 
Dubai, being run next 
Saturday, is now the richest 
race in the calendar. 

The relatively low price 
and quality of foreign race- 


horses are also causing big 
problems for Japanese breed- 
ers. 

With the weakening «>lThc 
Yen and the host bloodlines 
of Europe, the United States, 
and Australia up for sale, 
"made in Japan" horses du 
not sell well. 

With purchases such as 
Sunday Silence (Kentucky 
Derby winner) and various 
high class performers from 
Europe, some of the world’s 
top racing blood now stands 
at stud in Japan. 

‘‘Japanese breeders must he 
able to resell such wonderful 
suvk bask to the U.S. And 
Europe in order to improve 
world bloodlines.” Ogavv a 
said. 



Enjoy the Adha Holidays in Styie! 
APRIL IS - 2 } 1997 

1 Direct flight Amman/Luxor & Aswan/Amman! 
• Presidential Nile Cruise for 4 days ! 




The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and < *** 

Institute* Cervantes oas Bn 
in cooperation with ° “ 

Radisson SAS Hotel Amman 

present , 

Qertnan-Syrian (Pianist Qaswan Zcrilfy 

in a piano recital 

Wednesday. 2 April 1 997 - 8:00 p.m. 

Shoman Forum (opposite the Embassy of Iraq - Jabal Amman) 

JDS 
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INTERNATIONAL TRADERS 

Pimm 607014 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Both in the same 2-floor family building, 
iocatead in the best residential area in Amman. 
The First One is 240 sg.m. surrounded by bal- 
conies overlooking a nice garden. Fully, newly 
and luxuriously furnished. The location is cen- 
tral, close to most Foreign Embassies in 
Jordan. Very suitable for a CD family. The 
Second One is a ground floor independent with 
Its private garden. Cozy, soundproof, fully fur- 
nisned and equipped. , 

If Interested Please Call 671509 I 
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Program: Soler's "Sonan in D 
flat major": Granados' "La ma- 
cha y el ruisenor" and "Danins 
Espanolas": ASbenri' "Malage- 
na", "Cordoba" and "El Puer- 
to"; De Falla's "Danza del Moli- 
nero” and "Danza del fuego": 
Mompu's "Cancion y Danza". 
In addition to compositions by 
Syrian composers Dia Succari 
and Noun Ruhcibani. 


Tickets available at: 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore. tcL 6SS4K1 

- Alissjr Flowers, id. 55276*5 

- Babichc. tel. 661322 

- Caffe Moka. id. 3562115 
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A man inspects his car damaged during a strong earthquake which rocked Lebanon on Wednesday. The earthquake 
which rocked Israel too, registered 5-5 on the Richter scale and caused slight damage but no known casualties (AFP 
photo) 


Peled claims Arafat 
involved in NY blast 


TEL AVIV' <AFP) — An Israeli minister has accused 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat of taking pan in discus- 
sions which Jed to die 1993 bombing of the World Trade 
Centre in New York which killed six people. 

Deputy Education Minister Moshe Peled claimed in 
remarks published Wednesday in the Jerusalem Post that 
Israeli intelligence had evidence Mr. Arafat had prior knowl- 
edge of the Feb. 26 bombing, for which militants have been 
convicted. 

“More than that, he was parr of the discussions on the oper- 
ation." he said, alleging that Mr. Arafat met several days 
before the bombing with Sudanese and other militants who 
hatched the plot. 

"1 call on the prime minister to give the information to the 
Americans so they’ll know who they're dealing with.” said 
Mr. Peled. a member of the far-right T somet Party. 

David Bar-Illan. a close policy adviser to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said "I don't know anything about it." 
when asked about Mr. Peled’s allegations. A Defence Ministry 
spokesman refused to comment. 

But the Jerusalem Post quoted U.S. counter-terrorism offi- 
cials as dismissing the accusations and charges by Mr. Peled 
that members of Arafat's Fateh movement continue to receive 
military training in Sudan, which is on the U.S. Slate 
Department's list of “terrorist" sponsors. 

Mr. Peled's allegations followed charges by Mr. Netanyahu 
that Mr. Arafat gave a “green light" to militants to cany out 
attacks in Israel prior to a suicide bombing Friday in Tel Aviv 
which killed three Israelis and wounded more than 40. 

No group has formally claimed responsibility' for the bomb- 
ing although an anonymous caller to an Israeli television net- 
work said it was carried out by the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) in retaliation for the start earlier this 
month of work on a new Jewish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

U.S. officials have discounted the Israeli claim chat Mr. 
Arafat approved the bombing or other attacks inside Israel. 


1 6 ’pro-Iran’ militants 
sentenced to prison by 
Bahrain security court 

MANAMA ( AFP) — Sixteen Shi’ite Muslims accused of trying 
to overthrow the Bahraini government with the backing of Iran 
were jailed for up to 15 years here Wednesday, officials said. 

The 16 Bahrainis, accused of belonging to an Iranian-backed 
group called HizboUah-Bahrain. were found guilty of “plotting 
and contacts with a foreign state to overthrow the Bahraini 
regime. " 

Eleven other defendants were acquitted by the state security 
court in Manama, whose verdicts cannot be appealed. 

The alleged coup plotters had faced the death penalty, lawyers 
said. Instead, the heaviest punishment was imposed againsr 
Ahmad Kazem Abd Ali A1 Mulqawi, with 15 years in jail and a 
fine of 7,000 dinars (around $ 19.000). 

Jassem Hassen Mansur A1 Khayat was jailed for 12 years with 
a 5.000-dinar (S 14.000) fine. Two others were sentenced to eight 
years in jail, one to seven years, eight to five years and three to 
three years. 

Bahrain has been rocked by unrest since December 1994 in 
which at least 26 people have died. 

The trouble is spearheaded by Shi’ite Muslims demanding the 
restoration of the parliament which the Sunni Muslim-led author- 
ities suspended in 1975. 

Last June. Manama accused Tehran of financing and training 
Shi'ite Muslim militants in a bid to topple the Bahraini govern- 
ment. 

Iran denied the accusation. But Bahrain expelled an Iranian 
diplomat last year, drawing a similar retaliatory move from 
Tehran. 

Amnesty International appealed ro the government earlier this 
month to scrap the trial of the alleged coup plotters, claiming it 
was “unfair" but Manama dismissed the rights group’s concerns. 

Dozens of dissidents have already been convicted and sen- 
tenced to stiff jail terms by the state security court. At least one 
Bahraini, found guilty of killing a policeman, was executed last 
year. 


Yemen tightens security in Aden ahead of polls 


ADEN CAP) — The government has 
sen: troops and tanks into Aden after the 
opposition Yemeni Socialist Puny lYSP) 
decided to boycott next month’s elec- 
tions. party activists said Tuesday. 

Anny and security forces have :ilso 
arrested patty members in the city, 
which is the ptiny’s stronghold, said die 
activists, who spoke on customary con- 
dition of anonymity. 

They did nut give details, but the 
deploy incut reflected die tension that has 
surfaced in the weeks before the elec- 
tions. 

The YSP. which for sears ruled the 


south of the country before it was united 
in 1990. decided earlier this month to 
boycott the parliamentary elections set 
for April 27. 

The arrests were apparently made in 
response to the party's efforts to rally the 
support of other southern opposition 
groups in boycotting the electrons. Aden, 
a port on the Arabian sea. was the former 
capital of the south. 

But Aden's chief security officer. 
Colonel Mohammad Saleh Al Tariq, 
said the crackdow n only came after his 
forces discovered weapons and ammuni- 
tion in houses of party's members. 


He also accused the YSP of trying to 
incite trouble ahead of the elections with 
help from neighbouring Saudi Arabia, 
which has long sought a role in Yemen. 

“The intensity of the military presence 
is only natural to protect the elections 
because they will be carried out in a dif- 
ficult ... situation and despite the inter- 
ference of some neighbouring countries 
like Saudi Arabia." he said. 

The YSP led the south's attempt to 
secede in 1994 that began a two-month 
civil war. The party' is cooperating with a 
Saudi -backed opposition group based in 
London. 


5 schoolgirls killed 
in northern Algeria 


ALGIERS ( Agencies) — Five schoolgirls were 
murdered in a village just south of Algiers, the 
daily Al Watan reported Wednesday. 

The killings took place Sunday and the five 
were buried Monday, the newspaper said. It 
gave no further details of the murders, which 
took place in *e Medea region, scene of many 
bloody massacres in the last five months which 
have officially been blamed on armed militants. 

Last week, militants killed 39 people, mostly 
women, by slitting their throats or hacking 
them to death in two attacks carried out in broad 
daylight in the villages of Ouled An tar and 
Ouzra, sou* of Algiers, according to the press. 

In addition, two people were tolled and two 
injured in a bomb explosion Tuesday at Ecrais, 
near Sidi-Moussa, 30 kilometres southeast of 
Algiers, the daily Libeite reported 

The bomb blew up in a house and targetted a 
family that had fled die area but returned to fin- 
ish moving their belongings. The newspaper 
said that two members of the same family had 
previously been murdered 

The Tuesday attack was the second this year 
targeting the house of an unnamed member of 
the Islamic Salvation Army (AIS), one of sev- 
eral guerrilla factions fighting the Algerian gov- 
ernment Liberie said 

It blamed a rival guerrilla faction fbr the 
attacks. 

The AIS and its Aimed Islamic Group are 
locked in a turf war in which hundreds of guer- 
rillas have been reportedly killed in the past 
three years. 

The latest deaths come as the country is gear- 
ing up for June 5 parliamentary elections in 
which hardline Islamists are barred from field- 
ing candidates. 

Algeria has been without a parliament since 
1992 when die authorities cancelled a general 
election in which tbe Islamic Salvation Front 
took a commanding lead About 50,000 people 
have died in the five years of violence. 

Death sentence upheld 

Algeria’s high court upheld the death sen- 
tence againsi a former security forces officer 
who was found guilty of killing President 
Mohammad Boudiaf in 1992, lawyers said on 
Wednesday. 

“The high court rejected the defence appeal 
seeking a retrial of the defendant," one of the 
lawyers said. The lawyere appealed to die high 
court in the hope to win a retrial arguing their 
defendant did not get a fair trial 


The high court announced the confirmation 
of the death sentence against 31 -year-old 
Lembarek Bourn aarafi in a bearing on Tuesday, 
they added. 

An Algiers court condemned Me Boumaarafi 
in June 1995. finding him guilty of shooting 
Boudiaf in the back as the president was 
addressing an official meeting in the eastern 
city of Ann aba. 

Boudiaf s widow Fatiha dismissed the idea 
that Mr. Boumaarfi was the lone toller saying 
she believed Boudiaf fell victim of a plot. 

Algeria executes those sentenced to death by 
firing squad. 

In another development, security forces said 
they had killed a rofltant leader they described 
as head of one of the country’s main guerrilla 
groups. 

They identified him as Abdul Kader 
Seddouki and said he was the head of the 
Islamic Front for the Armed Jihad, known as 
FID A. and that he was killed Tuesday along 
with two other militants in a clash with securi- 
ty forces in the Al Kettnni district of Algiers. 

“This dangerous criminal is responsible for 
several attacks,” the security forces said in a 
statement 

FIDA is said to specialise in attacks on high- 
profile Algerian figures and intellectuals. 

In Paris, another Algerian group, the Islamic 
League for Preaching and Jihad, issued a state- 
ment saying Seddouki had been arrested two 
weeks ago and described him as the deputy 
chief of the front 

It said Seddouki had been tortured while in 
custody. 

A resident in Algiers quarter where tbe forces 
said the attack happened said the authorities 
had opened fire on three men who did not have 
time to shoot back. 

It is not the first time Algerian security' forces 
have claimed to have decapitated FIDA. 

Saturday, several newspapers carried articles 
saying five FIDA members had been killed 
March 18. including Abdennour Kaddou, who 
they said was the founding leader. 

However, as with Seddouki, a statement 
issued in Paris by the Islamic League for 
Preaching and Jihad said a few days later that 
he too had been arrested. 

Sunday, the police said a “dangerous” mili- 
tant leader, Yahia Rigane. had been killed 

Authorities said in May 1996 dial suspected 
FIDA leader Mohammad Ibrahimi had been 
tolled with 15 other militants in a raid on an 
apartment in a southern suburb. 


PFLP denies 
Habash quit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP; denied on 
Wednesday a report carried 
by AJ Ra'i daily that PFLP 
Secretary General George 
Habash had resigned for 
health reasons. 

“The report is groundless 
and that Dr. Habash enjoys 
very good health and is pur- 
suing his responsibilities at 
the front's leadership,” the 
PFLP said in a statement. 

The Al Ra’i report quoted 
an unidentified PFLP source 
as saying that Dr. Habash 
has tendered his resignation 
as leader of the from for 
health reasons but that the 
official announcement of his 
resignation has been put off 
until the PFLP's sixth con- 
ference due in Damascus in 
two months. 


Abu Diya did not fit profile of typical suicide bomber 


ZURIF CAP) — Musa Abu 
Diva led a double life. 

An a waiter for 10 years in 
Tel A'iv. the 28 -v ear-old 
Palestinian was comfortable 
around Israelis, blending 
easily into the city’s secular, 
western lifestyle, and never 
show ing any interest in poli- 
ties. even during the worst 
days of tight i tig between 
Israelis ;uid Palestinians. 
Then on Friday, he walked 
into a downtown cafe and 
blew himself up. 

Israelis who knew him 
were incredulous. 

“I knew him as a human 
being." said Y:iaco\ Sultan, 
who worked in restaurants 
with Abu Diya and had 
known him for seven years. 
"He was the kind of man you 
could sit down with after a 
shift, cat dinner with from 
the same plate, share person- 
al siories. smoke cigarettes 
with and talk into the wee 
hours of the night. " 

Relatives and friends 
recalled a different Abu 
Diya: a man who long 
sought to kill Jews to avenge 
Israel s occupation of his 
homeland. 

In a pilgrimage last year to 
Mecca, “he prayed to fall 
martyr for Palestine." said 
Ghaleb Ensour. a relative by 
marriage. 

In his villase ofZurif. Abu 


Diya was described as a 
devout but quiet man who 
desperately tried to provide 
for his tour children. 

“Economically, the family 
is not so well.” said Sharif 
Hasson, another relative 
through marriage. “All the 
money they make goes- to 
keep food on the table." 

Israeli experts had cast 
young, single Palestinians as 
the “typical suicide bomber.” 
and during times of tension 
only older, married men 
were allowed into Israel to 
work. 

Abu Diya broke the mold. 

"With terrorism you must 
think of the unexpected. It is 
a mistake to look (only) at 
single men in their 20s." said 
Yona Alexander, director of 
the Inter- University for 
Terrorism Srudies in Israel. 

“Perhaps he was humiliat- 
ed to work with the enemy in 
a low- position. He had to 
sene the enemy tc« feed his 
family — asking why Jews 
get to enjoy the good life 
while Palestinians live in 
refugee camps." Ms. 
Alexander said. 

His family may have been 
his greatest concern, Ms. 
Alexander said. "As a martyr 
he is ensured someone will 
take care of his family finan- 
cially. His family's future 
was assured bv the Hamas 


MUS A ABU DIYA, Che Palestinian who blew himself up 
in a Tel Aviv cafe last Friday, killing himself and three 
Israeli women, may not have known he was on a suicide 
mission, an Israeli newspaper reported Wednesday. 

The Yediot Ahronnt newspaper said investigators 
were checking the possibility that militants planted 
explosives on Abu Diya and sent him to Tel Aviv with- 
out telling him why. 

The newspaper said agents from the Shin Bet, Israel's 
internal security agency, were basing the theory on Abu 
Diva's personal profile, which does not match that of 
past suicide bombers. 

According to Yediot, investigators believe Abu Diya 
may have thought he was going to leave a bag of explo- 
sives somewhere, and was not told it would explode 
while in his possession. 

Yediot said the bomb weighed three kilogr amm es and 
consisted of TNT and nails. 


organisation.” 

Hamas usually provides 
generous sustenance for the 
families of its “martyrs." But 
there was no evidence yet 
that this had been arranged 
in this case, and no tradition- 
al videotape of the bomber 
explaining his motives and 
saying goodbye to his family 
publicly. 

Abu Diya was last seen in 
Zurif a week ago. when he 
took his one-year-old son, 
Mohammad, for treatment of 
his asthma in Hebron. “Musa 
seemed especially worried 
land) said, 'only God can 
cure him’." Mr. Hassan said. 

On Friday. Musa walked 
into the crowded Apropo 


cafe in Tel Aviv, about 100 
kilometres from Zurif. He 
walked around tables and 
parasols on the patio, clutch- 
ing his explosives in two 
tegs. 

His light ston and dark soft 
curled hair may have 
enabled him to pass for an 
Israeli. Bur his nervous man- 
ner attracted attention. 

One waiter noticed him, 
then saw’ him blow up with a 
“tremendous flash of light,” 
turning the cafe patio into a 
smoldering wreck. The blast 
killed Abu Diya and three 
Israeli women and wounded 
40. 

On Saturday, a tight curfew 
was imposed on Zurif. 


Israeli troops barred resi- 
dents from entering or leav- 
ing the village. Twenty vil- 
lagers. including members of 
Abu Diyas family, were 
arrested. The army plans to 
demolish his house and kept 
reporters away from his fam- 
ily. 

Two of his employers were 
also arrested for hiring him 
although he had no valid per- 
mit to be in Israel. 

Musa was the second of 
the 11 children of Abdul 
Qader Abu Diya, 65. 

In 1990, he spent 18 days 
in prison after he was arrest- 
ed in an Israeli troop sweep 
through his village. Abu 
Diya's two brothers were 
also arrested and charged 
with throwing stones and 
belonging to Hamas. 

Immediately after high 
schooL Musa went to work 
in Israel. He came home 
every two weeks. He would 
spend his Fridays at the vil- 
lage mosque and talking ro 
village elders. His faiher and 
two brothers are construction 
workers in Israel. 

"The family as a whole is 
religious. The women wear 
Islamic dress and all of the 
men pray and fast,” Mr. 
Hassan said. “Just because 
one is observant does not 
mean they are Hamas 
bombers." 


Uday Saddam Hussein 
to undergo surgery this 
week — French sources 


BAGHDAD (.AFP; — 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's eldest son LIday, 
seriously wounded in an 
assassination bid in 
December, will undergo a 
delicate operation this 

week, French sources said 
Wednesday. 

“A team of French doctors 
has arrived for the opera- 
tion. It will take place in the 
next few days, at the end of 
the week," a French source 
told AFP on condition he 
not be named. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation from the Iraqi 
authorities, but Uday. 33. 
told the U.S. television net- 
work CNN on March 7 that 
French and Iraqi doctors 
would soon operate on his 
left leg. 

Gunmen lobbed a grenade 
and pumped 14 bullets into 
Uday when they ambushed 
his car on Dec. 12 while he 
drove through the upscale 
Man sour neighborhood of 
Baghdad. 

He accused Iran of carry- 
ing out the attack, but 
Tehran denied the charge. 

Sources have said earlier 
ihar doctors hesitated io 
remove bullets lodged near 
Uday’s spine because the 
operation could prove fatal 
if ir failed. 

Uday, a tall, athletic man 
who sports a beard, dis- 
missed speculation that his 
legs might be paralysed. 

Doctors rushed from 
France to care for Uday, 
who runs Babel newspaper 
and Youth television, short- 
ly after the attack and they 
have been rotating in and 
out of Baghdad since 
December, diplomats said. 

But the French govern- 
ment publicly refused in 
January to admit Uday for 
treatment in France, spark- 
ing a row with Baghdad. 

The French source said 
Uday's condition was 
“bad," but did not elaborate. 

Uday, who told CNN he 
hoped to resume sports 
after a final operation, has 
appeared frequently on 
Iraqi television greeting 
officials, religious leaders 
and foreign delegations at 
Ben Sina hospital in 
Baghdad. 


Llday also heads Iraq’s 
Olympic Committee and 
soccer federation and runs 
the Al Baath Al Riyady 
sports daily. 

The last time Uday 
appeared on his own Youth 
television was on Friday 
when he received a group of 
Sunni and Shi'ite Muslim 
clerics. telling them: 
“Sorry, I cannot get up to 
welcome you because of 
my leg." 

Uday. wearing a tradition- 
al headress and robe, was 
seen for the first time sitting 
in a chair while the clerics 
presented him with a green 
Islamic banner embroidered 
with Koranic verses. 

In the weeks after the 
attack he was filmed in his 
hospital bed but around a 
month later began appear- 
ing in a wheelchair. 

The Iraqi authorities have 
said they are continuing the 
investigation into the attack 
and have announced no 
arrests. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Al Sahhaf has 
asked the United Nations 
for help in extraditing 
assailants suspected to have 
fled to Iran. 

The Iranian-backed Iraqi 
opposition group, the Shiite 
Al Daawa Islamiya. 
claimed responsibility for 
the anack from its offices in 
Beirut. 

General Wafiq Samairai. 
a former Iraqi intelligence 
chief who defected to Syria 
in 1994, said dissident 
members of the ruling baath 
parry may have staged rhe 
ambush. 

Other sources have men- 
tioned a possible settling of 
scores within the rutin® 
family. 

Diplomats in Baghdad 
said the attack, although a 
major breach of President 
Saddam’s formidable .eeu- 
rity forces, is not necessari- 
ly an indication that the 
government has become 
vulnerable after six years of 
U.N. sanctions. 

“There is no sign that the 
regime is more in danger 
now than before.” a diplo- 
mat said. 



Arafat puBed 
gun at Sri Lankan 
president's home 

COLOMBO (.AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
.Arafat embarrassed Sri 
Lankan President Chandrika 
Kumaraiunga by pulling out a 
gun during a banquet here in 
his honour, a guest sad 
Wednesday. Kumaraiunga 
had just announced to guests 
at her tigh tly-guarded Temple 
Trees residence on Monday 
that the Palestinian leader no 
longer carried a weapon. 
“But. he promptly pulled out a 
pistol from under his olive 
green bush coat and showed it 
to everyone,” the guest said 
adding the action prompted 
loud laughter: However, 

Kumaraiunga turned tfc 
tables on Arafat by introduc- 
ing a Sri Lankan Tamil legis- 
lator Dharmalingam Sidd- 
arthan and saying: "He was 
mined by you, but now he is 
with me.” Arafat had strongly 
denied that the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) trained Sri Lankan 
Tamil militants in the mid 
19S0s. Arafat told reporters 
here Tuesday char Palestinian 
groups may have trained Sri 
Lankans but not his PLO. 
However. Siddarthan whose 
DPLF parly supports 
Kumaratungp’s government 
contradicted the PLO leader. 
Siddarthan said he spent three 
weeks in Lebanon in 1984 to 
see members of his former 
Tamil militant group undergo- 
ing training by the PLO. 

Japanese couple 
reunited after 
51 years 

TOKYO (.AFP) — A 78-year- 
old Japanese man, who was 
taken to fee former Soviet 
Union as a suspected spy 51 
years ago. has at last been 
reunited' with his 80-year-old 
wife, local media reported 
Wednesday. 'T’m sorry to 
keep you waiting for me for so 
long.” Yasaburo Hachitani 
reportedly told his wife 
Hisako when he arrived 
Tuesday in the Kedaka. 
Tottori prefecture in western 
Japan. Tm happy to see you 
still alive," the tearful Hisako 
replied as they embraced each 
other. Hachitani was taken 
from Pyongyang to a Soviet 
detention camp in 1946 on 
suspicion of espionage. He 
was released in 1953. but was 
not allowed to leave the coun- 
try', Kyodo news and other 
reports said. He had been liv- 
ing in die Russian far eastern 
region of Amur with his 
Russian wife, from whom he 
obtained consent to return to 
Japan, Kyodo said. 

Sexy bikinis 
banned from 
Honduran beaches 

TEGUCIGALPA (R) — A 
Honduran provincial gover- 
nor barred women from wear- 
ing sexy G-string bikinis cm 
beaches over Easter so as not 
to “fire up the passions of 
men." Eloy Page said sun 
worshippers found wearing 
skimpy swimwear on Atlantic 
coast beaches would be pun- 
ished but he did not specify 
what the penalties would be. 
“Women have no reason to 
wear these dental floss bikinis 
because they fire up tbe pas- 
sions of men ... above ail when 
they have a few drinks inside 
them," he told reporters. 

FBI finds 

goldmine in Rhode 
Island backyard 

PROVIDENCE (R) — 

Federal prosecutors and the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBT) 

announced they had struck 
gold in the backyard of a 
Rhode Island home owned by 
the relative of a drug cototcl 
Using metal detectors and 
ground-penetrating radar, 

agents found 82 bare of gold 
and seven bags of gold pellets 
weighing nearly 6,000 troy 
ounces buried behind a 
Cranston home. Prosecutors 
put the value of the cache at 
about SI 1 million. The house 
belongs to a relative of 
Stephen Saccocria. who is . 
Serving 660 years in federal 
prison for racketeering and 
money laundering, prosecu- 
tors said. 


